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"Cßn-\sØ Hcp sI´n-S-ØnemWv AΩ tPmen-Sv°-W-Xv.'
apºn¬ Cfw ]®-\nd-Øn¬ Db¿∂p-\n¬°p∂ F´p \ne sI´n-Sw Nq≠n-

s°m≠v Ah≥ ]d™p. sKbv‰n¬ c≠p Imh¬-°m¿, Hcmƒ Imh¬°q-Sn-\p-
≈n¬. {Iow j¿´pw \oe ]m‚ vkpw BWv Ah-cpsS bqWn-t^mw.

"CXns‚ D≈n-tebv°v A{X Ffp-s∏m∂pw tIdm≥ ]‰n-√. Adn-bm-tØmcv
h∂m GXv ^vfm‰n-tebv°mWv t]mWv, Bcym ImW-≠Xvs∂ms° ]d™p

sImSp-°-Ww. Ahcv B ^vfm‰n-tebv°v C‚¿tIm-anev hnfn®v tNmZn-°pw.
∂vs´mt° AIØv t]mhm≥ kΩ-Xn-°q.' Ah≥ Adntbzm F∂ a´n¬ Hcp

{]tXy-I-hn-[-Øn¬ Np≠p ]nfp-Øn-s°m≠v Xe-bm-´n.
CsX√mw ]pXnb Adn-hp-I-fm-sW∂ a´n¬ inh≥ AZv`pXw \Sn-®p. ]ø≥

Xs∂ Ah-cn-sem-cmfmbn AwKoI-cn-®n-cn-°p-∂p. Ipd-®p-apºv Ah≥ tNmZn-®n-
t´-bp-≈p. "A∏q-∏≥ \m´o∂v hczm-Wt√?'

Abmƒ Ft¥m Btem-Nn-®p-sIm≠v aqfp-Ibpw sNbvXp. Abmƒ Aßn-
\sØ Hcp am\-kn-Imh-ÿ-bn-em-bn-cp-∂p. Aev]w Bizm-k-Øn-∂mbn ]pd-

Øn-d-ßnb-Xm-Wv. At∏m-gmWv B F´p-h-b- p-Im-c≥ H∏w IqSnb-Xv. Ipd®p
t\c-ambn Ah≥ H∏w \S-°p-I-bm-sW∂v a\- n-em-b-t∏mƒ inh≥ Ahs\

Hcp tNmZy`mh-tØmsS t\m°n. Ah≥ Nncn-®p.
"Rm≥ shdvsX ho´o∂v Fd-ßo-Xm.'

Abmfpw AXp-X-s∂-bmWv sNbvX-Xv. ho´n¬ Ccn-°m≥ hsø-∂m-b-t∏mƒ
]pd-Øn-d-ßn. ho´n¬ \n¬°p∂ AtX thj-Øn¬. apjn™ ap≠v,

Npfn™ j¿´v. aq∂p Znhkw XmSn- h-Sn-°m-Xncp-∂-Xp-sIm≠v hf¿∂ Ip‰n-
tcm-a-ßƒ apJw shfp-∏n-®p. Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

"F¥m tams‚ t]cv?'
"Znt\-iv.'

apºn-ep≈ \mep-\ne sI´n-S-Øn-tebv°v Nq≠n-s°m≠v Ah≥ kwkm-cn-
°p-Ibm-Wv.

"AΩ tPmen-Sv°W sI´n-S-Ønev Bdv s\eym-Wv≈-Xv. AXns‚ G‰hpw
tamfnevsØ s\teem tPmen. B s\te-evXs∂ \mev ^vfm‰v≠v. AΩbv°v

c≠v ho´o ]Wn-≠v. H∂m-¥n-sXm´v aq∂masØ s\teepw Hcp ^vfm‰nev
tPmen In´o-´v≠v.' Ah≥ Bh-iy-s∏-Sm-sX-Øs∂ Xs‚ Adnhv h¿≤n∏n-°p-

I-bm-Wv. Ccp≠ \ndw, IuXp-I-ap≈ apJw. Ahs\mcp \K-c-hm-kn-bm-sW∂
`mhw. apºn¬ \n¬°p∂ {Kma-hm-kn-bp-ambn Xmc-X-ay-s∏-Sp-Øp-tºmƒ Xs‚

Db¿∂ \ne-sb-∏-‰n-bp≈ t_m[hpw AXp-sIm-≠p-≠mb Bfl-hn-izm-khpw.
inh\v Ahs\ CjvS-s∏-´p. Ct∏mƒ \nc-Øn¬h®v ]cn-N-bs∏´ a\p-jy≥

Hcp {KmaoW\m-sW-∂mWv Ah≥ hnNmcn-°p-∂-Xv. Aßns\ Ccn-°-s´,
Ahs‚ Bfl-hn-izm-k-Øn\v tIm´w ]t‰-≠.

Abmƒ hm®p t\m°n. kabw ]Xn-s\m-∂v. hni-°p-∂p-≠v. `£Ww Ign-
°m≥ th≠n Ccp-∂-Xm-Wv. At∏m-gmWv ssaYn-en-bpsS hnfn tI´-Xv.

"F\n°p hø inth-´m, Cu thZ\ kln-°m≥ Ign-bvWn-√y.' Ah-fpsS
apJw thZ-\-sIm≠v tImSn-bn-cp-∂p.

Abmƒ I´n-en-t∑-en-cp∂v Ah-fpsS hb¿ Xtem-Sn-s°m-Sp-Øp.
"AhvsS ams{Xm-∂z√ thZ-\. F√m-S-Øpw-≠v. h√ KpfnIow X∂qsS?'

CXv KpfnI sIm≠v \n¬°p∂ thZ-\-b-√. Abmƒ ssaYn-ensb ip{iq-jn-
°m≥ \n¬°p∂ tlmw\gvkv ssj\ntbmSv C©-£≥ sImSp-°m≥ ]d-

™p. hø, CXp I≠p-sIm≠v Ccn-°m≥ ]‰p∂n-√. Aßns\ ]pd-Øn-d-ßn-b-
Xm-Wv. F∂pw Cßn-s\-bm-Wv. ssZhta Cu A·n-]-co£ F{X-\mƒ?

Abmƒ H∏w \S-°p∂ Ip´nsb t\m°n. F¥p-sImt≠m Xm≥ H‰-bv°√
F∂ t_m[w. Hcp Nmb IpSn-°-Ww, Fs¥-¶nepw Ign°p-Ibpw thWw.- Hcp

dtÃm-d≠n-s‚ apºnseØn-b-t∏mƒ Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.
"Znt\-iv, \ap-s°mcp Nmb IpSn-®mtem?'
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Ah≥ B \n¿t±iw Imcy-ambn ]cn-K-Wn-°p-I-bm-Wv. Ipd-®p-t\cw
Btem-Nn-®-tijw Ah≥ ]d-™p.

"Cu tlm´-en-sem° Hcp-]mSv Imiv thWw. ASpØ tdm´nev Hcp X´vI-
S-≠v, AhnSv∂v Nmb IpSn°mw. AhnsS htSw ]gw-s]mcow Hs°-≠m-hpw.'

"Rm≥ shdpw Hcp Nmbtb Dt±-in-®p-≈p. AXp \a°v Chn-Sv∂s∂
IpSn-°mw.'

"Hm, F∂m¬ icn.' Ahs‚ apJw aßn. A¿ln-°p-∂-Xnepw IqSp-X¬
{]Xo-£n-®-Xn-ep≈ PmfyX Ahs‚ kzc-Øn-ep-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. Ah¿ tlm´-

en¬ Ib-dn, Hcp tai-°n-cp-h-i-Øp-ambn Ccp-∂p. Ah≥ Np‰pw t\m°n,
ÿew sIm≈m-sa∂ a´n¬ Abmsf t\m°n.

"A—-\p-≠m-bn-cp-∂t∏m FSbv°v tlm´-enev sImt≠m-hm-dv≠v. C{X
hep-sXm∂pw A√, ∂mepw Hcp-am-Xncn hep-Xv. Rßfv htSw tZmtiw

Hs° Ign-°m-dv≠v.'
"\ns‚ A—\v F¥p-]‰o?'

"A—≥ sacn-®p, Im≥k-dm-bn-cp-∂p.'
"Hm...'

"Bdp amkw sIS-∂p. Bkv]{Xoev sImtd ]Ww sNe-hm-°n. NnIn-
’n-°m≥th≠n RßsS hoSv hn‰p. Abns‚ tijm AΩ ]Wn°v

t]mbn-sØm-S-ßo-Xv.'
"hoSv hn‰q? As∏m \nßfv Fhn-SymWv Xma-kn-°-WXv?'

"AhvsS ASvØvX-∂ym.' Ah\v AXn-s\-∏‰n IqSp-X¬ kwkm-cn-°m≥
Xmev]-cy-an-√mØ t]mse. Ahs‚ kzc-Øn¬ A\p-Iº Bh-iy-s∏-

SmØ Hcp hnIm-c-cm-lnXyap-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ ssaYn-en-sb-°p-dn-
t®m¿Øp. Ct∏mƒ ssj\n C©-£≥ sImSp-Øn-´p-≠m-Ipw. thZ-\-

bn¬\n∂v X¬°me tamN-\w. AkpJw amdm-\p≈ acp-∂mWv C©-
Ivj\mbn sImSp-°p-∂Xv F∂mWv ssaYnen-bpsS hnizmkw. AkpJw

amdn ho≠pw km[m-c-W-a-´n-ep≈ Pohn-X-sØ-°p-dn-®p≈ kz]v\-ßfmWv
Ah-fpsS D≈n¬. AXn-s\-∏‰n ]d-bm≥ XpS-ßn-bm¬ Xm≥ Akz-ÿ-\m-

Ip-∂p. ]ns∂ ho´n-encn-°pI {]bm-k-am-Wv.
c≠p amkw F∂mWv tUmIvS¿ ]d-™-Xv. AΩ-bpsS Akp-J-a-dn™v

h∂ aIs\ Abmƒ Xncn®v apwss_bv°v ]d-™-b-®p. H∂c hb- p≈
tamsf-bpw-sIm≠v cmPn AhnsS H‰-bv°m-Wv. kab-am-Ip-tºmƒ hnfn°mw.

Hcp sIm®p- hn-c¬kv]¿iw Abmfn¬ ]cn-k-c-t_m-[-ap-≠m-°n. Znt\iv
sXm´p-ap-ºn¬ ImØp\n¬°p∂ shbv‰sd Nq≠n-°m-´n. Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

"Fs¥m-s°-bmWv Xn∂m-\p-≈Xv?'
"hS, s\bvtdm-Ãv, akm-e-tZm-i, ]qcn-a-km-e........'

"tams\-¥mWv Ign-°p-∂Xv?'
Ahs‚ apJw hnI-kn-®n-cp-∂p. "Nmb-amt{X Ign-°p-Wp-≈q-∂t√ ]d-

™Xv?'
"AXp kmc-√y. \o ]d. Hcp sπbv‰v hS-. AXn-\p-aosX akm-e-tZm-i-bm-

bmtem? F¥m?'
Ah≥ thKw aqfn. C\n Xs‚ {]Xn-I-c-W-Øns‚ Ahy-‡-Xbpw Ime-

Xm-a-khpw -aqew hn`-hßƒ Ipd-™p-t]m-I-tbm ths≠∂v hbv°p-Itbm
sNtø≠.

"Ch-\v th≠Xv tI´n-t√. F\n°v Hcp sπbv‰v hSbpw Nmbbpw am{Xw.
AXp-c≠pw H∏w sIm≠ph-cp. Ahs‚ Nmb-bpsS Imcyw ]ns∂ ]d-bmw.'

shbv‰¿ t]mbn. Abmƒ Znt\-ins\ t\m°n Nncn-®p, C\n \ap-s°mcp
ssI t\m°m-sa∂ a´n¬.

"Znt\iv GXp ¢m n-emWv ]Tn-°-WXv?'
"\memw-¢m- n-ev.'

"\∂mbn ]Tnt°ym?'
"Mpw, ¢m nev H∂m-a-s\m∂z√. ∂mepw \√ am¿°v In´m-dv≠v. F√m

]pkvX-sIm-∂pw√y Iøn-ev. AsXm-s°-s≠-¶nev sImd-®p-IqsS am¿°v
hmßm-bn-cp-∂p.'
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"thsd Bcpw klm-bn-°nt√y?'
"Gbv, Bcp klm-bn-°m\m?'

"\ns‚ AΩ tPmen-sb-Sv°W ho´nse Bƒ°mscm∂pw klm-bn-°ns√.'
"F¥n\v? ]pkvXIw hmßmt\m?'

"AXp am{X-√, DSp-∏v, sImS, Aßns\ sImtd km[-\-ßfv tht≠.
AsXm° hmßm≥?'

"AsXm-∂pw-√y. Ah¿s°ms° ]Tn-°W Ip´n-I-fnt√? Ah-scms° hey
kvIqfp-I-fnem ]Tn°-W-Xv. \√ sNe-hm.'

Ah≥ ]d™Xv Abmsf kv]¿in®p. Xs‚ ho´nepw tPmen-°m-cnIfp-
≠v. X\n°v Ah-cpsS a°ƒ°p-th≠n Fs¥ms° sNøm-am-bn-cp-∂p. Xm≥

F¥mWv sNbvXXv? ]niIn Dd-∏n® iw_fw amkm-amkw sImSp-°p-I,
[mcmfw tPmen FSp-∏n-°p-I. Ah-cpsS {]iv\-ßƒ Fs∂-¶nepw Xs∂tbm

ssaYn-en-sbtbm Ae-´n-bn´pt≠m? Ct∏mƒ H∂mw XnøXn apX¬ ]pdw-]-
Wn°p klm-bn°p∂ kv{Xo°p ]pdsa Hcp ]pXnb tPmen-°mcnIqSn hcp-

∂p-≠v, `£Ww ]mIw sNøm-\m-Wv. B kv{Xo ]Ø-cbv°p hcpw `£Ww
]mIw-sNbvXv ]{¥≠p aWn-tbmsS t]mIpw. Ah-cpsS ho´p-Im-cyßƒ

Fs¥-¶nepw X\n-°-dnbptam? Adn-b-W-sa∂v B{K-l-ap-≠m-bn-´pt≠m?
ths≠∂p h®n-´-√, AXn-s\-∏‰n Btem-Nn-®n-´n-√-t∂-bp-≈q. ssaYnen -

]t£ F√mw tNmZn-®-dn-™n-´p-≠m-Ipw, Ahƒ°v Ah-sc-sbms° \√
Imcy-am-Wv, Fs¥-¶nepw sNøp∂p-≠m-Ipw.

c≠p sπbv‰v hS h∂p. Imcy-ßƒ Kuc-h-ambn FSp-t°≠ L´-ambn
F∂ apJ-`m-h-tØmsS Znt\-iv Abmsf t\m°n.

"icn, \ap°v XpS-ßmw.'
Znt\--iv bmsXmcp [rXnbpw ImWn-°msX `£Ww Ign-°m≥ XpS-ßn.

Ah≥ cmhnse F¥m-bncn°pw Ign-®n-´p-≠m-IpI? CÕ-en, tZmi......? tl
anÃ¿. Abm-fpsS D≈n¬ \n∂v Hcp i_vZw s]m¥nh-∂p. Xm≥ GXp

cmPysØ Imcy-amWv ]d-bp-∂Xv? Ah≥ [rXn ImWn-°m-Xn-cn-°m≥
{]tXyIw {i≤n-®p-sIm≠v hS Xn∂p-I-bm-Wv. hS Ign-bp-tºm-tgbv°v akm-e-

tZmi h∂p. AXns‚ hep∏w I≠v Ahs‚ IÆv X≈n-t∏m-bn.
"Fs¥mcp hep∏w!'

akm-e-tZmi apºn¬ h∂m¬ ssaYnenbpw ]d-bm-dp-≠v. "Fs¥mcp
hep∏w!' dtÃm-d-≠n¬ t]mIp-∂-Xn\p Znh-k-ßƒ°p apºp-Xs∂ Ahƒ

tZmi kv]\w ImWp-∂p. B¿Øn ImWn-°p-∂p. ]t£ km[\w apºn¬
h∂m¬ Ahƒ A[o-c-bm-Ip-∂p. "ssZhta CsX-ßns\ Rm≥ Xn∂p

Xo¿°pw? ]IpXn inth-´\v Xcs´?'
"As∏m Rms\s‚ tZmi B¿°p sImSp°pw?' Abmƒ tZjyw

]nSn®psIm≠v ]dbpw. "ssaYnenbv°v F∏gpw D≠v Cßns\ Hmtcm∂v. Cu
B¿Øn ImWn-°-ev ams{X-≈p.......'

ho´n-en-cp∂v cm{X-n`-£Ww Ign-°p∂ ka-bØv Ahƒ ]dbpw, "\√
Nn°≥ _ncn-bmWn Ign°m≥ tXm∂p-Wp....'

"\av°v \msf-Øs∂ t]mhmtem.'
]nt‰∂v dtÃm-d-≠n¬ sIm≠p-t]m-Ipw. B¿Øn I≠m¬ dtÃm-d-≠nse

F√m hn`-h-ßfpw H‰b-Sn°v Xn∂p Xo¿°p-sa∂p tXm∂pw. shbv‰¿
km[\w sIm≠p-h∂p h®m¬ XpS-ßp-I-bmbn ssaYnen-bpsS {]iv\-ßƒ.

tam\p-≠m-bn-cp-∂-t∏mƒ Imcyw Ffp-∏-am-bn-cp-∂p. AΩbv°v ths≠∂p
tXm∂nbm¬ Ah≥ sπbv‰-S°w Ahs‚ apºn-tebv°p \o°p-∂p. Ah≥

tPmen-In´n t]mb-Xn¬∏ns∂ km[-\-ßƒ _m°n-bn-Sp-I-X-s∂-bmWv ]cn-]m-
Sn. shbv‰tdmSv s]mXn™p Xcm≥ ]d-™m¬ aXn, sshIp-∂camIp-tºmƒ

ho≠pw AXp Ign-°m≥ tXm∂pw. ]t£ ssaYn-en-°-Xn-jvS-a-√. "Ahcv
\sΩ∏‰n F¥m hnNm-cn°ym?'

C\n AsXm∂pw D≠m-hm≥ t]mIp-∂n-s√∂v Abmƒ thZ-\-tbmsS
Hm¿Øp. Ct∏mƒ apºn-encn-°p∂ F´p-h-b- p-Im-c≥ c≠p hSbv°p aosX

Hcp akm-e-tZmi Xn∂m≥ IjvS-s∏-Sp-∂Xp I≠t∏mƒ Abmƒ°v IuXp-I-
amWv tXm∂n-b-Xv. Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.
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"C\n? Nmb ]d-bs´?'
"Atøm, C\n H∂n\pw ÿew-√y.' Ah≥ hb¿ Xtem-Sn-s°m≠v ]d-

™p.
"As∏m \ap°v Hcp Imcyw sNømw. Hcp sNdnb sFkv{Iow, F¥m?'

Ah≥ [¿Ω-k-¶-S-Øn-em-bn. H∂pw ths≠∂p ]d-bp-Ibpw sNbvXp.
\m´n≥]pdØp\n∂p h∂ Cu a\p-jy≥ CsXms° hmßn-Ø-cp-sa∂ [mc-

W-bp-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. Ahs‚ {]iv\w Abmƒ°p a\- n-em-bn. Abm-fpsS
D≈n¬ Hcp Ip´n kPo-h-ambn D≠m-bn-cp-∂p.

"kmc-√y.' Abmƒ kam-[m-\n-∏n-®p. "Hcp sFkv{Iow sN√m-\p≈ ÿew
IqSn-bp≠v Ahn-sS.'

Abmƒ shbv‰sd hnfn-®p. "F\n°v Hcp Nmb-Iq-Sn. Ch\v Hcp
sFkv{Iow. I∏p-a-Xn. AXn-\p≈ ÿeta D≠m-°n-bn-´p-≈q. F¥m?'

Abmƒ Znt\-ins\ t\m°n. Ah≥ Xe-bm-´n, AsX-bsX AXp-Xs∂
IjvvSs∏´v D≠m-°n-b-XmWv F∂ a´n¬. Abmƒ t]m°-‰n¬\n∂v knK-d‰v

]pd-tØ-bvs°-SpØp. th≠, dtÃm-d-≠n¬ h®v hen-°p-∂Xv icn-b-√.
"knK-d‰v hen-°-WXv \∂-√.' Znt\iv ]d-™p. "s‚ A—≥ hen-®n-cp-∂p.

AtXm≠m Im≥kdv h∂Xv∂m ]td-W-Xv.'
Abmƒ Hcp Nncn-tbmsS Xe-bm-´n. Abmƒ Btem-Nn-®p. ssaYnen apdp-

°p-Itbm, kpK‘]m°v Xn∂p-Itbm sNbvXn-cp-∂n-√. A]q¿∆-ambn
Nn°≥ Ign-°pw. AXpw ]pdØp t]mbm¬ am{Xw. hfsc Btcm-Ky-Icamb

Np‰p-]m-Sn-em-W-hƒ Pohn-®-Xv. cmhnse Bdp-a-Wn°v Ipfn-I-gn™v Aº-e-
Øn¬ t]mIpw. [mcmfw tPmen-sb-Sp-°pw. anX-amb `£-Ww. Xmt\m?

t\sc adn-®pw. Znhkw H∂c ]m°‰v knK-c-‰v, F∂pw Aev]w aZy-]m-\w,
`£-W-Øn¬ bmsXmcp {Ia-hp-an-√. F∂n´pw tcmKw tXSnsb-Øn-b-Xv.....

`£Ww Ign™v ]pd-Øn-d-ßn-b-t∏mƒ Abmƒ tNmZn-®p. "C\n?'
"shdpsX \S-°mw.' Znt\iv ]d-™p. "ChnsS ASp-ØmWv AΩ tPmen-

Sv°W ^vfm‰v. thW¶o ImWn-®p-X-cmw.'
hntcm-[-an-s√∂ a´n¬ Abmƒ Xe-bm-´n. \S-∂p-sIm-≠n-cns° Abmƒ

ho≠pw kz¥w temItØbv°p t]mbn. \mep Znhkw apºmWv ssaYnen
]d-™-Xv.

"F\n-°n∂v \√ t`Zw≠v. Cßns\ Aß´v amdym¬ aXym-bn-cp-∂p.'
"Hs° thKw amdpws∂bv.' Db¿∂p-h∂ tXß¬ HXp-°n-s°m≠v

Abmƒ ]d-™p.
"amdo´v thWw \ap°v tams‚ ASpØp t]mbn sImd®p Znhkw Xma-kn-

°m≥. Ip™n-tamfvsS Ifn-sbms° IÆn¬°m-Wzm.'
"\av°v t]mhmtem ssaYn-en. AXn{X {]bm-k≈ Imcym-tWm.'

"t]mº B ]mebv° sIm≠vt]mWw. F\n°vXs∂ AXv tamsf sI´n-
°Ww. AtX Rm\Xv tams‚ Iøn¬ sImSp-Ø-b-°m-Xn-cp-∂-Xv. AXv

sI´n®n´v Ahsf aSo-en-cpØn \ap-s°mcp {Kq∏v t^mt´m FSp-°-Ww.......'
Abm-ƒ Fgp-t∂¬°pw. ]ns∂ AhnsS Ccn-°pI hnja-am-Wv. aq∂v

amkw apºmWv Ah-fpsS K¿`m-ibw FSp-Øp-I-f-™-Xv. At∏m-tgbv°pw
A¿∫pZw AXns‚ thcp-Iƒ FtØ-≠n-S-sØms° FØn-®n-cp-∂p. Icfpw

hr°bpw Ign™v izmk-tIm-i-Øn-te-bv°p≈ {]bm-W-am-Wv. C\n ]c-am-
h[n c≠p amkw. tUmIvS¿ ]d-™p. AXn-\p-≈n¬ Ahsc am\-kn-I-ambn

Xøm-sdSp-∏n-°-bmWv th≠Xv. ssaYn-ensb AXn\p ]‰p-sa∂v tXm∂p-∂n-
√. Ahƒ°v Ct∏mgpw a\- n¬ \ndsb kz]v\-ßfm-Wv.

Znt\iv kwkm-cn-°p-I-bm-Wv. H∏w \S-°p∂ A∏q-∏≥ {i≤n-°p-∂n-
s√∂p tXm∂n-bm¬ Ah≥ kwkmcw \n¿Øn Abmsf t\m°pw. Abmƒ

{i≤n-°p-I-bm-sW∂ a´n¬ Xe-bm-´pw. Ccp-h-i-Øpap≈ IS-I-sf-∏-‰n-bm-bn-
cp∂p Ah≥ ]d-™p-sIm-≠n-cp-∂-Xv. AhnsS In´p∂ AZv`p-X-h-kvXp-°-sf-

∏‰n. F¥p-sImt≠m Abmƒ°ht\mSv kvt\lw tXm∂n.
"CXm ASpØ Xncn-hn-emWv AΩ tPmen-Sv°W ^vfm‰v. AXm B

ImWvWnt√ B Hbcw IqSnb sI´nSw?'
Abmƒ°p a\- n-em-bn-cp-∂p. Ipd®p t\c-ambn Abmƒ°Xp a\- n-em-
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bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ hm’-ey-tØmsS Ahs‚ Xe Xtem-Sn.
"C∏ ka-sb-{Xymbn?' Znt\-iv tNmZn-®p.

Abmƒ hm®p t\m°n. "]Xn-s\m-∂c.'
"C∏ AΩ ]pXnb ho´n-em-bn-cn-°pw. aq∂mw s\te-ev. Rm\n-Xp-hsc

AhnsS t]mbn-´n-√. Fß\sØ Bƒ°m-cm-s∂m∂pw Ado-√y. thW¶o
t]mbn-t\m-°mw.'

"t]mbn t\m°mw.'
B \m´n≥]p-d-ØpIm-cs\ C{X henb sI´n-S-Øn-\p-≈nep≈ hnti-j-

ßƒ ImWn®p sImSp°m≥ Ah\v Xmev]-cy-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. sKbv‰n¬
\n¬°p∂ bqWn-t^m-an´ c≠p sk°yq-cn-‰n-°m¿ Ahsc t\m°n Nncn-®p.

Znt\-i\v Bizm-k-am-bn. C\n Ipg-∏-sam-∂p-an-√. CSbv°p AΩsb At\z-
jn®p hcm-dp-≈-Xp-sIm≠v Ahs\ Ah¿°p ]cn-N-b-amWv. AdnbmØ

Hcmsf H∏w sIm≠p-h-∂m¬ Fs¥-¶nepw ]d-bptam F∂-h\v `b-ap-≠m-bn-
cp-∂p. t^mb-dn-se-Øn-b-t∏mƒ Ah≥ HmSn-s®∂v en^v‰ns‚ _´¨

Aa¿Øp-∂Xv Abmƒ IuXp-ItØmsS t\m°n-\n-∂p. en^v‰ns‚ hmXn¬
Ccp-h-i-tØbv°pw Xpd-∂p. Ahs‚ ]n∂mse Abmfpw AIØp Ib-dn.

Ah≥ ^m\ns‚ kzn®n-´p, aq∂mw \º¿ _´-a-\¿Øn. \n\-°v CsXms°
Adn-bmas√ F∂ `mh-Øn¬ Abmƒ Ahs\ t\m°n. AX-h≥ {]Xo-

£n®n-´p-≠m-I-Ww, ImcWw Ah\pw "I≠nt√' F∂ `mh-Øn¬ Abmsf
t\m°p-I-bm-bncp∂p. en^v‰ns‚ hmXn¬ Xpd∂p, Ah¿ ]pdØp IS-∂p.

Znt\iv s]s´∂v A[o-c-\mbn, F¥mWv sNtø-≠Xv F∂ Xocp-am-\-sa-Sp-
°m≥ ]‰m-Ø-t]mse Abmsf t\m°n. H∂m-tem-Nn® tijw Ah≥ ]d-

™p.
"A∏q-∏≥ ChnsS \n∂m-a-Xn, AI-tØbv°p hc-≠.' Ahs‚ ss[cy-

sa√mw tNm¿∂p-t]m-bt]m-se.
"C√ Rm≥ AIØp Ib-dp-∂n-√, t]msc.' Abmƒ Znt\-in\v Dd∏p

sImSp-Øp. Ah≥ hmXnen\SpØp sN∂v ssIbp-b¿Øn s_√-Sn-®p.
hmXn¬ Xpd-∂Xv Ahs‚ AΩ Xs∂-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Ah¿ tNmZn-®p.

"F¥m tams\?' shdpsX h∂-Xm-sW∂ A¿∞-Øn¬ Ah≥ Npa¬ -Ip-
ep-°n. Ipd-®-∏p-dØv Ahs\ t\m°n-\n¬°p∂ Bsf At∏m-gm-W-hƒ

I≠-Xv.
"Atøm kmdv. Ahƒ Abmƒ°p IS-°m-\mbn amdn-\n-∂p. Abmƒ

AIØp IS-°msX Nncn-®psIm≠v \n¬°p-I-bm-Wv.
"\ns‚ tam≥ ]d-™n-´p-≈Xv AIØp IS-°-≠m-∂m-Wv.'

"AsX-¥mSm?'
Ah≥ AΩ-bpsS ASpØp sN∂v kzIm-cy-ambn tNmZn-®p.

"CXm-cmWv AtΩ?'
"CXv Chn-SpsØ kmdmWv tams\? \o kmdn-t\mSv hnUvVnØw h√Xpw

]dt™zm?' Ahƒ Abmsf t\m°n. Fs¥-¶nepw ]d-™n-´p-s≠-¶n¬
am∏m-°-W-sa∂ a´n¬.

"Gbv, Ah≥ H∂pw ]d-™n-√. \ns‚ tam≥ anSp-°-\m-Wv.'
Znt\-iv AΩ-bpsS kmcn-bn¬ apJ-a-a¿Øn Abmsf CSw-I-Æn´v t\m°p-

I-bm-Wv. Ahs‚ apJsØmcp ]p©n-cn.
Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

"Znt\-iv, Rm≥ AIØp IS-t∂ms´?'
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