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H∂mw Znhkw

hS-°p-\n-∂p≈ ]pjv-]pƒ Xoh≠n Ac-a-Wn-°q¿ sshIn aq∂mw \º¿ πm‰v-t^m-an-seØn Hcp \Sp-°-tØmsS

\n∂p. H∂mw \º¿ πm‰p-t^m-an-te-bv°p t]mIm-\p≈ ta¬-∏m-e-Øns‚ tImWn-bn¬ Cc-ºp∂ P\-ßƒ-°n-

S-bn¬ Db¿-Ø-s∏-Sp-hm≥ kzbw \n∂p-sIm-Sp-°p-tºmƒ \m≥kn Btem-Nn-®p. Hcp ]pXnb Znh-kw. tkm∏p-

s]m-Sn-bpsS ]c-ky-Øn¬ ImWp∂ Ae-°n-tØ® ]g-©≥ hkv{Xw am{Xw! I¿-Ømth Cu NXn Ft∂mSp

th≠n-bn-cp-∂n-√! ae-sh-≈-Øn¬ s]mßp-X-Sn-t]m-sebp≈ bm{X Ah-km-\n-®-t∏mƒ H∂mw \º¿ πm‰p-t^m-

ans‚ s]mfn™ Xd-bn¬ hogmsX c≠p-Im-en¬ Cd-ßm≥ {ian-®v, ta¬-∏m-e-Ønse bm{X-bn-se-t∏mtgm Bh-

iy-Øn-e-[nIw \o≠p-h∂ ssIhn-c-ep-I-fn¬ tk^v-‰n-]n≥ Xmgv-Øn-b-t∏m-gp-≠mb "B-lv' i–-Øns‚ DS-a-

ÿs‚ NΩnb apJØp t\m°msX Ahƒ ]pdØp IS-∂p.

C{Xbpw icn, C\n? \m≥kn kzbw tNmZn-®p.  tÃjs‚ apºn-ep≈ hnim-e-X-I-gn™v \nc-Øn-se-Øn-b-t∏mƒ

ho≠pw bm{X-°m¿ Hcp ]pg-bmbn Hgp-Im≥ XpS-ßn. C\n tPmkv PMv-j-\n-se-Øp-tºm-tg°v sX°v hS-s°∂

hn`m-Kob Nn¥-I-fp-ambn Ah¿ ]ncn-™p-t]m-Ip-∂p. kn\n-am-im-e-I-fpsS t]cn¬ _kv-tÃm-∏p-Iƒ Adn-b-s∏-

Sp∂ Cu \K-c-Øn¬ sX°v Zo]bpw hS°v tjWm-bokpw ]fl-bp-am-Wv. Ahƒ°v sXt°m-´mWv t]mtI-≠-

Xv.

\ncØv apdn®p IS-°p-tºmƒ Uyp´n-bn-ep-≠m-bn-cp∂ sNdp-∏-°m-c-\mb t]meo-kp-Im-c≥ Nncn-®p-sIm≠v ssI

ImWn®v hml-\-ßƒ \n¿-Øn. F∂pw sNøm-dp≈ Imcy-am-W-Xv. Ahsf I≠m¬ \∂mbn H∂p Nncn-°pw,

]ns∂ ssIIm´n hml-\-ßƒ \ndpØn Ahƒ°p t]mIm≥ hgn sImSp-°pw. Ahƒ°p am{Xw. ]n∂n¬ hcp∂

hb- mb kv{Xo-Iƒ Ah-fpsS H∏-sa-Øp-∂-Xn-\p-apºp Xs∂ hml-\-ßƒ°p t]mIm≥ AS-bmfw sImSp-°p-

Ibpw sNøpw. "hm-bn¬ t\m°n-!' Nncn-®p-sIm≠v \S-∂-I-ep-tºmƒ Ahƒ a\- n¬ Icp-Xpw.

tjm∏ns‚ Nn√p-hm-Xn¬ Xpd∂v Ahƒ AIØp Ib-dn. ameXn Iºyq-´-dns‚ apºn¬ tPmen XpS-ßn-bn-cp-

∂p. Xs‚ Iºyq-́ -dn\p apºn¬  ̀ mkv-I-c≥-km-dn-cp∂v tPmen-sb-Sp-°p-∂p-≠v. \m≥-knsb I≠-t∏mƒ Abmƒ

hm®p-t\m-°n.

Ahƒ _mKv \ne-Øp-h®v kmdns‚ ]n∂n¬ \n∂p-sIm≠v tamWn-‰-dn-te-bv°p t\m°n. Ft¥m ]pXnb tPmen

In´n-b-Xm-Wv.

"-]p-Xnb tPmen-bm-tWm-?'

¢n∏m¿-´n¬ \n∂v Hcp {Km^nIv FSp-°p-∂-Xn¬ {i≤n-°p-I-bm-bn-cp∂ Abmƒ H∂pw ]d-™n-√.

"-km-sd-gp-t∂-t‰m-fq, Rm≥ sNømw-.' Ahƒ ]d-™p. Abmƒ ho≠pw H∂pw ]d-™n-√, ssIsIm≠v Hcp

an\p‰v F∂v BwKyw ImWn-°pI am{Xw sNbv-Xp.

"-Rm≥ sshIn hcp-tºmƒ kmdv hm®p t\m°-WXv F\n°v Xosc C„-√-.' Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-Rm-s\m∂pw ]d-™n-√-t√m-.'

"-km-sdm∂pw ]d-b-≠! h≠n sshIn hcp-∂-Xn\v Rms\¥p sNøm-\m-?'

{Km^nIv ̂ b-en-te-bv°v Ctºm¿´p sNbvXp Ign-™p. sNtø≠ Imcy-ßƒ Abmƒ Ahƒ°p ]d™p

sImSp-°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p.  sshIp-t∂-c-Øn-\p-≈n¬ sNbvXp sImSp-t°-≠-Xm-Wv. IÃ-a¿ \mep-a-Wn°v hcpw.

Ahƒ Iºq-´-dn\p apºn-en-cp∂p tPmen XpS-ßn.

"\o \ns‚ \o≠ \Jw sIm≠v Fs‚ Iot_m¿Up \in-∏n-°pw-.' \m≥-kn-bpsS \o≠, Nph∂ t]mfn-jn´

\J-ßƒ t\m°n-s°m≠v Abmƒ ]d-™p.

F©n≥ ss{Uhsd

kvt\ln® s]¨Ip´n
(t\mh¬)
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"-A-t∏mƒ thsd Iot_m¿Uv hmß-Ww-.' Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-\ns‚ A∏≥ hmßn-sh-®-sXm-∂p-a√ Cu Iot_m¿-Uv-.'

Ahƒ tPmen \n¿Øn Xs‚ CSXp ssIhn-c-ep-Iƒ hnS¿Øn \J-ß-fpsS ̀ wKn Bkz-Zn-®p. Xte∂v Hm^o-

kp-hn´p t]mIp-tºmƒ Hcp teUokv tÃmdn¬ Ibdn If¿ ]cn-tim-[n-®-Xm-Wv. tkbn¬-kv-am≥ Hcp ]pXnb ]ø-

\m-bn-cp-∂p. A©p hnc-enepw t]mfn-jn´ tijw ssIhn-S¿-Øn-°m-Wn®v Abm-tfmSp tNmZn-®p. "-`w-Kn-t≠m?'

Abmƒ hnh-i-\m-bn-s°m≠v ]d-™p. "-Ip-´osS hnc-ep-Iƒ \√ ̀ wKn--≠v-.'

"-icn \msf hmßmw sIt´m-?' Ahƒ _mKpw tXmfn-en´v ]pdØp IS-∂p.

Bgv-N-bn-sem-cn-°¬ Hmtcm tjm∏n  ¬ Ib-dn-bm¬ t]mfnjv hmßmsX Ign-°mw.

"-km-dns‚ Ipg-∏-sa-¥m-sW-t∂m-?' Ahƒ ]d-™p. "-H∂p ]d™v c≠m-a-Ø-Xn\v Fs‚ A∏\v hnfn-°pw-.'

"-A-∏-\t√ \ns∂ Fs‚ a≠-bv-°n´p t]mb-Xv?  As√-¶n¬ B ]mh-Øns\ F¥n\p ]d-b-Ww? Abmfv

t_mwt_ev InS∂p I„-s∏´p tPmen-sb-Sp-°p-∂p! Cu sXdn® hnØns\ sI´n-®-b-°m≥ th≠n-!'

"-A-∏≥ A{X ]mshm∂pw A√-.'

Ahƒ tPmen XpS¿-∂p. sXm´-Sp-Øp≈ tai-°-cnsI ameXn tPmen sNøp-I-bm-Wv. Ahƒ H∂pw kwkm-

cn-°n-√. tNmZn-®-Xn-\p≈ adp-]Sn am{Xw hmbn¬ \n∂p hogpw.

"-kmsd Rm\mcp F©n≥ ss{Uh-sd-∏‰n ]d-bm-dn-t√-?' \m≥kn ]d-™p. "-Im-Wm≥ ̀ wKn-≈ Hcp ]ø≥-?'

"\o ImWm≥ ̀ wKn-bn-√mØ Bsc-∏-‰nbpw CXp-hsc H∂pw ]d-™n-´n-√-s√m.'

"-A-bmfv ho≠pw h∂n-́ p-≠v. C∂v Rm≥ h∂ h≠oev Abm-fm-bn-cp∂p ss{Uh-dv. Rm≥ \S∂p hcp-tºmƒ

Abmƒ ImØp-\n¬-∏p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. Fs∂ t\m°n \√ Nncn-.'

"-A-bmƒ F√m s]¨-Ip-´n-Isf t\m°nbpw Nncn-°p-∂p-≠m-hpw-.' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ ]d-™p.

"-F√m s]¨-Ip-´n-Isf t\m°nbpw Nncn-t°y? sIm√pw Rm≥ Abm-sf. hmbn¬-t\m-°n-!'

ameXn Nncn-°p-I-bm-Wv. ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Nncn-°p-∂n-√. Ij≠n Ib-dnb Xe-bn¬ XnI®pw hwi-\m-i-

Øns‚ h°n-seØn \n¬-°p∂ Aev]w \c® Xe-apSn Dgn-™p-sIm≠v Abmƒ ]d-™p.

"-\obm am‰¿ aq∂p aWn-°p-≈n¬ Xo¿-Øn-s√-¶n¬ Rm≥ \ns∂-bmWv sIm√p-I. IÃ-a¿-°Xv sshIo´v

{] n¬ sImSp-t°-≠-Xm-Wv-.'

"-kmdv Cß-s\-sbms° ̀ oj-Wn-s∏-Sp-Øym¬ Rm≥ thsd tPmen At\z-jn-®p-t]m-hpw-.'

"-Rm≥ A{X-bv-s°ms° ̀ mKyw sNbv-Xn-´p-t≠m-?' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tNmZn-®p.

F¥m-bmepw {]mW-`bw ImcWw Ahƒ tPmen-sb-Sp-°m≥ XpS-ßn.

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tjm∏n-\p-≈n¬ Hcp aqe-bn¬ D≠m-°nb IÆm-Sn-°q-́ n¬ t]mbn Ccp-∂p. B tNº¿ ASp-

Øp-≠m-°n-b-Xm-Wv. \m≥-kn-bn¬-\n∂v c£-s∏-Sm-\m-sW-∂mWv ameXn ]d-bp-∂-Xv. AXn-\p-≈n¬ Atem-k-

c-s∏-Sp-Øp∂ i–-ßƒ FØp-∂n-√. ho´n-en-cn-°m≥ hsø∂ ImcWw sIm≠mWv Cu _nkn-\ p XpS-ßn-

b-Xp-X-s∂. ̀ mcy Hcp ]cm-Xn-s∏-́ n-bm-Wv. F¥n\pw thh-em-Xn. Ata-cn-°-bn-ep≈ aI-s‚tbm acp-a-I-fp-sStbm

t^m¨ hcm≥ Hcp Znhkw sshIn-bm¬ aXn \fn-\n-bpsS thh-emXn XpS-ßm≥. ]ns∂ sskzc-an-√. a{Zm-kn-

ep≈ aI-fpsS IØp In´n-bm¬-]ns∂ Hcm-gv-N-bv°v Ah-fpsS I„-∏m-Sp-Iƒ FÆn-s∏-dp°n ]d-b-em-Wv. tPmen-

°m-cn-bn-√m, c≠mw ¢mkn¬ ]Tn-°p∂ aqØ Ip´n-bpsS am¿°v Ipd-hm-Wv, Aßns\ XpS-ßp∂p thh-em-Xn-

Iƒ. aIƒ Ahn-sS-\n∂v Bh-em-Xn-°-Øp-Iƒ Ab-°m\pw AΩ AXn-s\ms° Xp≈m-\pw. CsX√mw tIƒ-

°p-∂-Xnepw t`Zw ChnsS h∂n-cn-°p-I-bm-Wv. c≠p Ip´n-Iƒ. Ah¿ \∂mbn tPmen-sb-Sp-°pw. ameXn A[n-

I-sam∂pw kwkm-cn-°n-√. Ah-fpsS kwkmcw IqSn \m≥kn Gs‰-Sp-Øn-cn-°p-∂p. Ah-fpsS Xam-i-Iƒ tI´p-

sIm≠v t\cw t]mIp-∂p. c≠p t]cpsS iº-f-Øn∂pw hmS-I-bv-°p-ap≈ ]Ww In´pw. A{X-am-{Xw. AsXms°

t]msc?

t]mcm F∂mWv \m≥kn ]d-bp-∂-Xv. kmdv H∂p c≠p Iºyq-́ ¿ IqSn hmß-Ww, \√ c≠p ]ø-∑msc ssS]v-

sk-t‰-gv-kmbn \nb-an-°Ww F∂v Ahƒ ]d-bp-∂p. B¨]nt≈-cn-√mØ Hm^okv F¥n\p sIm≈pw?

\m≥-kn-bpsS a\- n-en-cn∏v ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿°p DSs\ a\- n-em-hp-∂p. Xs‚ Hm^okv \∂m-°m-\p≈ \m≥-

kn-bpsS hy{K-Xsb At±lw A`n-\-µn-°p-∂p. Abmƒ tNmZn-°p-∂p.

"-c≠v B¨-]n-t≈cp Xs∂ thW-a-t√-?'

"-A-tX, ChnsS Rßƒ c≠v s]¨-]n-t≈-ct√ D≈-Xv-?'

"-H-cmsf sh°mw. ]ns∂ Rms\m-cp-Ø-\nt√ BWm-bn-´v-?'

"-km-dv-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.'   Ahƒ \n¿-Øn. ]ns∂ ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb-cpsS Ij≠n Ib-dnb Xe-bnepw apJØpw t\m°n-

s°m≠v ]d-™p.

"-AXv ame-XosS C„w-.'

Abmƒ Dds° Nncn-°m≥ XpS-ßn.
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   c≠mw Znhkw

cmhnse DW¿-∂-t∏mƒ \m≥kn Btem-Nn-®p. as‰mcp Znh-kw-IqSn Xs‚ a≠-bn-en-´n-cn-°p-∂p. ssZh-ta,

AXns‚ Bh-iy-ap-≠m-bn-cp-t∂m. shdpw km[m-cW Znh-kw. CXp-sIm≠v Rms\¥p sNøm-\m-Wv? Fgp-t∂¬-

°-Ww, ]√p tX°-Ww, Ipfn-°-Ww. ta¬-°pfn am{X-ta-bp-≈q. Xe Igp-Ip-∂Xv sshIp-t∂-c-am-Wv. cmhnse

Xe-Ip-fn-®m¬ apSn DW-ßn-°n-´n-√. tN®n-bpsS Iøn¬ ss{Ub-dp-≠v. Ign™ {]mhiyw ̀ ¿-Ømhv Zp_m-bn¬-

\n∂p eohn¬ h∂-t∏mƒ sIm≠p-h-∂-Xm-Wv. AXv tN®n-Xs∂ D]-tbm-Kn-°msX Aapey\n[n-bmbn Ae-am-

dn-bn¬ h®n-cn-°-bm-Wv. ]pd-s∏-́ v, tN®n-bp-≠m-°nb ]q´pw IS-e-bpw-.-.-.-.-.-]q´pw IS-e-bpw! ssZhta Fs∂-¶nepw

Ipd-®p-IqSn Xn∂m≥ sIm≈m-hp∂ km[-\-ß-fp-≠m-°m≥ tN®n-sb-s°m≠v tXm∂n-°-W-ta!

kz¿-Æ-_-°n-fp-I-fp≈ tXm¬-k©n tXmfn-en v́ Ahƒ hmXn¬ Xpd-∂p. ap´p-IpØn Ccp-∂p-sIm-≠v, apºn¬

{]Xo-£-I-tfmsS \n¬-°p∂ s\¬-ks\ ASpØp ]nSn-®p. Ahs‚ apJw \ndsb sFkv{Iow ]c-∂n-cn-°p-∂p.

DΩ sImSp-°m≥ Hcp ]gp-Xn-\p-th≠n Ahƒ ]c-Xn. C√ Hcn©p ]gp-Xn-√.

"-F-¥n\m tN®o Cu sIm®n\v cmhn-se-Øs∂ sFkv{Iow sImSp-Ø-Xv-?'

"Hm, Rm≥ sImSp-Øn´v thWt√m Ah-\v-?'

Imcyw icn-bm-Wv. Ah≥ Xs∂ {^n÷v Xpd∂v apºn¬ Ht∂m ct≠m U∫-Iƒ h®v AXn-\p-ap-I-fn¬ Ibdn

{^ok-sd∂ kz¿-§-Øn-se-Øp-∂p. ]ns∂ Iøn´p am¥-em-Wv.

"-Rm-s\-ß\m CXn-s\m-cpΩ sImSp-°zm-?'

At\z-jWw \n¿-Øn, Ah-km\w HcpΩ Ahs‚ apJ-tØ-bv°v Im‰n¬ ]dØn Imcyw Ign®v Ahƒ ]pd-

tØ-bv-°n-d-ßn.

πm‰v-t^m-an¬ IS-∂-t∏m-gmWv Hcp h≠n hcp-∂Xv I≠-Xv. sshIn-tbm-Sp∂ GsX-¶nepw h≠n-bm-bn-cn-°pw.

AXn¬ Ibdmw Bephm FØp-tºm-tg-bv°v ko‰p In´m-Xn-cn-°n-√. As√-¶n¬ th≠. Xs‚ ÿncw ]pjv-]pƒ

Xs∂ hc-t´. AXn¬ Ahƒ°v {]Xo-£n-°m≥ Nne-sXm-s°-bp-≠v. aq∂p amk-ambn \„-s∏´ Nne-Xv. Hcp t\m´w

am{X-am-bn-cn-°mw. AXp aXn. B t\m´w Ahsf Hcp Znhkw apgp-h≥ sIm≠p \S-°p-∂p.

]pjv-]pƒ {]k-cn-t∏msS πm‰v-t^m-an-se-Øn-t®¿-∂p. F©n≥-dq-an¬-\n∂v ]pd-tØ°p ]d∂p h∂ Nncn Xncn-

®p-sIm-SpØv Ahƒ thKw sXm´-Sp-Øp≈ Iºm¿-´p-sa‚n¬ Ib-dn. Ah-fpsS Kmßv Ahƒ-°mbn Icp-Xn-h®

ko‰n¬ Aa¿-∂n-cp-∂-t∏mƒ Ahƒ Btem-Nn-®p. Rm≥ ho≠pw {]W-b-Øns‚ \dp-aWw s]mgn-°p∂ ]qt¥m-

-́Øn-se-Øn-t®¿-∂n-cn-°p-∂p. C{Xbpw ISp-∏-ap≈ hm°p-Iƒ a\- n¬ h∂-Xn¬ Ahƒ°v kzbw aXn-∏p-tXm-

∂n. F©n≥-dq-anse kpµ-c-apJw Xev-°mew a\- n¬ \n∂v XpS-®p-am‰n Iq´p-Im-cn-I-fp-ambn kwkm-cn-°m≥ XpS-

ßn. h≠n \oßn-b-t∏mƒ Ah¿ \n¿-Øn-h® A¥m-£cn ho≠pw XpS-ßn. AX-ßn-s\-bm-Wv. tÃj-\n¬ h≠n

\n∂m¬ Ifn \n¿-Øpw, ]pd-s∏-´m¬ \n∂n-SØp \n∂p-Xs∂ XpS-ßpw. AXns‚ IWniw \m≥-knsb AZv-`p-

X-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn-́ p-≠v. Hcn-°-se-¶nepw ]d-™p-\n¿-Ønb ]m v́ ad-∂p-t]m-hp-Itbm ASpØp ]mSm-\p≈ ]m´ns‚

Cuc-Sn-Iƒ \mhn¬ hcm-Xn-cn-°tbm sNøn-√. tÃj-\n¬ h≠n \n¿-Øp-tºm-gp-≠m-hp∂ hnc-kX Ah¿ a\-

 ns‚ X¬-°me tÃm¿ dqan¬, Hm¿-Ω-bn¬ \ns∂-SpØ ]m´p-Iƒ \nd-°pI hgn C√m-Xm-°p-∂p. AXp-sIm≠v

Htcm tÃj≥ ]n∂n-Sp-tºmgpw Ah¿ Sm¶p \ndsb s]t{Sm-f-Sn® h≠n-t]mse Cc-ºp-∂p.

X\n°v a’-cn-°m≥ Ign-bn-s√∂v \m≥-kn-°-dn-bmw. ]m´p-Iƒ C„-s∏-Sm-Ø-Xp-sIm-≠-√. Ah Hm¿-Ω-bn¬

hcn-√. a\- n¬ a‰p {][m-\-s∏´ Imcy-ß-fm-Wv. c≠p Znhkw XpS¿-®-bmbn I≠n-cp∂ Hcmsf aq∂mw Znhkw

ImWm-Xn-cp-∂m¬ AXn-\p≈ Imc-W-ßƒ At\z-jn-°-Ww. teUokv tÃmdp-I-fnse tkbn¬-kv-am≥-am¿ \√

tPmen-In´n t]mbm-ep-≠m-Ip∂ hnShv \nI-Ø-Ww. CXn-s\m-s°-bn-S-bn¬ ]m´p-I-tfm¿-Øn-cn-°m≥ hnj-a-am-

Wv.  Ahƒ kn\na I≠n-cp-∂Xv ]pXnb Nqcn-Zm-dp-I-fp-sSbpw ame-I-fp-sSbpw ̂ mj≥ Adn-bm-\m-bn-cp-∂p. ]ns∂

\mb-I-∑msc ImWm-\pw. ]m´p-Iƒ Ah-fn¬ hen-sbmcp aXn∏v D≠m-°n-bn-cp-∂n-√.

tXm¬-hn-bpsS NoØ Nphbpw hmbn¬-t]dn Ahƒ Iºm¿-́ p-sa‚n¬-\n∂p ]pd-Øp-I-S-∂p. kvt\ln-X-Iƒ

Iºm¿-́ p-sa‚n-\p-≈n¬ am{X-am-bn-cp-∂p. ]pdØv Ahƒ H‰-bv°p \S-°m≥ C„-s∏-́ p. Ah-fpsS kzIm-cy-X-bn¬

ssII-S-Øm≥ Ah-fm-scbpw A\p-h-Zn-®n-√. \Sptdm´n-em-bn-cp∂p Ah-fpsS kzIm-cy-X-sb-∂Xv thsd Imcyw.

Ahƒ ]me-Øn\p aosX t]mImsX h≠n-bpsS ap∂n-te-bv°p πm‰p-t^m-an-eqsS \S-∂p. ss{Uh¿ Nncn-°p-I-

bm-Wv. Abm-fpsS t\m -́Øn¬ tNmZy-ap-≠v. F¥mWv ]me-Øn-t∑¬ Ib-dmsX ]mf-ßƒ apdn®p IS-°p-∂-sX∂

tNmZyw. Ahƒ°pw tNmZy-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. Ign™ aq∂p amk-°mew Fhn-sS-bm-bn-cp-∂p? tNmZn-°mØ tNmZy-

ßƒ a\- n¬ InS∂v hnßn-b-t∏mƒ Ahƒ°v tZzjyw ]nSn-®p. Ahƒ H∂pw ]d-bmsX Xe-sh-´n®p \S∂p

sdbn¬-]m-f-ßƒ apdn-®p-I-S-°m≥ XpS-ßn. hne-ß-s\-bn´ c≠p h≠n-I-fn¬ Ib-dn-bn-d-ßn-bXp em`w. Znh-k-

Øns‚ em`-\-„-°-W-°p-I-fpsS t]Pn¬ AXp Ipdn-®n-´p-sIm≠v Ahƒ H∂mw \º¿ πm‰v-t^m-an-se-Øn.

tjm∏n¬ ameXn Iºyq-´-dn\p apºn¬ tPmen XpS-ßn-bn-cp-∂p. tNº-dn¬, apI-fn¬ \n∂p≈ kvt]m-´v-sse‰v

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb-cpsS Ij-≠n-Ø-e-bn¬ Hcp \ne-hn-f°p sImfp-Øn-h® {]Xo-Xn-bp-≠m-°n. BZy-ap-≠mb

hnImcw apºn¬ t]mbn Hcp {iotIm-hn-en-se∂ t]mse sXmgm-\m-Wv. Ahƒ ]≈n-bn¬ t]mIp∂ t]mse-

Øs∂ Aº-e-Ønepw t]mbn-cp-∂p. tN®n Ahsf imkn-°m-dp-≠v. \ΩpsS aX-Øn\v ]‰n-b-X√ Aº-e-Øn¬

t]m°pw a‰pw.  \ap°v \ΩpsS hnizm-k-ßƒ, Ah¿°v Ah-cp-tS-Xpw. \m≥kn ]t£ IqSp-X¬ Nn¥n-®n-cp-∂p.
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ssZh-apt≠m C√tbm F∂-hƒ°p \n›-b-an-√.  Nne Imcy-ßƒ ImWp-tºmƒ tXm∂pw ssZh-an√ F∂v. DZm-

l-c-W-ambn taml≥-em-ens‚ ]pXnb kn\na ImWm≥ B¿Øn ]nSn®v t]mIp-tºmƒ Sn°‰v In´m-Xn-cn-°p-I,

t_mkv ]pd-Øp-t]mb X°w t\m°n B -̈]n-t≈sc Bsc-sb-¶nepw t^mWn¬ hnfn®p sIm≠n-cn-s°, Rm≥

\ns∂ kvt\ln-°p∂p F∂p ]d-bp∂ \n¿-Æm-b-I-L-´-Øn¬ At±lw Xncn®p hcnI XpS-ßnb Zpc-¥-ßƒ

hcp-tºmƒ Ahƒ°p tXm∂pw ssZh-an√ F∂v. F¶nepw Hcp dnkvIv FSp-°m≥ Ahƒ {ian-®n-√. ssZh-an-s√-

¶n¬ Ipg-∏-an-√. ]t£ Ds≠-¶n-tem? Ds≠-¶n¬ AXv ]≈n-bn-se-∂-t]mse Aº-e-ß-fnepw D≠m-hm-\mWv

km[y-X. CXv ap≥-Iq-´n-°≠v Ahƒ Aº-e-Ønepw t]mbn. am{X-a√ sNdp-∏-°m-c\pw kpap-J-\p-amb im¥n-

°m-cs‚ A¿-≤-\-·-tZlw Ahƒ-°n-„-am-bn-cp-∂p. shfpØv hncn™ amdn¬ \ndsb tcma-ßƒ. BsI ]pX-

®p-aq-Snb ]≈o-e-®s‚ tZl-hp-ambn Ahƒ Xmc-X-ay-s∏-Sp-Øpw. ]≈o-e-®\pw sNdp-∏-°m-c\pw kpap-J\pw Xs∂-

bm-Wv.  ]t£ hkv-{X-[m-c-W-Øn-ep≈ hyXymkw im¥n-°m-c\v Hcp am¿°v Iq´n-s°m-Sp-Øp. {]kmZw Xcp-

tºmƒ im¥n-°m-cs‚ IÆp-Iƒ Ah-fpsS tZlw Bcm-[-\-bm¬ Dgn™v Akzm-ÿy-ap-≠m-°p-tºmƒ Ahƒ

AtX I¿Ωw sIm≠v im¥n-°m-c-s\bpw hnj-an-∏n-®p. Aº-e-Øn¬-\n∂p ]pdØp IS-°p-tºmƒ em -̀\-„-°-

W°v Xpey-am-bn-cn-°pw.

"-C-s∂¥m ka-b-Øn\p Xs∂ FØn-bn-́ p-≠-t√m-?' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ hnfn®p ]d-™p. "-A-Zv-̀ p-X-ßƒ kw -̀

hn°mw At√-?'

"-Rm-\-s√-¶nte tZzjyw ]nSn-®n-´m hcp-∂-Xv-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p. "-C\n kmdpw Fs∂ tZzjyw ]nSn-∏n-°-≠-.'

"-F¥p ]‰o tamsf-?' Abmƒ tNº-dn\p ]pdØp IS-∂p-sIm≠v tNmZn-®p.

"-H-∂p-an-√-.'

"-C∂v F©n≥ ss{Uh¿ \ns∂ t\m°n Nncn-®n-t√-?'

"-Nn-cn-®p. AXmWv F\n°v tZzjyw ]nSn-°m≥ Imc-Ww-.'

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Bi-b-°p-g-∏-Øn-em-bn. Hcp sNdp-∏-°m-c≥ t\m°n Nncn-®n-s√-¶n¬ am{Xw tZzjyw ]nSn-

°p∂ BfmWv  apºn¬ \n¬-°p-∂-Xv? At∏mƒ Ipg∏w as‰t¥m BWv. Abmƒ \m≥-kn°v sNøm-\p≈ tPmen

G¬-∏n®p sImSp-Øp, Xs‚ tNº-dn¬ t]mbn. aIs‚ IØp-≠v. "A-—≥ C‚-s\-s‰-Sp-°p. Rm≥ C -̨sa-bn-en¬

Znh-khpw _‘-s∏-Smw. Hcp tem°¬ Imfns‚ Nne-hn¬ F\n°v Ata-cn-°-bn¬-\n∂v C -̨sa-bn¬ Ab-°mw.

F{X Nnehp hcp-sa∂v Adn-bn-°q, Rm≥ sN°-b-®p-X-cmw-.'

Ah\v h´m-Wv!

   aq∂mw Znhkw

aq∂mw Znh-kw? Ub-dn-bn¬-\n∂v  s]s∂-Sp-°msX Ahƒ Btem-Nn-®p. CsX-¥mWv h√ B -́°-Ytbm at‰m

BtWm? ÿesØ IY-I-fn-¢-∫p-Im¿ ssS]v-sk-‰p-sN-øm≥ sIm≠p-h-cp∂ t\m´o-kp-I-fpsS D≈-S°w hmbn®v

\m≥kn Hcp IY-Ifn hnZ-Kv-Z-bm-bn-cp-∂p. \f-N-cnXw c≠mw Znh-kw, As√-¶n¬ aq∂mw Znh-kw. t\m´okv ssS∏p-

sN-øm≥ sIm≠p-h-∂n-cp-∂Xv henb IÆp-Iƒ-°p-Np‰pw IsÆ-gp-Xn-b-t]mse ]mSp≈ inip-hns‚ apJ-ap≈

Hcm-fm-bn-cp-∂p. Abmsf \m≥kn BZysØ Xh-W-Xs∂ Hcp-X-c-Øn-ep≈ XymK-t_m-[hpw \„-t_m-[-hp-an-

√msX ame-Xn-bv°p hn´p-sIm-Sp-Øn-cp-∂p. Ahƒ t\m´okv ssS]v sNøp-tºmƒ IY-I-fn-°m-c≥ ame-Xn-bp-ambn

kwkm-cn-®p. AXp tI´p-sIm-≠mWv IØn, XmSn apX-emb thj-ß-fn¬ \m≥-kn°v Ah-Km-l-ap-≠m-b-Xv.

Abmƒ t]mbn-°-gn-™m¬ \m≥kn ]d-bpw. "A-bmƒ Hc©p an\n‰v ASp-Øn-cp-∂m¬ Fs‚ ape Npc-°pw.'

\m≥kn s]s´∂v Xncn-®p-h-∂p. Ubdn Fgp-Xm-\mWv Hcp-sº-´-Xv. cmhnse h≠n-bn-dßn ta¬-∏m-e-Øn-te-

bv°p Ib-dmsX πm‰p-t^m-ans‚ A‰-tØ-bv°p ip`m-]v-Xn-hn-izm-k-tØmsS \S-°p-tºm-gm-W-Xp-≠m-b-Xv. F©n≥-

dq-an¬-\n∂v Abm-fpsS hI Nne B´-ßƒ. ssIhn-c¬-sIm≠v ap{Z-Iƒ. apJØv ̀ mhm-`n-\-bw. IY-I-fn-bn¬

A{X-Xs∂ ]mfin-Xy-an-√m-Ø-Xp-sIm≠v Ahƒ°v Imcyw ]nSn-In-́ m≥ tjm∏n¬-sN∂v ame-Xn-bp-ambn Ipd-®p-

t\cw Btem-Nn-t°≠n h∂p.

Abmƒ BZyw hm®v sXm´p-Im-Wn-®p. ]ns∂ A©p hnc-ep-Ifpw hnS¿-Øn-°m-Wn-®p. AXp-I-gn™v H∂mw

\º¿ πm‰p-t^m-an-te-bv°v Nq≠n-°m´n Hcp hnc¬ am{Xw ImWn-®p. ]ns∂ Abm-sfbpw \m≥-kn-sbbpw _‘-

s∏-Sp-Øn-s°m-≠p≈ A`n-\-b-hpw. CsX-¥p-Im-cy-am-sW∂ a´n¬ Ahƒ hms]m-fn®p \n∂p. Ft¥m henb

Imcy-am-bn-cn°pw ]d-bp-∂-Xv, ]t£ a\- n-em-h-t≠?  Xm≥ Bbn-c-°-W-°n\v bm{X-°m-cpsS CS-bn¬ πm‰p-

t^m-an\p \Sp-hn-emWv hms]m-fn®v \n¬-°p-∂Xv F∂p a\- n-em-b-t∏mƒ Ahƒ hmb AS®v Ingn-™p-t]mb

tjmƒ tXmfn-te-bv-°p-Xs∂ Xncn-®n´v \S∂p \oßn.

Cu Imcyw ]d-™-t∏mƒ ameXn Ipd®p t\cw Btem-Nn-®p. IY-I-fn-°m-c-\p-am-bp≈ \nc-¥c kwk¿§w

Ahsf klm-bn-®p. hm®p-sXm´p ImWn® ap{Z ka-bsØ kqNn-∏n-°m-\m-bn-cn-°p-sa∂v Ahƒ kwibw ]d-

™p. sXm´p-Xs∂ A©p hnc-ep-Iƒ hnS¿-Øn-°m-Wn-®Xv A©p-aWn F∂p kqNn-∏n-°m-\m-bn-cn-°pw. AXm-

bXv A©p-a-Wn-t\-cØv F∂¿-∞w. \m≥kn ame-Xnsb BZ-c-thmsS A`n-\-µ-\-ß-tfmsS ho£n-®p, XpS¿-∂p≈

ap{Z-I-tfbpw hnh¿-Ø\w sNøm≥ t{]m’m-ln-∏n-®p. ameXn XpS¿-∂p.

"-H∂mw \º¿ πm‰v-t^m-an\p t\sc Nq≠n Hcp hnc¬ ImWn-®Xv H∂mw \º¿ πm‰p-t^m-an¬ F∂p ]d-bm-
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\m-bn-cn-°-Ww. AXp Ign™v \ns∂bpw Abm-sfbpw _‘n-∏n®p \S-Ønb ap{Z F¥n-t‚-Xm-bn-cn-°-Ww-?'

"-B-lv, B¿-°-dn-bmw-?'

"-A-bmfv IÆp-sXm´v ImWn-®p-thm-?'

"-C-√m-.'

"-I-Æp-sXm´p ImWn-°ym-sW-¶nev Abmƒ°v \ns∂ ImW-Ww∂v ]d-bym-Wv-.'

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tNº-dn¬-\n∂v h∂v ame-Xn-bpsS sXm´p ]n∂n-embn \n∂Xv At∏m-gmWv \m≥kn I≠-

Xv. "-ssZ-h-ta-!'

Abmƒ AhnsS \n¬-°m≥ XpS-ßn-bn v́ Ipd-®p-t\-c-am-sb∂p tXm∂p-∂p. ap{Z-Iƒ hnh¿-Ø\w sNøn-°p∂

A≤zm-\-Øn¬ \m≥kn AXp {i≤n-®n-√. Ahƒ s]s´∂v Iot_m¿-Un-te-bv°p Xncn™v ssS∏p-sN-øm≥ XpS-

ßn. ̀ ojWn sXm´ ]n∂n¬ h∂p-\n¬-°p-∂Xv I≠n-´n-√m-Ø-Xp-sIm≠v ameXn XpS¿-∂p.

"-\o-sbmcp Imcyw sNøv, A©p-a-Wn°v H∂p t]mbn-t\m-°v. \ns‚ h≠osS ka-bm-W-t√m. F¥m-W-bmƒ

]td-W-Xv∂v t\m°m-tem-?'

\m≥kn [rXn-bn¬ ssS∏p-sN-øp-I-bm-Wv. Fßp-an-√mØ [rXn. s]s´-∂-hƒ°v hnj-b-Øn¬ H´pw Xmev-]-

cy-an-√mØ t]mse. At∏m-gmWv ameXn ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mbsc ImWp-∂-Xv.

"-ssZ-h-ta-!'

Ac-a-Wn-°q-dmbn ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ kwkm-cn-°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p. \m≥kn IW-°m-°n. icn°pw Ac aWn-

°q¿ kabw X\n-°p-th≠n At±lw ]mgm-°n-bn-cn-°p-∂p. \mte-Im¬ sXm v́ \mte-ap-°m¬ hsc. a\p-jys‚

kz`mhw cq]o-I-cn-°p-∂-Xn-s\-∏-‰n-bm-bn-cp∂p {]kw-Kw. Hcn-°epw Hsc-©n≥ ss{Uhsd kvt\ln-°-cp-Xv.

At±lw ]d-™p. Ah-cpsS PohnXw N{I-ß-fpsS taem-Wv. Dcp-fp∂ N{I-ßƒ°v A[n-I-t\cw Hcn-SØpw Dd®p

\n¬-°m-\m-hn-√. Ime-{I-a-Øn¬ AXn-\p-tase k©-cn-°p∂ a\p-jy¿°pw B kz`mhw h∂p-tN-cp-∂p. Ah-

cpsS c‡-Øn¬, a÷-bn¬ Dcp-fp∂ N{I-ßƒ ÿm\w ]nSn-°p-∂p. ]ns∂ thsdmcp Imcy-ap-≈Xv Ah¿ HmSp-

∂Xv hf-hn-√mØ s\Sp-¶≥ ]mf-ß-fn-em-sW-∂-Xm-Wv. Hcp {Sm°n¬ am{Xw Nn¥n-°m≥ AX-hsc t{]cn-∏n-°p-

∂p. AXm-bXv Ah-cpsS Imcyw am{Xw. \o ]n∂oSv tJZn-°pw.

{]kwKw Ign-™t∏mƒ kabw \mte-ap-°m-em-bn-cn-°p-∂p. Ahƒ \µn ]d™v ]pd-s∏-Sm≥ Ipfn-ap-dn-bn-

te-bv-°p-t]m-bn. \n¿-Æm-b-I-amb B A©p-an-\n-‰n\p tijw kpµ-cn-bmbn ]pdØp h∂ Ahƒ tÃj-\n-te-

bv°p \S-∂p. AhnsS H∂mw \º¿ πm‰p-t^m-an-te-bv°p {]th-in-°p-∂n-SØv Abmƒ \n¬-°p-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-

∂p.  F©n≥ ss{Uh¿!

\memw Znhkw

CsXmcp ss]¶n-fn-°-Y-bm-°m≥ F\n°v Xmev-]-cy-an-√. \m≥kn kzbw ]d-™p. Dd-ßm≥ InS-°p-tºmƒ

Ahƒ Znh-k- -̂e-tØ-°p-dn®v Nn¥n-®p. ]mgmb as‰mcp  Znhkw am{Xw. F©n≥ ss{Uh-dpsS ]c-Xp∂ IÆp-

Iƒ Ahƒ Zqsc-\n∂p Xs∂ I≠-Xm-Wv. Abmƒ \m≥-knsb I≠n-́ n-s√∂p Xo¿-®-bm-Wv. aqt∂m \mtem h≠n-

Iƒ Hcp aWn-°q-dns‚ Ime-b-f-hn¬ ]pd-s∏-Sp-∂p-≠v. AXp-sIm≠v sshIp-t∂-c-am-bm¬ tÃj≥ ]cn-kcw

s]cp-∂mƒ Znh-ksØ ]≈n-b-¶Ww t]mse-bm-Wv. B Xnc-°n¬ Hcmsf I≠p-]n-Sn-°pI Ffp-∏-a-√. Abmƒ

hnim-e-amb Ihm-S-Øn\p apºn¬-Ø-s∂-bmWv \n∂n-cp-∂Xv Xs∂ I≠p-]n-Sn-°m≥ Imap-In°v {]bmkw

ths≠∂p Icp-Xn-bm-bn-cn-°pw. ame-Xn-bpsS hnh¿-Ø\w icn-X-s∂-bm-Wv. A©p-a-Wn°v H∂mw \º¿ πm‰p-

t^m-an¬ ImW-W-sa∂p Xs∂-bmWv Abmƒ Dt±-in-®-Xv. Ahƒ s]s´∂v KXn am‰n heØp hi-tØ-bv°p

\S-∂p, t¢mIv-dq-ans‚ Ihm-S-Øn-eqsS πm‰p-t^m-an-te-bv°p Ibdn apºn¬ I≠ h≠n-bn¬-Øs∂ s]mØn-∏n-

Sn®p Ib-dn. Km¿Uv ]®-s°mSn hoip-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. h≠n \oßn. AIØp IS-∂-t∏m-gmWv h≠n GXm-sW∂v

At\z-jn-°p-∂-Xm-bn-cn°pw _p≤n-sb∂v Hm¿-Ø-Xv. apºn¬-Øs∂ \n¬-°p∂ a\p-jy-t\mSp tNmZn-®-t∏mƒ

adp-]-Sn-In-´n. "th-WmSv FIv-kv-{]- v-.'

"-I¿-Øm-th, Xncp-h-\-¥-]p-c-tØ-bv°p t]mIp∂ h≠n-!'

Ahƒ NmSn-bn-d-ßn. Cd-ßn-sb∂p ]d-bp-∂Xp icn-bm-hn-√. Xmtg-bv°p hoWp F∂p ]d-bp-∂-Xm-bn-cn°pw

`wKn. icn°pw Xe-IpØn \√ ssÃen¬ "CXm Rm≥ t]mIp-∂p' F∂p ]d-bm-\p≈ kmh-Im-i-Øn¬ Ahƒ

πm‰p-t^m-an-te-bv°p hoWp. t…mtam-j-\n¬ hoWp-sIm-≠n-cnt° sXm -́Sp-Øp≈ ̀ mhn Ahƒ a\- n¬ I≠p.

s{Ã®¿, Bw_p-e≥-kv, •ma-tdmsS Bip-]-{Xn-bn-te-bv-°p≈ bm{X.

a\- nse kz]v-\-ß-sf-sb√mw XI¿-Øp-sIm≠v Ahƒ hoWXv _en-jv-T-ß-fmb c≠p ssII-fn-te-bv-°m-

bn-cp-∂p. Ahƒ IÆp-Xp-d∂v B ssII-fpsS DS-a-bpsS apJ-tØ-bv°p t\m°n. AXv B F©n≥ ssUh-dm-

bn-cp-∂p.

"-Hm, \nß-fm-tWm-?' Ahƒ Aev]w \ncm-i-tbmsS tNmZn-®p.

"-a-Ωq-´n-sbtbm taml≥-em-en-s\tbm {]Xo-£n-®-Xv-?'

Ahsf \ne-Øn-d-°n-h-bv-°m≥ Abmƒ [rXn-sbm∂pw ImWn-®n-√.

"-Fs∂ \ne-Øn-d-°n-h-®m¬ F\n°v ASpØ h≠n°p t]mIm-am-bn-cp-∂p-.'
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"-F-¥mWv [rXn-?'

Abmƒ Ahsf H∂p-IqSn ASp-∏n®p ]nSn-®p. Np‰pw Bfp-Iƒ IqSn-bn-cp-∂p. bq\n-t^m-an´ tÃj≥ amÃ¿

HmSn-h∂p tNmZn-®p.

"-H∂pw ]‰n-bn-´n-√-t√m-?'

"-B¿°v km¿, F\n-t°m-?' Ahsf \ne-Øn-d-°n-h-®p-sIm≠v Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

Ah-fpsS Imep-Iƒ hnd-°p-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. Hc©p an\p-s‰-¶nepw th≠n-hcpw X\n°v acym-Z-bv°v \S-∂p-

t]m-Im-s\∂v Ahƒ°p a\- n-em-bn.

"-cm-P≥ Hcp Imcyw sNøq-,' tÃj≥ amÃ¿ ]d-™p. "Cu Ip´n-bv°v Hcp Nmb hmßn-s°m-Sp-°p. Bfv BsI

tjm°n-em-Wv-.'

"-icn km¿-.' Abmƒ \m≥-knsb t\m°n ]d-™p. "-h-cq-.'

Btcm Ah-fpsS _mKv \ne-Øp-\n∂v FSpØp sImSp-Øn-cp-∂p. AXp-ambn Abm-fpsS ]n∂n¬ \S-°p-tºmƒ

Ahƒ Btem-Nn-®p. BZy du≠n¬ hnPbw Abmƒ X´n-sb-Sp-Øn-cn-°p-∂p. hcs´ C\n-bp-ap-≠t√m du≠p-

Iƒ!

"-B-fl-lXy sNøm≥ thsd Fs¥ms° hgn-I-fp-≠v-?' c≠p I∏p-I-fn¬ Nmb-bp-ambn h∂v Ahƒ-s°-Xn-

cmbn Ccp-∂p-sIm≠v Abmƒ tNmZn-®p-. "-A-Xn¬ Ct∏mƒ sNbv-XXp sXc-s™-Sp-°m-s\-s¥-¶nepw Imc-Ww?'

"-\n-ß-sf-ßn-s\-bmWv Chn-sS-sb-Øn-b-Xv-?' Ahƒ tNmZn-®p.

"-F-∂p-h-®m¬-?'

"-\n-ßƒ tÃj\p ]pd-Øm-Wt√m \n∂n-cp-∂-Xv-.'

"-A-t∏mƒ Fs∂ Hgn-hm-°m-\m-bn-cp∂p t¢mIv-dq-an-eqsS apßn-bXv At√-?'

"-\n-ßƒ _p≤n-am-\m-Wv. icn-bm-bn-´p≈ Dulw. ̂ pƒ am¿°v Xcp-∂p-.'

"-CXv BZyw Adn-™n-cp-s∂-¶n¬ Xmßp-∂-Xn\p ]Icw Imep-sIm≠v {Sm°n-te°v ̀ wKn-bmbn Hcp X´p sh®p-

sIm-Sp-tØ-s\-?'

"-Zp-„m-!'

"-Xn-∂m-s\-s¥-¶nepw sIm≠p-h-c-t´? hS-?'

Ahƒ em -̀\-„-°-W-s°-Sp-°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Cu a\p-jys\ sh´n-®p-t]m-hm≥ t\m°n-b-Xns‚ ̂ e-amWv

Xm≥ Ct∏mƒ A\p-̀ -hn-°p-∂-Xv. At∏mƒ \„w \nI-Øm≥ Fs¥-¶nepw X´p-I-bmWv \√-Xv. Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-a-km-e-tZm-i-bm-hmw-?'

"-A{X hep-sXm∂pw Rm\p-t±-in-®n-√-.' Abmƒ ]d-™p. "-Hcp hS, As√-¶n¬ ]gw-s]m-cn. Bs´-.'

Abmƒ Fgp-t∂‰p t]mbn. Xncn-®p-h-cp-tºmƒ c≠p-tπ-bv‰v akm-e-tZm-i-bp-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. N´n-Wnbpw

kmºmdpw Hmtcm I≈n-I-fn-embn hnf-ºn-bn-cn-°p-∂p.

"-Hcp tZmi Rms\-Sp-°p-∂-Xn¬ hnj-a-sam-∂p-an-√-t√m-?' Abmƒ tπbv‰v Xs‚ t\sc \o°n-s°m≠v ]d-™p.

"-hoW I£n Rm\m-Wv. \nßƒ°v akm-e-tZmi Xnt∂≠ Bh-iy-sa-¥m-Wv-?'

\oßn-t∏m-Ip∂ tπbv‰v Aev]w \ncm-i-tbmsS t\m°n-s°m≠v Ahƒ tNmZn-®p. cs≠-Æhpw Ahƒ°v

Xn∂m-sa∂p Icp-Xn-b-Xm-Wv. t]ms´ kmc-an-√.

"-`mcw Xmßn-b-Xn-\p≈ Iqen-.' Abmƒ ]d-™p.

tZmi Xn∂p-sIm-≠n-cns° Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

"-t]cp ]d-bm≥ hntcm-[-ap-t≠m-?'

"-C-√. \m≥-kn-.'

"-Hm, A®m-b-Øn-bm-W-t√? F∂n-´mtWm s\‰n-ta¬ Nµ-\-°p-dn-sbms° AWn-bp-∂-Xv-?'

"-A-º-e-Øn¬-\n∂p In´p-∂-Xm-Wv-.'

"-Hm, ̀ ‡n-sbm-s°-bp-t≠m-?'

"-C-√, im¥n-°m-cs\ ImWm≥ t]mIp-∂-Xm-Wv. Abmfv \√ ̀ wKn-bp-≠v-.'

\m≥kn Ubdn AS-®p-h-®p. tN®n Dd-°-am-bn-cp-∂p. sXm -́SpØp Xs∂ s\¬-k¨ InS-°p-∂p-≠v. Ahs‚

X≈-hn-c¬ hmbn-\-I-Øm-Wv. CS°v s]s´∂v Hm¿Ω h∂-t]mse Ah≥ AXv hen®p IpSn-°p-∂p-ap-≠v.

apdn-bpsS adp-h-i-Øn´ InS-°-bn¬ \m≥kn InS-∂p. ]qP-b√ ]qPm-cn, At√? F©n≥ ss{Uh¿ ]d-™Xv

Ahƒ Hm¿-Øp. Km\-a-√, Kmb-I≥. F©n≥ A√ F©n≥-ss{U-h¿. Ahƒ Iq´n-t®¿-Øp.

  A©mw Znhkw

"-F-©n≥ ss{Uh¿°v Hcp t]cp-s≠∂v Rm≥ I≠p-]n-Sn-®p-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p.

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿°v AZv-̀ p-X-sam-∂p-ap-≠m-bn-√. F√m F©n≥ ss{Uh¿-am¿°pw t]cp-≠m-Ip-sa∂v At±lw

]d-™p. t]cn-√m-Ø-h¿ F©n≥ ss{Uh¿-am-cm-hn-s√-∂p-IqSn At±lw ]d-™p. \m≥kn ]d-bp-∂-Xn¬ henb

Imsºm-∂p-an-√.

"-Rm≥ \ns‚ A∏\v IsØ-gp-Xp-∂p-≠v-.' At±lw ]d-™p. "-\ns‚ F©n≥ ]mfw sX‰pw-apºv \ns∂ Fhn-
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sS-sb-¶nepw Xf-°m≥ ]d-b-Ww-.'

"Cu kmdv Aßn-s\-sbms° sNøpw∂v F\n-°-dn-bmw-.'

"-c-≠p≠v Imcyw. H∂v \o t\¿-h-gn°p \S-°m≥ ]Tn-°pw. c≠m-a-Xv, AXmWv G‰hpw {][m-\-hpw, \o Fs‚

Xe-bn¬-\n∂v Hgn-hm-Ipw-.'

"-Rm\o kmdn-t\mSpv IqSq-e-.'

Ahƒ°v icn°pw tZzjyw ]nSn-®n-cp-∂p. Xm≥ ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿°v Hcp _m≤y-X-bm-Ip-∂p≠v F∂ tXm∂¬

CS-°n-S°v Ahƒ-°p-≠m-hm-dp-≠v. F¥n-\mWv B a\p-jy≥ X\n°v iºfw X∂v \n¿-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. AXn-

\p-am-{X-ap≈ tPmen-sbm∂pw B tjm∏n¬ C√, Xm≥ sNøp-∂p-an-√. Hcp kvt\ln-Xs‚ aI-fm-sW∂ Htc-sbmcp

]cn-K-W-\-aq-e-amWv Ahsf \n¿-Øn-bn-cn-°p-∂-Xv. ameXn XpS°w sXmt´ Ahn-sS-bp-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. icn°p ]d-

™m¬ ame-Xn°p sNøm-\p≈ tPmentb Ahn-sS-bp-≈q. IqSp-X¬ tPmen-bp-s≠-¶n¬ kmdn\p sNøm-hp-∂-

tX-bp-≈q.

s{Sbn≥ bm{X-bn¬ A¥m-£-cn°pw hmbn¬ t\m´-Øn-\p-an-S-bn¬ s]¨-Ip-´n-Iƒ Ah-c-h-cpsS Hm^o-kp-

Im-cy-ßfpw kwkm-cn-®n-cp-∂p. Aßn-s\-bmWv eX-bpsS Hm^o-kn¬ Hcp Iºyq-´¿ Hm∏-td-‰sd Bh-iy-ap≠v

F∂-dn-™-Xv. Hcm-gvN apºv ]d-™-Xm-bn-cp-∂p. Ct∏mgpw B Hgnhv Dt≠m F∂-dn-bn-√. D®-bv°v Hgn-hp-k-a-bØv

t]mbn t\m°-Ww. \m≥kn ]n∂o-sSm∂pw kwkm-cn-®n-√.

D®-bv°v DuWp Ign®p F∂p hcpØn ]pd-Øp-I-S-∂p. _ v-tÃm∏v ASp-Øp-X-s∂-bm-Wv. ]fl-h-gn-°p≈

_ n¬ Ib-dn-bn-cn-°p-tºmƒ Ahƒ {]m¿-∞n-®n-cp-∂Xv eX ]d-™n-cp∂ tPmen \nI-Øn-bn-́ p-≠m-hs√ F∂m-

Wv. D®-®q-Sn¬ Ahƒ Dcp-In. Fb¿-I-≠o-j≥ sNbvX tjm∏n¬ NqSv Adn-™n-cp-∂n-√. cmhnse hcp-tºmƒ

NqSv XpS-ßpt∂ D≠m-hq. ]ns∂ sshIp-t∂cw ]pd-Øn-d-ßp-tºm-tg-bv°v NqSv Ipd-™n-´p-ap-≠m-Ipw.

eX-bpsS Hm^okv hep-Xm-bn-cp-∂p. henb Nn√p-hm-Xn¬ IS-∂p-sN∂ \m≥-knsb BI¿-jn-®Xv D≈nse

hnim-e-X-bm-bn-cp-∂p. hnim-e-amb hnkn-‰n-Mv-dq-an¬ ]Xp-]-XpØ tkm -̂I-fn¬ ]Øn-cp-]-Xp-t]¿°v Ccn-°mw.

Hcp ̀ mKØv dnk-]v-j≥ Iu≠¿. Iu≠-dn-en-cn-°p∂ kpµ-cn-bpsS ]n∂n¬ Nn√p-Iƒ-°-∏p-dØv hnim-e-amb

lmfn¬ \ndsb sNdp-∏-°m¿. \√ ̀ wKn-bp≈ B¨-]n-t≈-cv. \m≥kn Btem-Nn-®p. Ch-cpsS H∏w tPmen-sb-

Sp-°m≥ iºfw In´n-bn-s√-¶nepw th≠n-√.

"-C-sXm∂pw H∂p-a-√-.' tkm -̂bn¬ \m≥-kn-bpsS H∏w Ccp-∂p-sIm≠v eX ]d-™p. "\o sshIo´v H∂v h∂v

ImW-Ww. ]Xn-\©p skbv-kv-am≥-am-cp-≠v. Hs° ̀ wKn≈ ]nt≈-cv. ssSsI´n shfpØ j¿´pw s{_u¨ ]m‚ v-

kp-ambn Hm^o-knev \ndsb HmSn-\-S-°pw. sImXn-bm-hpw. Ct∏m F√mcpw ]pdØv skbn¬-kn\p t]mbn-cn-°ym-

Wv-.'

\m≥kn Xo¿-®-bm-°n-°-gn-™n-cp-∂p.

C‚¿hyq X∂ Bƒ a≤y-h-b-kv-I-\m-bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ°v AZv-̀ p-X-am-bn. tImd¬-t{Um-hnepw t]Pv-ta-°-dnepw

tPmen-sb-Sp-Øp-sIm-≠n-cn-°p∂ Cu Ip´n F¥n-\mWv Ipd™ iº-f-Øn\v Cu Adp-t_m-d≥ tPmen-bn¬ tNcp-

∂-Xv? Um‰m-t_-kn¬ C≥-sh‚-dn-bp-≠m-°p-I-bmWv tPmen. _p≤n Bh-iy-an-√m-Ø, ̀ mh\ Bh-iy-an-√mØ

apjn-∏≥ tPmen. Aev]w ̀ mh-\-bp≈ Ip´n-Iƒ H∂p-In¬ CXn¬-\n∂v c£-s∏-Spw, As√-¶n¬ Hcp sIm√-Øn-

\p-≈n¬ Bfl-lXy sNøpw. Abmƒ ]d-™p.

"-\n-ßƒ {Km^n-Ivkv Hs° sNøp-∂p-s≠-∂s√ ]d-™-Xv-?'

"-A-tX-.'

"-Un-.-Sn-.-]n. Hcp Ie-bm-Wv.  {]tXy-In®v {Km^n-Ivkv sNøp-∂p-s≠-¶n¬. AXns‚ A\-¥-km-[y-X-Iƒ Hgn-hm°n

Cu aSp-∏≥ tPmen-bv°v hc-cp-sX-∂mWv Fs‚ A`n-{]m-bw. t]mcm-Ø-Xn\v \nßƒ°v Ct∏mƒ In´p∂ iºfw

Cu Iº-\n-bn¬ c≠p-sIm√w sImt≠ Bhq. \√-hÆw Btem-Nn®v eX-tbmSv ]d-™m¬ aXn. Xo¿-®-bm-°n-

bm¬ H∂mw XobXn tPmen°p tNcmw-.'

D®-̀ -£Ww Hgn-hm°n C‚¿hyq X∂-Xn¬ \µn ]d-™p-sIm≠v \m≥kn hnS-hm-ßn. _ v tÃm∏n-te-bv°p

\S-°p-tºmƒ Ahƒ Btem-Nn-®p.  Fs‚ lrZbw Rm≥ AhnsS ad-∂n-́ n-cn-°-bm-Wv. kmc-an-√, Ahn-sS-Øs∂

InS-°-s´.

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Nmcn-bn-cp∂v Dd-ßp-I-bm-Wv. D®-bv°v DuWp Ign-™m¬ Ac-a-Wn-°q¿ Dd°w ]Xn-hp-

≠v. ameXn Iºyq-́ -dn¬ {^osk¬ Ifn-°p-∂p. \m≥kn Ah-fpsS ]n∂n¬ t]mbn \n∂p. Ahƒ Ifn {i≤n-°p-

I-bm-bn-cp-∂n-√. a\ v iq\y-am-Wv. ame-Xnbpw H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-√. Im¿-Up-Ifn XpS-ßn-bm¬ Ahƒ°v sS≥-j-

\m-Wv. ]ns∂ tNmZn-®-Xn\p adp-]Sn In´n-√. Aßns\ F{X-t\cw \n∂p-sh-∂-dn-bn-√. s]s´∂v kmdns‚ i–w

tI´mWv Ahƒ Cu temI-tØ-bv°p Xncn-s®-Øn-b-Xv. ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Ah-fpsS ASpØp \n∂p-sIm≠v

ameXn Ifn-°p-∂Xv {i≤n-°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p.

"-ssU-a≠v Hº-sX-SpØv kvt]Uv ]Øn\p Xmsg sIm≠p-t]mbn hbv-°v-.'

Abmƒ ame-Xn-bv°p ]d™p sImSp-°p-I-bm-Wv. Ub-a≠v Hº-sX-Sp-Ø-t∏mƒ B tImf-Ønse F√m Im¿-

Up-Ifpw am‰n-h-bv-°m≥ ]‰n. tPmen-bn-√mØ ka-bØv Ah¿ Ifn-°p-∂-Xn¬ At±-l-Øn\v ]cm-Xn-sbm-∂p-

an-√.

Im¿-Up-Iƒ AXm-Xns‚ tImf-Øn-te-bv°p ]d-∂p-t]m-bn. ameXn Ifn \n¿-Øn.



11

kz¥w ko‰n-en-cp-∂p-sIm≠v \m≥kn ]d-™p.

"-km¿, F\n°p thsd tPmen In´n-.'

"-shcn KpUv, I¨-{Km-Pp-te-j≥-kv-.'

"-kmdv Ifn-bm-s°zm∂pw th≠-.'

"-Rm≥ Ifn-bm-°n-bn-√-t√m? Bs´ GXp Iº-\n-bn-em-Wv-?'

"-h-enb Iº-\n-bm. am¿-°v-sh¬ t{SUnMv tIm¿-∏-td-j≥-.'

"-\-∂m-bn-.'

"-A-sX-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p. "-H∂mw XnøXn tNcm≥ ]d-™n-´p-≠v. Rm\n\n kmdns‚ Igp-Øn¬ ̀ mc-am-hn-√-

t√m-?'

Abmƒ s]s´∂v \n»-–-\m-bn. ameXn tNmZn-°p-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. "\o icn°pw thsd tPmen In´n t]mhzm-

tWm-?'

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ H∂pw ]d-bmsX Xncn®v tNº-dn¬ t]mbn Ccp-∂p. a\- n¬ Fhn-sStbm Hcp \o‰w. tamsf,

IpØp-hm°p ]d-bm≥ BcmWv \ns∂ ]Tn-∏n-®-Xv? Btcm-SmWv \o AXp ]d-bp-∂-Xpw? Abmƒ Iptd-t\cw

Fs¥m-s°tbm Btem-Nn-®p. ]gb Imcy-ßƒ Hm¿Ω h∂p. h¿-§okv aI-tf-bpw-Iq´n ho´n¬ h∂Xv Abm-fpsS

`mcy-bpsS B≠ns‚ ]nt‰-∂m-Wv.

"-Rm-\n-hsf kmdns\ Gev-]n-°ym-Wv-.' Abmƒ ]d-™p. "-R-ßsS hoSv hmS-I-bv°v sImSp-°zm-Wv.  Chfv

aqØ-Xns‚ H∏w Xma-kn-°pw. Ah-fpsS sI´n-tbm≥ Zp_m-bn-em-Wv. C\n kmdmWv Ch-fpsS A∏≥-.'

thZ\ kmh-[m\w ]S¿∂p a\- ns‚ Hmtcm tImWn-ep-saØn hnßn.

  Bdmw Znhkw

{Inkv-Xp-hn\p apºv {Inkv-Xp-hn\v tijw F∂-Xn\p ]Icw Xs‚ IW-°p-Iƒ F©n≥ ss{Uhsd I≠-Xn-

\p-ap-ºv, I≠-Xn\p tijw F∂mbn Npcp-ßn-bn-cn-°p-∂p-sh∂v \m≥kn I≠p. C.-Un. Bdmw Znhkw Fs∂-

gp-X-Ww. cmP-t\mSv Hcp XmSn hf¿-Øm≥ ]d-b-Ww. XmSn-bp-s≠-¶n¬ Abmƒ°v {Inkv-Xp-hns‚ Omb-bp-≠m-

hpw. tN®n-bpsS apdn-bn¬ {]m¿-∞-\m-\n-c-X-\mb tbip-hns‚ Nn{X-ap-≠v. AXn-\p-Np-h-́ n¬ Hcp kz¿Æw ]qinb

Ipcnipw sagp-Ip-Xn-cn-Ø-´pw. B Nn{Xw \m≥-kn°v s]s´∂v C„-am-bn. Hm^o-kn¬-\n∂p h∂m¬ AXn-\p-ap-

ºn¬ Hcp sagp-Ip-Xncn IØn-®p-h-bv-°p∂ ioew Aßn-s\-bm-Wp-≠m-b-Xv. tacn AZv-̀ p-X-s∏-́ p. ]≈n-bn-te-bv°v

hen-®n-g®v sIm≠p-t]m-IWw I£n-sb. F∂m¬-Øs∂ h√ B -̈]n-≈-tcbpw I≠m¬ Ah-cp-ambn kwkm-

cn®p \n¬-°pw. Ip¿-_m-\-bn-sem∂pw {i≤n-°n-√. H∂p-c≠p h´w hen-bn-S-Ø-®≥ tacnsb hnfn®v imkn-®-Xm-

Wv. A\p-P-Øn-bpsS ta¬ Hcp {i≤-th-W-sa-∂v. "Cu {]mbw, tacn-°p-t™, {i≤n-°p-I-bmWv \√-Xv. Ahfv

Ipº-km-cn-®n´v F{X Ime-am-bn? Ah-tfmSv ]≈n-ta-S-bn-te-bv°v h∂v Fs∂-sbm∂v ImWm≥ ]d-.'

B s]ÆmWv Ct∏mƒ Hm^o-kn¬-\n∂v hcm≥ Xma-k-an√ I¿-Øm-hns‚ apºn¬ sagp-Ip-Xncn IØn®p hbv-

°p-∂-Xv. tacn°v A\p-P-Øn-bpsS am\-km-¥-c-Øn¬ Bizm-k-am-bn. Bizmkw Du¿-≤-izmkw hen-°p-∂Xv

ImWm≥ ]t£ A[n-I-Zn-h-k-sam∂pw th≠n-h-∂n-√. Rmb-dm-gvN cmhnse ]≈n-bn¬ t]mIm≥ Xøm-dm-hp-

tºmƒ  Ahƒ A\p-P-Øn-tbmSv ]d-™p.

"-h-en-bn-S-Ø-®≥ \ns∂ ImW-W-sa∂v ]d-™p-.'

"-Fs∂ ImWm-t\m-?'

"-A-sX, \o Ipº-km-cn-®n´v Iptd \mfmbn F∂p ]d-™p-.'

"-A-Xn\v tN®o, Rm≥ ]m]-sam∂pw sNbv-Xn-´n-√-t√m-.'

"-A-ßns\ ]m]-sam∂pw sNø-W-sa-∂n-√. \msams° ]m]n-I-fm-bn-´mWv P\n-®-Xv. I¿-Øm-hns‚ Xncp-c-‡-

amWv \sΩ ]m]-Øn¬-\n∂pw tamNn-∏n-®-Xv. At∏mƒ CS-°n-S°v Ipº-km-cn®v \ΩpsS a\ pw Bflmhpw ip≤o-

I-cn-°-Ww-.'

"-Rm-s\mcp Imcyw Btem-Nn-°ym-bn-cp-∂p-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p.

"-F-¥v-?'

"-tN®n F¥p-sIm≠v I¿-Øm-hns‚ aW-hm-´n-bm-ImsX amXyp-Nm-bs‚ aW-hm-´n-bm-bo-∂v-.'

"\o t]mSn-.'

"-\-∂m-bn-,' \m≥kn XpS¿-∂p. "-A-Xp-sIm≠v I¿-Ømhp c£-s∏-´p-.'

"\o hcp-∂p-t≠m? Ip¿-_m\ XpS-tß≠ ka-bm-bn-.'

"Atøm tN®o, Rm\n∂v cP-\osS ho´nev sN√mw∂v ]d-™n-´v-≠v. Ah-fvsS tN´≥ Kƒ-^o∂v h∂n-s´m-≠v.

sImtd km[-\-ßfv sIm≠-∂n-´v-≠v. she-sIm-d®v Xcmw∂v ]d-™n-´v-≠v-.'

"-At∏m Cubm-gv-Nbpw \o Ip¿-_m-\-tN-cv-Wn-t√y-?'

Ip¿-_m-\! \m≥kn Btem-Nn-®p. F√mw t]cn-\p-am-{X-ambn amdn-bn-cn-°-bm-Wv. ]≈n-bn¬ ÿncw ]mSp∂

]o‰¿ tN´s‚ ]m´v \Sp-°p-h®v apdn-®p-sIm≠v sNdp-∏-°m-c-\mb hen-bn-S-Ø-®s‚ Ip¿-_m-\-°p≈ Fgp-∂-

≈Øv Ahƒ a\- n¬ I≠p. ip{iq-j-I-cmb c≠p B¨-]n-t≈-cpsS \Sp-hn¬ Im¿-Ωn-I≥ Aƒ-Øm-c-bn¬



12

h∂p-\n∂v Ipcnip hc-°p-∂p.

"A-Xyp-∂-X-ß-fn¬ ssZh-Øn\p kvXp-Xn, ̀ qan-bn¬ k∑-\- p-≈-h¿°p kam-[m-\hpw {]Xym-ibpw Ft∏m-

gpw, Ft∂-bv-°pw. Bta≥-!'

A®s‚ hm°p-Iƒ CS-dp-∂n-√. h¿-j-ß-fpsS km[-\-bm-W-Xv. B hm°p-I-fn¬ Xs‚ Ip™m-Sp-Isf Xf-

®n-Sm≥ At±lw B{K-ln-®p. hm°p-Iƒ-sIm≠v Xf-®n-Sm≥ ]‰mØ Ip™m-Sp-Isf Xncn®p sIm≠p-h-cp-hm-

s\m∂pw At±lw {ian-®n-√. Imcy-an-s√-∂-dn-bmw. Ip¿-_m\ \S-∂p-sIm-≠n-cnt° At±lw hm®p t\m°p-∂-

sX-¥n-\m-sW∂v \m≥-kn-°-dn-bmw. IrXyw Hº-Xn\v At±lw I¿-Øm-hns‚ amwkhpw c‡-hp-amb HmkvXn

\¬In Ip¿-_m\  Ign-®n-cn-°pw. ]ns∂ ]≈n-ta-S-bn-te-bv°v Htcm-´-am-Wv. \m≥kn Nncn-®p-sIm≠v ]d-™p.

IrXyw HºXp aWn°v {ioIr-jvW kocn-b¬ XpS-ßpw. AXp ImWm-\p≈ Hm´-am-Wv.

"-{io-Ir-jvW kocn-bn¬ ImWm≥-!' Ahƒ B¿Øp Nncn-°-bm-Wv. icn°p ]d-™m¬ ]Øp an\n‰v ]c-ky-

ß-fm-Wv. ]t£ ]c-ky-ßfpw A®s‚ ̀ mh-\sb ]nSn-®n-cp-Øn. Hcp amkv-a-cnI temI-am-W-Xv. ]e-Xcw thj-

ßƒ, thj-ß-sfm-∂p-an-√mØ cq]-ßƒ, F√mw hen-bn-S-Ø-®s\ as‰mcp  temI-sØ-Øn-®p. \nXy-Po-hn-X-Øn¬

ImWm≥ ]‰m-ØXv Zriy-am-[y-a-Øn-eqsS IS-∂p-h-∂p. h√msX ]cn[n IS-°p-tºmƒ A®≥ Ipcnip hc-®p-

sIm≠v {]m¿-∞n-°pw. I¿-Ømth kmØms‚ {]tem-̀ -\-ßƒ Fs‚-taepw Fs‚ Ip™m-Sp-I-fpsS taepw Gi-

t√.

Zriy-am-[y-a-ßƒ Bflo-b-X-bn¬ A\m-im-ky-kzm-[o\w sNep-Øp∂ Imcy-am-Wv. tacn°v tZzjyw ]nSn-®n-

cp-∂p.

"\o hcp-∂n-s√-¶n¬ th≠, \ns‚ C„w. \ns∂ ]nimNp ]nSn-°-t´. I¿-Øm-hns‚ cq]-Øn\p apºn¬ sagp-

Ip-Xncn IØn-°-WXp I≠-t∏mƒ Rm≥ hnNm-cn-®p-.-.-.-.-.-.'

Ahƒ Ip´n-sb-bp-sa-SpØv bm{X-bm-hpw.

\m≥kn cmPs\ Hm¿-Øp. tN®n Ah-sf-s°m≠v Hm¿-Ωn-∏n®p F∂p ]d-bp-∂-Xmhpw icn. A©p-a-Wn°v

Abmƒ tÃj≥ Ihm-S-Øn¬ ImØp \n¬-°p-∂p. \o≠p \nh¿∂ B cq]w Ahƒ°v Zqsc-\n∂p Xs∂

ImWmw. Ahƒ ASpØp sN∂m¬ Abm-fpsS Aev]w \o≠ apJØv Nncn hnS-cpw.

"-\n-ßsf I≠m¬ Kncn-{]-`m-jWw Ign™v Xncn-s®-Ønb tbip-hns‚ a´p-≠v-.' Ahƒ ]d-bpw.

"-F-∂p-h-®m¬ Fs‚ apJØv Bflob tXP v hgn-s™m-gp-Ip∂p F∂¿-∞w-.'

Abmƒ \m≥-kn-bpsS H∏w kwkm-cn-®p-sIm≠v \S-°pw.

"-A-Xp-sIm-≠s√ Rm≥ \nßsf c£-I-s\∂p hnfn-°-W-Xv-?'

"-A-√msX Xoh-≠n-bpsS ASn-bn¬-\n∂v c£n-®-Xp-sIm-≠-√-?'

"-c≠pw H∂p-X-s∂. Hdn-Pn-\¬ c£-I≥ Fs‚ Bflm-hns\ c£n-°p-∂p. Cu Uyqπn-tI‰v c£-I≥ Fs‚

Pohs\ c£n-°p-∂p. A{X-am-{Xw! c≠p c£-I-∑m¿-°n-S-bn¬ \n∂v Rm≥ he-bp-∂p-.'

"-C-Xn-se-¥mWv he-®n-ep-≈-Xv-?'

"-ho-´n¬ tN®n-bpsS hI Bflob ]oU-\-ß-fm-Wv. ChnsS c≠mw c£-I≥ F∂pw ]n∂mse \S∂v ]oUn-

∏n-°p-∂p-.'

"-Rm≥ \ns‚ H∏w \S-°p-∂Xv ]oUn-∏n-°m-\-√-.' cmP≥ ]d-™p. "-sd-bn¬-th-bpsS hniz-kvX iº-f-°m-c-

s\∂ \ne-bn¬ Bsc-¶nepw sdbn¬th apX¬ \in-∏n-°p-I-bm-sW-¶n¬ XS-tb≠ _m[yX F\n-°p-≠v-.'

"-B-cmWv sdbn¬-th-bpsS apX¬ \in-∏n-°p-∂-Xv-?'

"-\o-X-s∂. A∂v πm‰vt^mw tISp-h-cp-ØmsX t\m°m≥ F\n°p ]‰n. AXp-sIm≠v Rm≥ \ns‚ H∏w, ]n∂m-

se-b-√, \S-°p-∂p. \ns∂ h≠n-I-b‰n Ab-°p-∂p. s]mXp-ap-X¬ \in-∏n-°msX kwc-£n-®-Xn-ep≈ kwXr-]v-

Xn-tbmsS tIzm¿-t´-gv-kn-te-bv°p Xncn-®p-t]m-Ip-∂p-.'

"-A-{Xtb D≈q-?'

"-A-sX-!'

Ahƒ Ubdn apºn¬ h®p-sIm≠v Btem-Nn-®p. Rm\n\n Znh-k-ß-fpsS IW°v sh°p-∂n-√. CsX-s¥mcp

a\p-jy-\m-Wv! ]cn-N-b-s∏-´n´v Znh-k-ß-fm-bn. shdpsX kwkm-cn-®p-sIm≠v H∏w \S-°p-I-b-√msX t{]a-sØ-

∏-‰n-tbm, As√-¶n¬ th≠ H∂n®v Hcp dtÃm-d-≠n¬ t]mIp-∂-Xn-s\-∏-‰ntbm H∂pw kwkm-cn-°p-∂n-√. a‰p ]ø-

∑m-cn¬-\n∂v Cu a\p-jy≥ thdn´p \n¬-°p-∂p-sh-∂Xv icn. a‰p ]ø-∑m-cm-sW-¶n¬ Hcp Nncn apJØp I≠m¬

aXn. AXn-t∑¬ ]nSn®p Ib-dpw. c≠p Znh-k-Øn-\p-≈n¬ FØpI h√ dtÃm-d-≠ntem ]m¿-°ntem Bbn-cn-

°pw.  aq∂mw Znh-kw-.-.-.. C√, AXn\v \m≥-knsb In´m-dn-√. ]ø-∑m-cn¬-\n∂v hgpXn c£-s∏-Sm≥ Ahƒ-°-dn-

bmw. CXn\p c≠n-\p-an-S-bn¬ Hcp hgn-bn-t√?

"-\n-ßƒ Hc-Zv-̀ pX a\p-jy-\m-Wv-?' Ahƒ Hcp Znhkw ]d-™p. "-C-{Xbpw kpµ-cn-bmb Hcp s] -̈Ip-́ nsb ]cn-

N-b-s∏´v Ahsf Hcp ]m¿-°n¬ sIm≠p-t]m-Im≥ tXm∂p-∂n-√-t√m-?'

"-]m¿-°n-se-¥m-Wn-cn-°p-∂-Xv-?'

"-\n-ßƒ Xosc sdmam‚n-°-√. icn-bm-Wv, ]m¿-°n-s\-∏‰n F\n°pw \√ A`n-{]m-b-an-√. ]t£ dtÃm-d-≠p-

Iƒ. Ah-sbs∂ h√msX BI¿-jn-°p-∂p-.'

"-Fs∂ Xosc BI¿-jn-°mØ ÿe-am-W-Xv-.' cmP≥ ]d-™p.
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"-]Ww sNe-hm-Iptam F∂ ̀ bw, At√-?'

"-\ns‚ _p≤n-i‡n «mL-\o-bw-X-s∂-!'

C°-W-°n\v Ubdn Fgp-Xm-Xn-cn-°-bmWv \√-Xv, ImcWw ]Ø-dp-]Xp hb- mbn Cu Ub-dn-sb-ßm≥ Xpd-

∂p-t\m-°m-\n-S-bm-bm¬ AXns‚ A¿-∞-iq-\y-X-sIm≠v Bfl-lXy sNbv-sX-∂n-cn-°pw. Ahƒ Ubdn AS-

®p-h®v Dd-ßm≥ InS-∂p. tN®n {]m¿-∞n-°p-I-bm-Wv. Ipºn-́ n-cp∂v Imcy-am-bn-Øs∂ {]m¿-∞n-°p-∂p. {]m¿-∞\

Ign ™v Ipcn-ip-h-c-®-tijw Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-h-en-bn-S-Ø-®≥ \ns∂ At\z-jn-®p-.'

"-Rm≥ IrXm¿-∞-bm-bn-!' \m≥ kn ]d-™p.

A\p-P-Øn-bpsS kzc-Øn-ep≈ ]cn-lmkw Ahƒ I≠n-s√∂p \Sn-®p. Ah¿ XpS¿-∂p.

"\o Hm^o-kn¬ t]mW-h-gn°v ]≈n-ta-S-bn¬ Ib-dn-bm¬ aXn. \msf s]mbv-°q-sS-?'

Acp-a-bmb Ip™mSv hgn-sX-‰n-t]m-Ip-∂Xp ImWp∂ \√n-S-bs‚ thZ-\n-°p∂ a\ v \m≥-kn-bpsS Dd°w

If-™p. Bsc-¶nepw Ah-sf-∏‰n A®-t\mSv ]d™p sImSp-Øn-´p-≠m-hpw. sdbn¬th πm‰p t^mw AS-®n´

apdn-b-√.  Bbn-c-°-W-°n\v Bƒ-°m¿. Xm≥ cmPs‚ H∏w \S-°p-∂Xv I≠ Bsc-¶nepw A®-t\mSpv ]d™p

sImSp-Ø-Xm-bn-cn-°pw. Ahƒ°v hen-bn-S-Ø-®s\ C„-am-bn-cp-∂p. C{Xbpw kpµ-c-\mb Hcp a\p-jy≥ F¥n\v

sshZn-I-]´w sI´n-sb-∂-hƒ AZv-`p-X-s∏-Sm-dp-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. tfml Agn-®p-h®v \√ •ma-dp≈ hkv-{X-ß-f-Wn-

™m¬ h√ ̂ nenw Ãmdn-s\-t∏mse tXm∂pw. F¥m-bmepw \msf cmhn-se-Øs∂ ]≈n-ta-S-bn¬-s®∂v A®s\

ImW-W-sa-∂-hƒ Xo¿-®-bm-°n. a\- n¬ Bflo-b-amb Hcp \n¿-hrXn hgn-s™m-gp-Ip-Ibpw AXns‚ A¥y-

Øn¬ Ahƒ Dd-°-Øn-te-bv°v hgp-Xn-ho-gp-Ibpw sNbv-Xp.

   Ggmw Znhkw

h-en-bn-S-Ø-®≥ ]≈n-bn¬-\n-∂n-d-ßp-tºm-gmWv \m≥kn FØn-b-Xv. A®≥ Hcp \nanjw i¶n®p \n∂p.

]ns∂ Xncn™v ]≈n-bn-te-bv-°p-Xs∂ \S-∂p. \m≥kn At∏m-tg-bv°pw ap≥-h-isØ hmXn¬ IS∂v ]≈n-

bn-se-Øn-bn-cp-∂p. Hgn™ A¶Ww Hcp {]mNo\ Znt\m-k-dns‚ hmb-t]mse Xs∂ hngp-ßp-∂Xv \m≥kn I≠p.

Zqsc, hfsc Zpsc Aƒ-Øm-c-bn¬ hen-bn-S-Ø-®≥ \n¬-°p-∂p. \S-s∂-Øm≥ F{X Zqc-am-Wv.

A®≥ Ipº-km-c-°q-Sn-\p-t\sc Nq≠n-°m-´p-I-bm-Wv. \m≥kn Hcp \nanjw kwi-bn-®p-\n-∂p, ]ns∂

Atßm´p \S-°p-Ibpw sNbv-Xp. he-bn´ Infn-hm-Xn-en-\-∏pdw A®≥ ]cp-ßp∂ i–w tI´p. Xma-kn-bmsX

tNmZy-hpw.

"\o Ipº-km-cn-®n´v F{X-Im-e-am-bn-?'

Ahƒ°v Hm¿-Ω-bn-√. Bdp amkw? Hcp-sIm-√w? c≠p-sIm-√w?

"-Hm¿-Ω-bn-√-.'

"-Hm¿-Ω-bn-√-?' hen-bn-S-Ø-®s‚ i–w ]cp-j-am-bn-cp-∂p. "-k-Xy-Ir-kv-Xym-\n-Iƒ amk-Øn-sem-cn-°-se-¶nepw

Ipº-km-cn-°-W-sa∂v Adn-bn-t√-?'

"-A-Xn\v At®m Rm≥ ]m]-sam∂pw sNbv-Xn-´n-√-t√m-.'

"-Ip-t™-,' A®s‚ i–w Db¿-∂p, "-]m-]-Øns‚ IW-s°-Sp-°p-∂Xv \otbm AtXm I¿-Øm-thm?'

Ahƒ H∂pw ]d-™n-√. Ahƒ°v A®s‚ ]ucpjw \nd™ i–w C„-am-bn-cp-∂p. Cu i–w tIƒ-°m-

s\-¶nepw Ipº-km-cn-°m≥ hcm-am-bn-cp-∂p.

"\o Hcp sNdp-∏-°m-cs‚ IqsS \S-°p-∂p-s≠∂v Rm\-dn-™n-cn-°p-∂p-.'

"-A-sXmcp ]m]-amtWm At®m-?'

"-A-h≥ Hcp hnizm-kn-b-s√∂pw Rm≥ a\- n-em-°p-∂p-.'

"-]t£ At®m, Abmƒ I¿-Øm-hns‚ amXn-cn-bp-≠v-.'

"-A-sX√mw kmØms‚ {]tem-`-\-ß-fm-Wv. AXn-sem∂pw hogmsX t\m°-Ww. \n\°v Ipº-km-cn-°m-\p-

t≠m?'

"-H∂pw Hm¿-Ω-bn¬ hcp-∂n-√-t®m-.'

"-A-h≥ \ns∂ sXm´n-´n-t√-?'

"-H-cn-°¬-.'

"-lm, AXmWv Rm≥ ]d-bp-∂Xv \n\°v Ipº-km-cn-°m-\p-≠m-hp-sa-∂v-.'

"-A-®≥ Imcyw a\- n-em-°m-sX-bmWv ]d-bp-∂-Xv-.'

"-F-t¥-?'

"-Rm-\m-cn-°¬ s{Sbn-\n¬-\n∂v hoW-t∏mƒ Abm-fmWv Xmßn-b-Xv. Abmƒ Xmßn-bn-cp-∂n-s√-¶n¬ Rm≥

s{Sbn-\ns‚ ASn-bn¬ s]Sp-am-bn-cp-∂p. Aßn-s\-bm-W-bmƒ Fs∂ sXm´p-sh∂v ]d-™-Xv-.'

"-Xm-ßn-b-t∏m-tgm-?'

"-A-sX-.'

"-Hm-.'
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Xmßn-b-tijw Ipd-®p-t\cw Xs∂ Abm-fpsS ssII-fn¬ Abm-fpsS tZl-tØmSp tN¿Øp ]nSn-®p-sh-∂Xv

\m≥ kn ]d-™n-√. AsXmcp ]m]-am-tWm? BsW-¶n¬-Øs∂ AXp sNbv-XXv Xm\-√-t√m.

"-\-ΩpsS kap-Zm-b-Øn¬-s∏-Sm-Ø-h-cp-ambn am\-kn-I-ambn ASp-°p-∂Xv \∂-√. A∏≥ F∂mWv hcp-∂-Xv?'

"-A-dn-bn-√.  At®m, Rm≥ t]mbv-t°m-s´, s{Sbn-\n\p ka-b-am-bn-.'

adp-]-Sn-sbm-∂p-ap-≠m-bn-√. Ahƒ ]pd-Øn-d-ßn-bn´pw hen-bn-S-Ø-®≥ Ipº-kmc°qSn-\p-≈n¬-Øs∂ Ccp-

∂p. At±lw {]tem-̀ -\-ß-sf-∏-‰n-bm-bn-cp∂p Btem-Nn-®n-cp-∂-Xv. kmØms‚ {]tem-̀ -\-ßƒ. AXv GsX√mw

cq]-Øn¬ hcp-sa∂v B¿-°-dn-bmw. As√-¶n¬ GXmWv icn, GXmWv sX‰v F∂-Xn-s\-∏‰n \ap-s°ms° F¥-

dn-bmw?

F©n≥-dq-an¬-\n∂v Xe-]p-d-Øn´v Nncn-°p∂ ss{Uhsd I≠-t∏mƒ A∂-hƒ°v tZzjy-am-Wp-≠m-b-Xv.

Ahƒ apJw sh´n-®p-sIm≠v Xncn™p \S-∂p. A¥m-£cn Ae-ºm-bn. Iºm¿-´p-sa‚ v apgp-h≥ Acn®p s]dp-

°n-bn´pw ImWm≥ sIm≈m-hp∂ Hscm‰ ]ø-s\-t∏mepw I≠p-In-´n-bn-√. Znh-k-^-e-am-bn-cn-°-Ww. Ahƒ

Btem-Nn-®p. C\n Hm^o-kn¬ t]mbm¬ F¥m-bn-cn°pw ÿnXn-bm-thm?

Ahƒ πm‰p-t^m-ans‚ A‰-tØ-bv°p \S-°msX ta¬-∏mew Ib-dm≥ XpS-ßn. cmP≥ F©n≥-dq-an¬-\n∂v

Xs∂ AZv-`p-X-tØmsS t\m°p-∂p-s≠-∂-hƒ-°-dn-bmw. t\m°-s´!

ame-Xn-bmWv {]iv-\-ap-≠m-°n-b-Xv. Ahƒ tNmZn-®p. "-]p-Xnb tPmen In´n-bn´v kzo‰v-skm∂pw sIm≠p-h-∂n-

t√-?'

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tNº-dn¬-Ø-s∂-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ ]pdØp h∂n-√. Iºyq-´¿ _q´p-sN-bv-Xn-´p-≠m-bn-

cp-∂n-√. \m≥kn H∂pw ]d-bmsX Iºyq-́ ¿ HmWm-°n. i\n-bm-gvN t]mIp-tºmƒ ]IpXn Xo¿Ø tPmen-bp-≠m-

bn-cp-∂p. AXp X∏n-sb-SpØv ssS∏p-sN-øm-\m-cw-`n-®p.

"-F-¥m-sWm∂pw ]d-bm-Ø-Xv-?' ameXn ho≠pw tNmZn-®p. km[m-cW ]Xn-hn-√m-Ø-Xm-Wv. Hcn-°¬ tNmZn®p

adp-]-Sn-In-´n-bn-s√-¶n¬ ]n∂o-S-hƒ tNmZn-°m-dn-√. a[p-c-]-e-lm-c-ßƒ In´ntb AS-ßp-sh∂ a´n-em-W-hƒ.

s]s´∂v \m≥-kn-s°mcp ̀ qtXm-Z-b-ap-≠m-bn. Xs‚ ]pXnb tPmen-sb-∏‰n ame-Xnbpw ̀ mkv-I-c≥-\m-bcpw XΩn¬

kwkm-c-ap-≠m-bn-́ p-≠v. kwkm-cn-®p-sIm≠v X∂n¬-\n∂v IqSp-X¬ hnh-c-ßƒ ASn-s®-Sp-°m-\p≈ kq{X-am-W-

Xv. ameXn Hcn-°epw a[p-c-]-e-lm-c-ß-fpsS Bcm-[n-I-bmbn \m≥-kn-°-\p-`-h-s∏-´n-´n-√.

"-kmdv Zm hnfn-°v-Wv-.' ameXn ]d-™p. \m≥kn Fgp-t∂‰p tNº-dn-te-bv°p t]mbn.

tNº-dn-\p-≈nse A¥-co£w I\-Ø-Xm-bn-cp-∂p. BsI hnßp-∂-t]m-se. s]s´∂v Xm\pw kmdpw XΩn-ep≈

_‘w s]m´n-Ø-I¿∂v Ijv-W-ß-fmbn sXdn-®-t]mse Ahƒ°p tXm∂n.

"-C-cn-°p-.' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ XnI®pw Hu]-Nm-cn-I-ambn ]d-™p. \m≥kn Ccp-∂p.

"-am¿-Iv-sh-√nse tXmakv hnfn-®n-cp-∂p-.'

Abmƒ \n¿-Øn. \m≥-kn-bpsS apJØp t\m°n; Ah-fpsS {]Xn-I-cWw ]Tn-°m-s\-∂-t]m-se. Ahƒ H∂pw

]d-bp-∂n-√.

"-A-bmƒ-°-dn-tb-≠Xv c≠p Imcy-am-Wv. H∂v \ns‚ kz`m-h-sØ-∏-‰n. c≠v, \osb-¥n-\mWv IqSp-X¬ iº-

f-ap≈ tPmen Dt]-£n®v Ipd®p iº-f-Øn\v AhnsS tNcp-∂-sX-∂v-.'

Abmƒ ho≠pw \n¿-Øn. apºn¬-\n∂v {]Xn-I-c-W-sam-∂p-an-s√∂p I≠v XpS¿-∂p.

"-H-∂m-asØ tNmZy-Øn\v Rm≥ adp-]Sn sImSp-Øp. c≠m-a-tØXv F\n-°-dn-bn-s√ ∂pw ]d-™p. \n\°v Adn-

bm-sa-¶n¬ tIƒ-°m-sa-∂p-≠v.'

\m≥kn H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-√.

"-Hcp Imcyw \o Btem-Nn-®n-√. tXma-kn\v Fs‚ {]mb-a-dn-bn-√. ]Ø-dp-]Xp hb- mb Hcm-fmWv Rms\-∂-

bmƒ-°-dn-bn-√. ]ns∂ Rm\pw \ns‚ A∏\pw XΩn-ep≈ kvt\l-_-‘hpw Abmƒ-°-dn-bn-√. At∏mƒ ]Øn-

cp-]Xp hb- mb s] -̈Ip´n Hcp Imc-W-hp-an-√msX Ipd™ iº-f-Øn\v Hcp tPmen Cs -́dn™p t]mI-bm-sW-

¶n¬ AX-bmsf AZv-`p-X-s∏-Sp-Øn-bn´p≠mhpw. AXn-\p≈ Imc-W-ß-sf-∏‰n Abmƒ Ipsd-tbsd Dul-ßƒ

\S-Øn-bn-´p-≠m-hpw. Nne-t∏mƒ Fs∂-bm-bn-cn°pw Abmƒ kwi-bn-°p-I-.'

\m≥-kn-bpsS apJw hnf-dn. Ahƒ Aßn-s\-sbm∂pw Nn¥n-®n-cp-∂n-√. Ah-fpsS a\ v sshcp-≤y-ßƒ \nd-

™-Xm-bn-cp-∂p. Ahƒ Xam-i-Iƒ ]d-bp-∂p-s≠-¶nepw Hcn-°epw kt¥m-j-h-Xn-bm-bn-cp-∂n-√. ̀ mkv-I-c≥

\mb¿°v Xm≥ Hc-[n-I-∏-‰m-sW∂ t_m[w Ipd-®p-Im-e-ambn Ahsf Atem-k-c-s∏-Sp-Øp-∂p. AXn-\n-S-bv-°mWv

Xam-i-bm-bn-s´-¶nepw Ahƒ Igp-Øn¬ Xqßp-∂-Xn-s\-∏‰n At±lw ]d-™-Xv. AX{X Imcy-am-t°≠ Bh-

iy-sam-∂p-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. Xs‚ A∂sØ aqUv Aßn-s\-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Ahƒ°v hnj-a-am-bn.

"-Rm≥ \ns∂ ]nSn®p \n¿-Øn-√. \n\°p t]mImw. ]t£ t]mIp-∂-Xn-\p-apºv \o F\n°v Ipd®p h√m-bva

X∂p-sh∂p am{Xw-.' At±lw XpS¿-∂p. "-Rm≥ Xcp-∂-Xn-t\-°mƒ Ipd®p iº-f-Øn-\mWv \o t]mIp-∂-sX∂v

tXmakv hnfn®p ]d-™-t∏mtg a\- n-em-bp-≈q. \ns‚ C„w \S-°-s´. Bs´ A∏\v IsØ-gp-Xn-tbm-?'

\m≥kn H∂pw ]d-bmsX Xebpw Ipºn´v Ccn-°-bm-Wv. IÆp-Iƒ Xpfp-ºm-s\m-cp-ßp-∂p. Ahƒ s]s´∂v

Fgp-t∂‰p ]pd-tØ-bv°p IS-∂p.

Fs∂ Bcpw a\- n-em-°p-∂n-√. Ahƒ kzbw ]d-™p. Bcpw. tamWn-‰-dnse A£-c-ßƒ inYn-e-am-bn.

Acn-In¬ ag-hn-√ns‚ h¿-Æ-cmPn sXfn-™p.
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"-\n-\-s°¥p ]‰o-?' cmP≥ tNmZn-®p.  Abmƒ F∂-tØ-bpw-t]mse tÃj≥ Ihm-S-Øn¬ ImØp-\n¬-°p-

I-bm-bn-cp-∂p. cmhnse A¶-am-en-bn¬-\n∂pw ]ns∂ ChnsS πm‰v-t^m-an¬-\n∂pw Abmsf Ah-K-Wn-®-sXm∂pw

Abmƒ°v {]iv-\-an-√. \m≥kn H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-√. Ah-fpsS apJw hmSn-bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ tNmZn-®p.

"-F-¥p-sIm≠v \ap-s°mcp akm-e-tZmi Xn∂p-Iq-Sm-?'

Ahƒ ho≠pw H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-s√∂p I≠-t∏mƒ Abmƒ Ah-fpsS ssI]n-Sn-®p-sIm≠v ]d-™p. "-h-cq.'

Ahƒ ssI hen-®n-√. πm‰p-t^man-te-bv°p \S-°p-tºmƒ Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-\-ap°v ]pdØv GsX-¶nepw sdtÃm-d-≠n¬ t]mImw-.'

"-\n-\°v t\cw sshtI≠ F∂p Icp-Xn-bmWv Rm≥ sdbn¬th sdtÃm-d-≠n¬ t]mIm-sa∂p h®-Xv-.'

"-km-c-an-√, Rm≥ _ n¬ t]mhmw.   Hcp Znh-k-a-t√-.'

Ah¿ ]pd-tØ-bv°p \S-∂p.

"-Hcp akm-e-tZmi Xcm-sa∂p ]d-™m¬ B¿°pw Fs∂ ]nSn-®p-sIm-≠p-t]m-Im-sa∂ ÿnXn-bm-Wv-.' \m≥kn

]d-™p.

"-a-km-e-tZmi A{X C„-am-tWm-?'

"-i-cn°p ]d-™m¬ sFkv{Iow hmßn-Ø-cm-sa∂p ]d-™mepw Rm≥ H∏w t]mIpw-.'

"-B-lm-.' cmP≥ tNmZn-®p. "-a-s‰-s¥m-s°-bmWv Xm¶ƒ°v C„-s∏´ Xo‰- m-[-\-ßƒ-?'

"-F-\n°v C„-an-√mØ km[-\-ßƒ ]d-bp-I-bmhpw Ffp-∏w-.'

"-F-\n°v tXm∂n-bn-´p-≠v-.'

sdtÃm-d-≠n¬ ASp-°-f-Iu-≠-dn¬ \n∂v c≠p sπbv-‰n¬ akm-e-tZmi sIm≠p-h∂v h®-tijw Abmƒ

tNmZn-®p.

"-sF-kv{Iow Ct∏mƒ sIm≠p-h-c-tWm, AtXm tZmi Xn∂p-I-gn-™n´v aXn-tbm-?'

"-F-\n°v Hcp tZmi-IqSn th≠n-h-cpw-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p.

"-X-ami ]d-bp-I-bm-W-t√-?'

"-\n-ß-sfs‚ aqUv tISp-h-cp-Øm≥ sIm≠p-h-∂-Xm-tWm-?'

"-B-s´, tNmZn-°-s´, F¥mWv ̀ h-Xn-bpsS apUv tXß-bpsS aqSm-b-Xv? cmhnse Fs∂ t\m°n-b-tX-bn-√.

]ns∂ Cd-ßn-t∏m-Ip-tºm-sg-¶nepw ISm-£n-°p-sa∂p Icp-Xn. AXpw D≠m-bn-√. Rm\m-b-Xp-sIm≠v ]nt∂bpw

]n∂mse \S-°p-∂p-.'

"-Rm≥ F√m-h-cp-ambn HS-°m≥ t]mhzm-Wv-.'

"-Fs‚ I¿-Ømth F¥mWo tI°-W-Xv-?' cmP≥ Ahsf A\p-I-cn-®p.

"-F-¥n-\mWv I¿-Øm-hns\ hnfn-°p-∂-Xv. I¿-Ømhv CXn-sem∂pw ]m¿-́ n-b-√-t√m. ]ns∂ ]od \mb-∑mcv I¿-

Øm-hns\ hnfn-°p-∂Xv Atß¿-°n-„-am-hn-√-.'

"-Rm≥ \mb-cm-sW∂v Bcp ]d-™p-?'

"-I-≠m-e-dn-™p-Iq-sS? h√ A®m-b-∑m-cm-sW-¶n¬ Cßns\ ]Ww sNe-hm-°p-tam? \mep Imip-≠m-°m≥

t\m°p-I-b-√m-sX-?'

"-F-∂m¬ sFkv{Iow ths≠∂p hbv-°mw-.'

"-Rm≥ H∂p-IqSn tNmZn-°p-∂p, Fs‚ aX-hn-Im-c-ßƒ {hW-s∏-Sp-Øm≥ sIm≠p-h-∂-Xm-tWm?'

ho´n-se-Øn-b-t∏mƒ F´p-a-Wn-bm-bn-cp-∂p. tN®n ImØp-\n¬-°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p.

"-F-¥mWv \obn{X t\cw sshIo-Xv? Rm≥ t]Sn-®p-.'

"-Rm≥ £oWn®p tN®o. c≠v akme tZmi, Hcp tImIv-sS-bv¬ sFkv-{Iow. F\n-°n∂v ̀ £-W-sam∂pw

th≠.'

"-Hm-^o-kn¬ ]m¿-´n-bp-≠m-bn-cp-t∂m-?'

"-C-√m, Rms\m-cm-fpsS H∏w t]mbn. Hcp F©n≥ ss{Uh-dpsS H∏w-.'

"-F-©n≥ ss{Uh-tdm-?'

"-AtX tN®o, \√ •ma-dp≈ ]ø-\m-Wv-.'

"-t\m°v \osb-s∂-s°m≠v ]d-bn-∏n-°-≠. A∏-®\v Rm≥ \msf-Øs∂ Fgp-Xp-∂p-≠v.'

"-th≠ tN®o, Rm≥ Xami ]d-™-Xm-.'

"-F-¥m-W-bm-fpsS t]cv-?'

"-cm-P≥-.'

"-cm-P≥? apgp-h≥ t]sc-¥m-?'

"-A-dn-bn√ tN®o-.'

"-F-¥m-W-bm-fvsS PmXn-?'

"-A-dn-bn√ tN®o, Rm≥ tNmZn-®t∏m PmXn tNmZn-°-cp-Xv, ]d-b-cpXv F∂m Wv ]d-™-Xv-.'

"-A-bm-fvsS A∏s‚ t]cv tNmZn-°m-bn-cv-∂n-t√-.'

"-tNm-Zn-®p. t]cv \mcm-b-W≥ \mb-cv-∂m-.'

Nncn-°-bmtWm iIm-cn-°-bmtWm th≠-sX ∂p a\- n-em-hmsX tacn Ipg-ßn.
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s\¬k≥ Ah-fpsS k©n X∏n an´m-bn-sb-SpØv Xn∂m≥ XpS-ßn-bn-cp-∂p.

   F´mw Znhkw

\√ Znh-kw. \m≥kn Btem-Nn-®p. tN®n ]n´n\p ]Icw ]qcn-bm-Wp-≠m-°n-b-Xv. F¥p ]‰n-bm-thm? Xs‚

en]v-Ãn-°n´ Np≠n¬ henb Umta-Pn-√m-sX-Øs∂ s\¬-kWv HcpΩ sIm Sp-°m≥ ]‰n. ]pdØv Infn-I-fpsS

i–w, t\cnb Im‰n¬ ac-ß-fpsS Ce-Ifpw Nn√-Ifpw BSp-∂p. Xncp-hm-Xn-c-°m‰v t]mIp∂ t]m°n¬ Xs∂

A\p-{K-ln-°p-I-bm-Wv. Ihn-X-sb-gp-Xm≥ ]‰nb A¥-co-£w. Ahƒ ]t£ Ihn-X-sb-gp-Xm≥ an\-s°-SmsX Aº-

e-Øn-te-bv°p \S-∂p. \√ Znhkw \√-Xm-bn-Øs∂ \n¬-°-W-sa-¶n¬ Ipd®v ssZhm-\p-{K-lw-IqSn thW-sa∂v

Ahƒ-°-dn-bmw. im¥n-°m-c≥ \ºq-Xn-cn-bpsS Iøn¬ \n∂v {]km-Zhpw Nncn-°p∂ IÆp-Iƒ-sIm-≠p≈ Dgn-

®nepw A\p-{K-lhpw hmßn Nµ-\-°pdn sXm´v Ahƒ sdbn¬th tÃj-\n-te-bv°p \S-∂p.

tÃj-\n¬-\n∂v Hm^o-kn-te-bv°p \S-°p-tºmƒ Ahƒ Hm¿-ØXv ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb-sc-∏-‰n-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Znh-

k-Øns‚ \∑ Ihn-s™m-gp-IpI ImcWw Ahƒ°v Hcp-Xcw ap≥-hn-[nbpw IqSmsX Imcy-ßsf kao-]n-°m≥

Ign-™p. C∂v F¥mWv Xoø-Xn? ]Xn-\-©v. s]s´-∂-hƒ°v Xm≥ Cu Hm^o-kn¬ tN¿-∂n´v IrXyw Hcp h¿-

j-am-sb∂v Hm¿Ω h∂p. P\p-hcn 15-∂m-Wv. hymgm-gv-N. ]Xn-\memw Xoø-Xn-bmWv A∏s‚ H∏w kmdns‚ ho´n¬

sN∂-Xv. Ipsd-t\cw kwkm-cn-®p. D®-bv°v Ahn-sS-\n-∂p-Xs∂ DuWp-I-gn-®p. A∂-hƒ Iºyq-´¿ ]Tn-°m≥

XpS-ßp-t∂-bp-≈p. aq∂p amksØ tImgv-kn¬ Hcp amkw Ign-™p. tUmkpw thUv-Ãmdpw Ign-™p. Uot_-

kn¬ ssIh-bv-°p-t∂-bp-≈p. ]nt‰-∂p-Xs∂ Hm^o-kn¬ tN¿-∂p-sIm-≈m≥ ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Bh-iy-s∏-́ p.

Hm^o-kn¬ Iºyq-´-dn\p apºn-en-cp-∂-t∏m-gmWv Ahƒ°p a\- n-em-bXv C≥-Ãn-‰yq-´nse Iºyq-´¿ knÃw

F{X {]mIr-X-am-bn-cp-∂p-sh-∂v. AhnsS Hcp sIm√w ]Tn-®mepw X\n°v Hcm-̂ o-kn¬ tPmen-sN-øm-\p≈ ss[cy-

ap-≠m-hn-√. ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Ahsf ]Tn-∏n-®p; £a-tbm-sS, Bfl-hn-izmkw sImSp-Øp-sIm-≠v. sX‰p-Iƒ sNøp-

tºmƒ, Ah Bh¿-Øn-°ptºmƒ Abm ƒ £a-tbmsS Ahsf Xncp-Øpw. ta¬-ss°-øn\p ]n∂n¬ ]n®-en-

√, Xe-bn-en´p Ingp-°-en-√. C≥-Ãn-‰yq-́ nse kmdns\ Ahƒ shdp-Øn-cp-∂p. Ah-fpsS ta¬-ss°-øn\p ]n∂n¬

\ndsb ]n®n tNmc I°nb IdpØ ]mSp-I-fm-bn-cp-∂p. ho´n¬ h∂v IÆm-Sn-t\m°n \odp∂ ]mSp-I-fn¬ XS-

hp-tºmƒ Ah-fpsS IÆp-Iƒ \nd-bpw. ChnsS ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb-cpsS H∏-an-cp∂v ]Tn-°p-tºmƒ ]n®-ens‚ \o‰-

an-√. a≠n-sb∂ kvt\l-ap≈ hnfn am{Xw. t]Pv-ta-°dpw tImd¬-t{Umhpw ae-bmfw tkm^v-Sv-sh-bdpw AZv-

`p-X-a-√m-Xm-bn. Nn{Xw hc-bv-°m≥ Xmev-]-cy-ap-≈-Xp-sIm≠v {Km^n-Ivkv Ffp-∏ambn.

H∂mw XoøXn Ahsf AZv-`p-X-s∏-Sp-Øn-s°m≠v Abmƒ ]IpXn amksØ iºfw sImSp-Øp. Ahƒ

At∏mgpw ]Tn-°pt∂ D≠m-bn-cp-∂p-≈p.

B a\p-jy-s\-bmWv Xm≥ thZ-\n-∏n-®-Xv. Ahƒ sXm -́Sp-Øp≈ t_°-dn-bn¬ t]mbn aq∂v tNm°-tf‰v_mdp-

Iƒ hmßn k©n-bn-en-´p.

Ahƒ t\sc ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb-cpsS apdn-bn-te-bv-°mWv t]mb-Xv. At±lw Ahsf tNmZy-̀ m-h-Øn¬ t\m°n.

Nncn B apJ-Øp-\n∂v A{]-Xy-£-am-bn-cp-∂p. Ahƒ H∂pw ]d-bmsX tai-s°-Xn-sc-bp≈ Itk-e-bn¬ Ccp-

∂p.

"-C∂v Hcp hntij Znh-km-Wv-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p. "F-¥m-∂p ]d-™m¬ Hcp kΩm\w Xcmw.' Xm\pw kmdpw

XΩn¬ {]iv-\-ß-sfm-∂p-ap-≠m-bn-´n-s√∂p hcp-Øm-\mbn Ahƒ {ian-°-bm-Wv.

"-C∂v Hcp Zpc¥ Znh-k-am-Wv. \o Cu Hm^o-kn¬ tN¿∂ Znh-kw' Abmƒ ]d-™p. "-]n-s∂, F\n°v \ns‚

kΩm\w ths≠-¶n-tem-?'

Ah-fpsS apJw hnf-dn. Xam-i-bn-eq-sS, tNm°-tf‰v \¬-IpI hgn kmdp-ambn km[m-cW \ne-bn-em-Im-sa∂v

Icp-Xn-b-Xm-Wv.  kmdv XWp-Øn-s√∂v a\- n-em-bn. Ahƒ Fgp-t∂‰v ]pdØp IS-∂p. kz¥w Itk-e-bn¬ t]mbn

Ipd-®p-t\cw shdp-sX-bn-cp-∂p. a\ v Iep-j-am-bn. IÆp-Iƒ Cud-\m-bn. k©n D≈n¬ hbv-°m-\mbn tai-bpsS

hen∏p Xpd-∂p. AXn¬ Hcp kΩm-\-s∏m-Xn-bp-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. Kn¬-´p-I-S-em-kn¬ s]mXn™ Hcp s]´n. t_°-

dn-bpsS t]cp-≠m-bn-cp-∂-Xp-sIm≠v AXv tIbv-°m-bn-cn-°p-sa-∂-hƒ Duln-®p. s]´n-bpsS apI-fn-ep≈ IS-em-

sk-SpØv Ahƒ hmbn-®p.

"Hcp sIm√-ambn Fs‚ PohnXw [\y-am-°nb aIƒ°v ̨  hf¿-Ø-—≥-.'

Iºyq-́ -dn¬ at\m-l-c-amb en]n-I-fn¬ Nn{X-∏-Wn-I-tfmsS D≠m-°nb B Im¿Uv Hcn-°¬-°qSn Ahƒ hmbn-

®p. s\©n-\p-≈n¬ ho¿-∏p-ap-´n-®p-sIm≠p h∂ tXß-e-S-°m≥ Ahƒ°p Ign-™n-√. tai-ta¬ s\‰n-h®v

Ahƒ tXßn-°-c-™p.

`mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Ah-fpsS Xe-apSn XS-hp-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ Ahsf Biz-kn-∏n-°m≥ Ft¥m ]d-bp-

∂p-≠v. Ah-km\w Abmƒ tNmZn-®p. "-F-hnsS \ns‚ kΩm-\w. Rm≥ icn-bp-Øcw X∂n-t√-?'

"-Rm≥ Cu kmdn-t\mSv IqSq-e-.' Ahƒ ]d-™p.

ameXn Nncn-°p-I-bm-Wv. \m≥-kn°v Ipd-®m-izmkw tXm∂n. Ahƒ k©n Xpd∂v aq∂v tNm°-tf‰v _mdp-

Iƒ ]pd-sØ-SpØp ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿°p sImSp-Øp. Abmƒ Hmtcm∂v Ahƒ°pw ame-Xn-bv°pw sImSp-Øp.

"-\-ap-°nXv Ct∏mƒ-Xs∂ Xn∂mw F¥m-?'
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"-kmdv F¥mWv F\n-°p-th≠n hmßn-®-Xv-?'

"\o Xpd∂v t\m°v-.'

AsXmcp tNm°-tf‰v {Iow tI°m-bn-cp-∂p. D®-bv°v apdn-°m-sa∂v Ahƒ Xocp-am-\n-®p.

Abmƒ c≠p-t]-cp-sSbpw P∑-Zn\w Hm¿-Øp-h-®p. B Znhkw tIbv°p hmßn-h-bv-°pw. ]t£ Xm≥

tPmen°p tN¿∂ Znhkw Hm¿-Øn-cn-°p-sa∂v \m≥kn Hcn-°epw Icp-Xn-bn-√. h√m-sØmcp kmdv!

"-\o-sb-∂mWv ]pXnb Iº-\n-bn¬ tNcp-∂-Xv-?' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tNmZn-®p.

"-Rm-t\m, ]pXnb Iº-\n-bn-tem-?' Hcp Sn.-hn-.-]-c-kysØ A\p-I-cn-®p-sIm≠v Ahƒ tNmZn-®p. "-Rm\o kmdns\

hn´v Fßpw t]mh-Øn-√. kmdns‚ Igp-Øn¬-Øs∂ Xqßpw-.'

"-F-\n-°-dn-bm-am-bn-cp∂p F\n-°{X ̀ mKy-sam-∂p-an-s√-∂v-.' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ ]d-™p. "-A-s√-¶n¬ F{X hgn-

]mSp t\¿-∂-Xm-Wv-!'

sshIp-t∂cw CsX√mw hnh-cn-®p-sIm-Sp-Ø-t∏mƒ cmP≥ ]d-™p.

"-`m-kv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Hc-]q¿∆ kv]o-jo-kn¬ s]´-bm-fm-Wv. ASp-Øp-Xs∂ \mam-h-ti-j-am-Im-hp∂ Hcp h¿-

§w.  ]W-sa∂ Htc-sbmcp ]cn-K-W-\-bn¬ kvt\l-sa∂ hnIm-c-Øn\v G‰hpw ]n∂nse ko‰p-sIm-Sp-°p∂ h¿-

§-am-Wn-t∏m-gp-≈-Xv. Aßn-s\-b-√mØ Bsc-sb-¶nepw I≠m¬ Ahsc {]tXyIw ]cn-c-£n-°-Ww. h¿-§-\m-

i-ap-≠m-hmsX t\m°-Ww-.'

"-\-ap°v kmdns\ h√ h\y-arK kwc-£-W-tI-{µ-Ønepw B°n-bm-tem-?'

   HºXmw Znhkw

BcmWv Xs∂ Bdp sh≈n-°m-in\v A∏\v H‰n-s°m-Sp-Ø-Xv? tN®n-bm-tWm? kmdm-tWm?  AtXm hen-bn-

S-Ø-®-t\m?   Bcm-bmepw an∂¬-th-K-Øn¬ Imcy-ßƒ \S-∂p. Rmb-dm-gvN s]Æp-Im-Wm≥ hcp-sa∂v ]d-™Xv

tN®n-bm-Wv. Bep-h-°m-c-\m-W-s{X. hc\v AhnsS tÃj-\dn I®-h-S-am-Wv.

"-h√ t_°-dntbm sFkv {Iow ]m¿-ftdm BsW-¶n¬ Rm\p-Ss\ kΩ-Xn-t®-s\-.' Ahƒ tN®n-tbmSp ]d-

™p.

"-sF{Iow taWw-.' s\¬-k¨ Bh-iy-ap-∂-bn-®p.

"-sIm-®Ω Hcp sFk v{Iow ]m¿-f-dp-Im-cs\ sI -́s´. F∂n v́ tam\v Znhkqw sFkv{Iow sIm≠p-hcmw tIt´m.'

\m≥kn Ahs\ kam-[m-\n-∏n-®p.

\m≥kn hfsc kt¥m-j-Øn-em-bn-cp-∂p. BZy-ambn Hcmƒ Xs∂ ImWm≥ hcp-∂p. Ahƒ Atßm´p t]mbn

B -̈]n-t≈sc ImWp-I-b-√msX BsWm-cp-Ø≥ Ah-sf-am{Xw ImWm-\mbn hcp-∂Xv {Xn√p-≠m-°p∂ kw -̀

h-am-Wv.

Ahƒ cmP-t\mSp ]d-™p.

"-\msf Fs∂ ImWm≥ Bƒ hcp-∂p-.'

"-B-cmWv B ss[cy-im-en-?' Abmƒ F©n≥-dq-an¬-\n-∂n-d-ßmsX kwkm-cn-°-bm-Wv.

"-C-cp-]-Ømdp hb- p≈ Hcp sNdp-∏-°m-c≥. \√ kpµ-c≥-.'

"\o Bsf apºv I≠n-´p-t≠m-?'

"-C-√m-.'

"-t^mt´m I≠n-´p-≠mhpw At√?'

"-AXpw C√-.'

"-]ns∂ Fßns\ a\- n-embn Abmƒ kpµ-c\pw kpio-e-\p-am-sW-∂v-?'

"-t\-cn´p ImWp-∂-Xp-hsc F¥n-\mWv Ipd-bv-°p-∂-Xv-?'

"-A-bm-sf¥p sNøp-∂p-.'

"-B-ep-hm-bn¬ tÃj-\-dn-°-®-h-S-am-Wv-.'

"-\-∂mbn hc-s´-!'

"-Rm-\-bmsf I≠-tijw ]d-™m¬ aXn-.' Ahƒ \S-∂p-\o-ßn.

s]Æp-Im-Wm≥ hcp∂ hnhcw ]d-™-t∏mƒ ̀ mkv-I-c≥-\m-b-cpsS apJØv Hcp Nncn hnS¿-∂pthm F∂-hƒ

kwi-bn-®p. kmdmtWm hn√-s\-∂-dn-bm-s\¥p hgn? Ahƒ \pW ]d-™p.

"-km-dns‚ IØp In´n-sb∂v A∏≥ Fgp-Xn-bn-´p-≠v-?'

"-Fs‚ ItØm? Ab-°mØ IsØ-ßn-s\-bmWv \ns‚ A∏\v In´p-I-?'

Ahƒ Bi-b-°p-g-∏-Øn-em-bn. ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb-cm-bn-cn-°n√ Xs∂ H‰n-s°m-Sp-Ø-Xv. H∂p-In¬ tN®n, As√-

¶n¬ hen-bn-S-Ø-®≥. Bcm-bmepw I≠p-]n-Sn-®m¬ DSs\ sIm∂p-I-f-b-W-sa-∂-hƒ Xo¿-®-bm-°n.

"-Rm-\n∂v Ipd®p t\csØ s]mbv-t°m-s´-?' \m≥kn tNmZn-®p.

"-F-¥n-\m-Wv-?'

"-tIm¨-sh‚ v P¶v-j-\n¬ t]mWw. Ipd®p kuµ-cy-h-kv-Xp-°ƒ hmß-Ww. ImWm≥ hcp-∂Xv \√ ]ø-\m-

sW-¶n¬ Fs∂ ]nSn-°msX t]m≠-.'
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"-Ip-d-®-[nIw km[-\-ßƒ hmtß-≠n-h-cpw-.'

"-F-t¥-?'

"-C-√mØ H∂v D≠m-°-e-t√-?'

"Cu kmdn-t\mSv Rm≥ IqSqem tIt´m-!'

Ahƒ-°-dnbmw ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ Ifn-∏n-°-bm-sW-∂v. Ahƒ icm-i-cn-bnepw aosX-bm-bn-cp-∂p. shfp-∏n-

t\m-S-SpØ Ccp-\n-dw. an v C¥y-bv°v Akq-b-bp-≠m-°p∂ ssh‰¬ Ãm‰n-Ãn-Iv-kv. \o≠ hnc-ep-I-fn¬ ̀ wKn-

bp≈ \o≠ \J-ßƒ. kz]v-\-ßƒ ab-ßp∂ henb IÆp-Iƒ. tN®n-bpsS \ndw-IqSn In´n-bn-cp-s∂-¶n¬ Xs∂

]nSn-®m¬ In´n-s√-∂mWv Ahƒ ]d-bm-dv. I¿-Øm-hp-ambn IW-°p-Xo¿-t°≠ Hcp Imcy-ambn AX-hƒ Ipdn-

®n-´n-cn-°-bm-W-Xv.

tIm¨-sh‚ v P¶v-j≥ bm{X Hcp Zpc-¥-am-bn-cp-∂p. ]cn-N-b-ap≈ skbn¬-kv-am≥amsc√mw A{]-Xy-£-cm-

bn-cn-°p-∂p. ]pXnb apJ-ßƒ. ImWm≥ sIm≈m-hp∂ Hcp apJ-Øn\p th≠n Ahƒ IS-Iƒ Ib-dn-bn-d-ßn.

Hscm‰ FÆw? Ah-scms° Fhn-sS-t∏m-bn?

tÃj-\n-se-Øn-b-t∏m-tg-bv°v Ahƒ £oWn-®n-cp-∂p.

"-F-¥p-]‰o \n\-°v-?' cmP≥ tNmZn-®p.

"-Rm≥ Bfl-lXy sNøm≥ Xo¿-®-bm-°n-.'

\√ Imcy-sa-∂-a-´n¬ cmP≥ Ahsf A`n-\-µn-®p-sIm≠v t\m°n.

"-B-fl-l-Xy°v tÃj≥ ]cn-kcw Hgn-hm-°m≥ F¥mWv th≠-Xv-?'

"-Hcp sFkv-{Iow-.'

"-A-{Xtb th≠q-?' Ah¿ πm‰p-t^m-anse Iu≠-dn-te-bv°p \S-∂p.

sFkv{Iow Ign-®p-sIm-≠n-cnt° cmP≥ ]d-™p.

"-Rm≥ c≠p Znhkw eohn-em-bn-cn-°pw-.'

"-F¥m Imc-Ww-?'

"-A-Ω-bv°p kpJ-an-√. tUmŒsd ImWn-°-Ww. Hcp-]t£ Bip-]-{Xn-bn¬ c≠p Znhkw InS-t°-≠n-h-cpw.'

"-sF-kv{Iow shdp-sX-bm-bn-.'

"-F-t¥-?'

"-Rm≥ Ct∏mƒ Xs∂ Bfl-lXy sNøm≥ Xocp-am-\n-®p-.'

cm{Xn InS-°p-∂-Xn-\p-apºv Ahƒ tacn-tbmSp tNmZn-®p.

"-B-cpsS sFUn-b-bmWv Cu s]Æp-Im-W¬-?'

"-A-∏≥ Nn‰-∏\v Fgp-Xn-b-Xm-Wv. Nn‰-∏-\mWv Cu Btem-N\ sIm≠p-h-∂-Xv. Ft¥-?'

"-H-∂p-an-√, ̀ wKn-bmbn F∂p ]d-™-Xm-.'

Ub-dn-bn¬ Hcp Znh-ksØ ÿew Hgn™p InS-∂p. C\nbpw ct≠m aqt∂m Znh-k-ßƒ Aßns\ InS-°m-

\mWv tbmK-sa∂p tXm∂p-∂p.

   ]Xn-aq∂mw Znhkw

Ahƒ Ubdn ssIøn-se-Sp-Øp. Cs∂-¶nepw Fgp-Xn-bn-s√-¶n¬ \msf Ncn{Xw X∂n¬ ]gn-Nm-cpw.  C{Xbpw

henb Hcp hnShv hni-Zo-I-cn-°m-\m-hmsX InS-°pw. icn°pw ]d-™m¬ cmhnse Fgp-t∂‰ DS-s\-sXm´v Ac-

a-Wn-°q¿ IqSp-tºmƒ Ub-dn-sb-gp-X-W-sa∂p tXm∂n-b-Xm-Wv. Fgp-Xm-\p≈ tIm∏p-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. tN®n-bpsS

H∏w ]≈n-bn¬ t]m°pw hen-bn-S-Ø-®s‚ Bio¿-hm-Z-ß-fpw, AXn-\p-tijw s]Æp-Im-Wm≥ hcp-∂-h¿°v

hncp-s∂m-cp-°m-\p≈ {ia-ß-fpw. Nn‰-∏\pw B‚nbpw t\c-sØ-Øs∂ h∂v hoSv ssItø-dn-bn-cn-°p-∂p. Ft¥m

al-Ømb Imcyw \S-°m≥ t]mIp-∂p-sh∂ {]Xo-Xn-bm-Wv.

IrXyw ]Xn-s\m-∂n-\p-Xs∂ ]ø≥ Hcp Uk≥ Bƒ-°m-cp-ambn FØn. Hc-ºm-kn-U¿ Imdn¬ C{X-b-[nIw

Bƒ-°msc sIm≈p-sa-∂Xv Ahƒ At∏m-gmWv Adn-bp-∂-Xv. Hmtcm-cp-Ø-cmbn Cd-ßp-tºmƒ Im¿ Hmtcm

C©mbn s]m¥p-∂Xv Ahƒ P\-en-eqsS t\m°n-\n-∂p. F√m-h-tcbpw Cd-°n-hn-´-tijw Im¿ tIm´p-hm-bn´p

aqcn-\n-h¿-∂p. h∂ Bƒ-°q-´-Øn¬-\n∂v ]øs\ I≠p-]n-Sn-°m≥ {ian-°-bm-bn-cp∂p \m≥-knbpw tacn-bpw.

B‚n h∂p hnfn-®-t∏mƒ tacn H∏w t]mbn. \m≥kn X\n-®m-bn. sXc-®n¬ c≠p ÿm\m¿-∞n-I-fn-te-bv°v

HXp-ßn. Hcp-]t£ tPjv-Tm-\p-P-∑m-cm-bn-cn-°-Ww. c≠m-bmepw BsI-∏msS sIm≈mw. ]m‚ vkpw apgp-h≥

ssIøp≈ hc-bp≈ j¿-´p-amWv thjw. \ndw Ipd-hm-Wv. Idp-∏n-t\mSv IqSp-X¬ ASpØp \n¬-°p-∂p. Ah¿

\S∂v DΩ-d-tØ-bv°p Ib-dn.

B‚n-bpsS H∏w sN∂ tacn Ahsc kzmKXw sNbv-Xp. c≠p-t]-cn¬ aqØ-h≥ tacnsb \√-hÆw t\m°p-

∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. I√ym-W-s∏-Æm-sW∂p Icp-Xn-bm-bn-cn-°-Ww. tacnsb I≠m¬ s]‰p-sh-s∂m∂pw tXm∂n-

√. A\n-b≥ G -́t\mSv Ft¥m AS°w ]d-™p. \√-hÆw t\m°nt°m F∂m-bn-cn-°pw.  B \nan-j-Øn-emWv

s\¬-k¨ HmSn DΩ-d-tØ-bv°p h∂-Xpw, "A-Ω®o s∂ FSp-°q' F∂p ]d-™-Xpw. ]øs‚ apJsØ Nncn

NΩnb Nncn-bmbn amdn. Ah≥ A\p-Ps\ cq£-ambn H∂v t\m°n. \n\°p Rm≥ sh®n-´p-s≠Sm F∂ a´n¬.
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AIØv P\-en-eqsS t\m°n Bkz-Zn-°p∂ \m≥-kn°v Nncn-s]m-́ n. Nmb-Ip-Sn-®p-I-gn™ tij-amWv \m≥kn

DΩ-d-tØ-bv°p t]mb-Xv. kn\n-a-bnepw Snhn kocn-b-enepw D≈-t]mse Nmb-bpsS t{Sbp-ambn Xs∂ DΩ-d-tØ-

bv°p X≈n-hn-´m¬ AXns‚ ̂ ew h∂-hcpw Chn-sS-bp-≈-hcpw A\p-`-hn-t°-≠n-h-cp-sa∂ Xm°oXp \ne-hn-

ep-≈-Xp-sIm-≠mWv B‚nbpw Nn‰-∏\pw \n¿-∫-‘n-®n´pw tacn A\n-b-Ønsb ]d-™-b-°m-Xn-cp-∂-Xv.

"-F-∂m¬ s]Æns\ H∂v hnfn-°ym-.' Btcm ]d-™p. AXv sN°s‚ aqØ s]ß-fm-sW∂v ]n∂oSp a\- n-

em-bn. \m≥kn DΩ-d-tØ-bv°p h∂v Hcp XqWp Nmcn-\n∂p ]øs\ \√-hÆw H∂p t\m°n. t\m -́Øns‚ i‡n-

bn¬ ]ø≥ \mWn®p Xe-Xm-gv-Øn. ̀ kv-a-am-hm-Xn-cp-∂Xv ]øs‚ ap÷-∑-kp-Ir-X-sa∂p ]d-bmw. ]n∂o-S-tßm´v

hnNm-c-W-bm-bn-cp-∂p. hmZn-`mKw h°o¬ s]ßƒ Xs∂.

"-F¥m t]cv-?'

"-\m≥-kn. Nn‰-∏≥ ]d-™n-t√-?'

"-\m≥kn Fhn-SymWv tPmen-sb-Sp-°-W-Xv-?' s]ßƒ ASn-sX-‰m-Xn-cn-°m≥ {ian-®p-sIm-≠v, ]X-dmsX tNmZn-

®p.

"-F-d-Wm-Ip-f-Øv-.'

"-F¥p tPmen-bm-?'

"-ssS-]v-sk-‰n-Mvv-.'

"-ssS-∏n-ßns‚ tPmen-bm-W-t√? At∏m \nßsS Bƒ-°mcv ]d-™Xv Iºyq-´-dnem tPmeo-∂m-W-t√m-?'

Aßns\ ]‰n-°m≥ t\mt°≠ F∂ ̀ mh-Øn¬ s]ßƒ ]d-™p.

"-I-ºyq-´-dn-emWv ssS]v-sk‰p sNøp-I-.' \m≥kn im¥-ambn ]d-™p. Nncn hcp-sa∂p ̀ b∂v Ahƒ tN®n-

bpsS Xpdn-®p-t\m-°p∂ IÆp-Iƒ Hgn-hm-°m≥ {ian-°-bm-bn-cp-∂p. Hcn-°¬ Nncn s]m´n-bm¬ ]ns∂ AS-°m≥

Ign-™n-s√∂p hcpw.

"-i-ºfw F¥p In´pw-?'

\m≥kn adp-]Sn ]d-bp-∂-Xn-\p-apºv ]ø≥ ]d-™p.

"-AXv kmc√y tN®n-.'

iº-f-sa-¥m-sW-∂-dn-b-W-sa∂v Abmƒ tN®n-tbmSv Ah-iy-s∏-́ n-́ p-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. Xs‚ ̀ mcy-bpsS iºfw

tN®n Adn-b-W-sa-∂n√ Abmƒ-°v. Adn-™m¬ Ipg-∏-am-Wv.

"-]m-´p-]m-Sm-s\ms° Adn-tbzm-?' s]ßƒ ho≠pw tNmZn-®p.

"-Dw, ]o‰¿ tN´s‚ H∏w ]mSm-dp-≠v-.'

"-B-cmWv ]o‰¿ tN´≥-?' ]ø≥ BImw-£-tbmsS tNmZn-®p. \m≥kn Hcp sNdp-∏-°m-cs‚ H∏w Zzµ-Km-\hpw

]mSn ]m¿-°p-I-fnepw t^m¿-´p-sIm®n _o®n-ep-sams° \S-°p-∂Xv Abmƒ a\- n¬ I≠p.

"-R-ßsS CS-h-I-]-≈oev ]m´v ]mSW Bfm-Wv-.' Nn‰-∏≥ Iq´n-t®¿-Øp. "-h-b- mb Hcp Imc-W-h-cv-.'

]ø\p kam-[m-\-am-bn. Abmƒ Afn-b-\p-ambn Ft¥m kwkm-cn-°-bm-Wv. Afn-b≥ Fgp-t∂‰v Nn‰-∏s\

hnfn®p ap‰-tØ-°n-dßn kwkm-cn-°m≥ XpS-ßn. s]ßƒ \m≥-knsb shdpsX t\m°n-\n-∂p. tNmZy-ßƒ Ah-

cpsS IÆp-I-fnepw apJsØ t]in-I-fnepw kwXr-]v-Xn-bn-√msX DS-°n-\n-∂p. Afn-b\pw Nn‰-∏\pw IqSn kwkm-

cn®v ]Sn-°-se-Øn. \m≥kn Xncn®v AI-tØ-bv-°p-Xs∂ \S-∂p.

Ac-a-Wn-°q-dn-\p-≈n¬ Ah¿ t]mb-t∏mƒ F√m-hcpw Nn‰-∏s‚ ASpØp sN∂p.

"-sN-°\v s]Æns\ C„m-bn-cn-°p-∂p-.' Abmƒ ]d-™p. "-A-s√-¶n¬ Fs‚ tam°v F¥m-sWmcp Ipd-hv-?'

"-A-hcv as‰ Imscyms° F¥m ]d-™-Xv-?' B‚n A£-a-tbmsS tNmZn-®p.

"-aq-∂p-et£mw \m¬-∏Xp ]h-\pw. At∏m Rm≥ ]d™p Ah-fvsS tN®n°v sImSp-ØXv c≠p-et£mw Ccp-

]Xp ]h-\p-am-Wv. Xd-hmSv \m≥-kn-°mWv In´p-I. AXp-sIm≠v Hcp et£mw Ccp-]Xp ]h\pw Xcm-sa∂p ]d-

™p. Btem-Nn-°-t´∂v ]d-™n-cn-°ym-.'

"-F-¥m{X Btem-Nn-°m-\v-≈-Xv-?' AΩmbn tNmZn-®p.

"-A-hs‚ ItSsS ASp-Øv≈ IS hnev-°m-\n-́ n-cn-°ym-s{X. AXp hmß-Ww-∂v-≠v. C∏-gv≈ IS Ah\pw A\n-

b-\pw-Iq-Sn-≈-Xm. AXn-\mWv ]Ww-.'

"-\-ΩsS A∏≥ A≤zm-\n-®p≈ Imtim≠v Abm°v IS-sb-Sp-°-Ww-∂v, At√? Abm°v A∏-s\m∂pw Ct√?'

\m≥kn tNmZn-®p.

"\o an≠m-Xn-cn-sb-Sn-.' tacn imkn-®p.

"-Bs´ \n\-°-bmsf C„-s∏-t´m-So-?' B‚n tNmZn-®p.

"-sIm-≈mw-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p. "-F-\n-°-dn-tb-≠Xv \ΩsS A∏≥ sImSp-°-W-X-√msX Abm-fvsS Iønev a‰v

tIms∏-¥p-≠v-∂m. \ΩsS ]Ww am{Xw FSpØv Ifn-°ym-sW-¶nev icn-bm-h-Øn-√-.'

Ubdn aS-°n-h-®p-sIm≠v \m≥kn Nncn-®p. Abm-fpsS Iønse tIm∏v Adn-b-W-sa-¶n¬ Ieym-W-cm-{Xn-Xs∂

th≠n-h-cpw. henb {]Xo-£-I-sfm∂pw C√m-Xn-cn-°p-∂-Xmhpw \√-Xv.

A\n-b-Ønsb D]-tZ-in®v Xf¿∂v tacn Dd-°-am-bn-cp-∂p.
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   ]Xn-\memw Znhkw

πm‰p-t^m-an¬ ]pjv-]pƒ InX-®p-\n-∂p. Ahƒ F©n≥-dq-an-te-bv°p t\m°n. Ign™ aq∂p-\mep Znh-k-

ambn {] -̀b‰p InS∂ F©n≥ apdn ho≠pw {]`m-]qcw s]mgn-°p-∂-Xmbn Ahƒ I≠p. ho≠pw hk-¥w, ho≠pw

]q°-fpsS {]f-bw. kpK‘w ]c-Øp∂ aµ-am-cp-X≥. Rm≥ ]d-™n-t√? Ahƒ Btem-Nn-®p. F\n°v Ihn-X-

sb-gp-Xm≥ Ign-bpw.

"F¥m tIdv-Wn-t√-?' F∂v cmP≥ BwKyw ImWn-®-t∏m-gmWv ]cn-k-c-t_m-[-ap-≠m-b-Xv. Np‰pw hk-¥-a-√,

Xe-bv°p apI-fn¬ sam´ shbn-em-sW-∂pw, Ct∏mƒ Ihn-X-sb-gp-Xm-\n-cp-∂m¬ icn-bm-hn-s√∂pw Ahƒ°p

t_m[y-am-bn. Ahƒ [rXn-bn¬ h≠n-bn¬ Ib-dn. A¥m-£-cn-bn¬ Ahƒ BZy-ambn Pbn-®p. hb-em-dn-t‚bpw

H.-F≥-.-hn-.-bp-sSbpw ]m´p-Iƒ Ah-fpsS \mhn≥-Xp-ºn¬ A\m-bmkw h∂p-tN¿-∂p. Ahƒ Ip´n-°m-ew-sXm´v

tIƒ-°m-dp-≈-XmWm ]m´p-Iƒ. A∏≥ sshIp-t∂cw Aev]w IpSn-°pw. IpSn®p Ign-™m¬ kn\n-am-Km-\-ßƒ

\√ CuW-Øn¬ ]mSpw. AXp-tI-́ p-sIm-≠m-W-hƒ hf¿-∂-Xv. Ct∏mƒ Ah-fpsS Pohn-X-Ønepw B ]m´p-Iƒ°v

A¿-∞-ap-≠mbn hcp-∂-X-hƒ AZv-`p-X-tØm-sS, BÀm-Z-tØmsS I≠p.

kuØv tÃj-\n¬ h≠n \n∂-t∏mƒ Ahƒ πm‰p-t^m-an-eqsS \S∂v F©ns‚ ASp-sØ-Øn. cmP≥ ]pd-

tØ-bv°p Xe-bn´v \n¬-°p-I-bm-Wv.

"-A-Ω-bv°v Fßn-s\-bp-≠v-?' \m≥kn tNmZn-®p.

"-am-dn-.' Abmƒ ]d-™p.  ]\n-]n-Sn®p InS∂ Hcp sNdnb Ip´n Ifn-°m≥ t]mIm-\mbn "Duhv amdn' F∂p

]d-bp-∂-Xp-t]m-se-bm-W-bmƒ ]d-™-Xv.

"-C-∂se Fs∂ s]Æp-Im-Wm≥ h∂n-cp-∂p-.'

"-F-ßn-s\-bp≠v ]ø≥-?'

"-\√ kpµ-c≥. cmP-Ip-am-c-s\-t∏m-se-bp-≠v-.'

"-Mpw, Fs∂ Akq-b-s∏-Sp-Øm≥ ]d-øzm-Wv. I´-∏√pw tIm¶Æpw D≈ Bsc-¶n-ep-am-bn-cn-°pw-.'

"-B-bv-t°m-s´-.' Ahƒ tIm°ncn Im´n-s°m≠v \S-∂p-t]m-bn.

s]Æp-Im-Wm≥ h∂ Imcyw ]d-™-t∏mƒ ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tNmZn-®p.

"-F-¥m-W-h-cpsS Unam‚ v-?'

"-aq-∂p-e-£hpw \mev-]Xp ]h\pw am{Xw. C{X Ipd®p tNmZn-°p∂ Hcm-fpsS H∏w Rm≥ t]mhn-s√∂v ]d-

™n-cn-°-bm-Wv. Fs‚ hne If-bm-t\m-?'

`mkv-I-c≥ \mbcpw ame-Xnbpw Nncn-°-bm-Wv.

"-Rm≥ \ns∂-s°m≠v tXm‰p. Bs´ ]ø-s\-ßn-s\--≠v-?'

"-i-cm-i-cn. ]øs‚ A\n-b-\m-sW-¶n¬ Hcp ssI t\m°m-bn-cp-∂p. •ma-dp≈ ]ø-\m-Wv-.'

cmPs\ Akq-b-s∏-Sp-Øm-sa-∂mWv Icp-Xn-b-Xv. Abm-fpsS apJØv Akq-b-t]m-bn v́ Ak-ln-jv-Wp-X-bpsS

em©-\-t]m-ep-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√.  im¥-amb apJw, {]k-∂-amb apJw. Ahƒ AZv-`p-X-s∏-´p. Cuømƒ tbip-

Xs∂ thjw amdn-h-∂-Xm-bn-cn-°p-tam?  Ahƒ sFkv {Iow \pW-bp-I-bm-Wv.

"-C-ßns\ Znh-khpw sFkv-{Ioapw akm-e-tZm-ibpw hmßn-Ø-∂m¬ apX-em-Ip-tam-?'

"-C-√-.'

"-]ns∂ F¥n-\mWv Cßns\ ]Ww sNe-hm-°p-∂-Xv-?'

"-A-sX√mw Rm≥ kv{Xo-[-\-Øp-I-bn¬ Iq´n-bn-Smw-.'

"-\n-ßƒ \mb-∑m¿°v kv{Xo-[\w hmßp∂ G¿-∏m-Sn-√-t√m-.'

"-Fs‚ A—≥ hmßn-bn-´n-√. Cßs\ t]mbm¬ Rm\m-bn´v AXp XpS-tß≠n hcp-sa-∂mWv tXm∂p-∂-Xv.'

"-A-ßn-s\-bm-sW-¶n¬ F\n°p bmsXmcp Xmev-]-cy-hp-an-√. Rm≥ kv{Xo-[-\-sam∂pw sImSp-°msX Hcp

]øs\ ASn-s®-Sp-°m-sa∂p Icp-Xn-bmWv \nß-fp-ambn ASp-Ø-Xv-.'

"-A-®m-b-Øn-bpsS a\- n-en-cn∏v F\n°p \√-hÆw Adn-bmw. Bs´ aq∂p e£hpw \mev-]Xp ]h≥ ]≠-

ßfpw tNmZn-°p∂ B hnZzms‚ Iøn-se-¥p-≠v-?'

"-P-\n-°p-tºmƒ ssZhw Xºp-cm≥ Iev-]n-®p-sIm-SpØ km[-\-ßƒ am{Xw. AXpw {]h¿-Ø-\-£-a-am-sW∂v

henb Dd-s∏m-∂p-an-√-.'

"-X-¶w-t]m-se-bp≈ Hcp s]¨-Ip-´nsb sI´n-®-b-°-W-sa-¶n¬ S¨-I-W-°n\v kz¿Æw thW-sa-∂Xv  hen-

sbmcp {]iv-\w-X-s∂-bm-Wv. Ch-sc-sbms° Nm´-hm-dp-sIm-≠-Sn-°p-I-bmWv th≠-Xv-.'

Ahƒ s]s´∂v tbml-∂ms‚ kphn-ti-j-Ønse hmIy-ß-tfm¿-Øp.

"A-h≥ Ib-dp-sIm≠v Hcp NΩ-´n-bp-≠m°n Ah-sc-sb√mw tZhm-e-b-Øn¬-\n∂p ASn®p ]pd-Øm-°n-.-.-.-.-.'

cmPs‚ apJØv XmSn hf¿-∂p-sh∂v Xm≥ ̀ mh-\-bn¬ ImWp-I-bm-tWm? ssIøn-ep≈ Nm´-hm¿ At±lw

Npg-‰n-b-Sn-°p-I-bm-Wv. B\-µ-l¿-j-tØmsS Ahƒ B cwKw t\m°n \n∂p.

"-F-¥m-Wm-tem-Nn-°p-∂-Xv-?' cmP≥ tNmZn-®p.

"-H-∂p-an-√-.' Ahƒ ]d-™p. "-Rm≥ \∑-Xn-∑-I-sf-∏‰n Btem-Nn-°-bm-bn-cp-∂p-.'

cm{Xn DuWp Ign-°p-tºm-gmWv tacn ]d-™-Xv.
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"-ssh-Io´v Nn‰-∏≥ h∂n-cp-∂p-.'

\m≥kn tNmZy-`m-h-Øn¬ tN®nsb t\m°n.

"-A-h¿°v \ns∂ C„-s∏-´p-s{X-.'

"-h-enb Imcy-am-bn-!'

"-]-ø\v \nt∂m-sSm∂p kwkm-cn-°-Ww-s{X. \msf \ns‚ Hm^o-knev h∂m¬ kuI-cym-thzm∂v tNmZn-®p-.'

"-Cu-hI Ae-h-em-Xn-I-sf-sbm∂pw Hm^o-kn-te-bv°v hntS-≠. Fs‚ •ma¿ t]mhpw. B ]cn-k-c-sØms°

F\n°v \√ •ma-dm-.'

"-]ns∂ Fhn-sS-h®m ImWm≥ ]‰p-I-?' A\n-b-Øn-bpsS kz`mhw \√-hÆw Adn-bm-hp-∂-Xp-sIm≠v tacn

Gsd kwb-a\w ]men-®n-cp-∂p. Ip´n-°m-ew-sXm´v ]cn-io-en-®p-≠m-°nb kn≤n-bm-W-Xv.

"-A-bmƒ°v D®-bv°v c≠p-sXm´v aq∂p-aq-∂-c-a-Wn-h-sc≈ ka-btØ ]‰q∂v ]d-™p-.'

"-\√ ka-b-am-Wv. Rm≥ \msf e©p sIm≠p-t]m-Ip-∂n-√. GsX-¶nepw sdtÃm-d-≠n¬-h®p ImWmw-.'

"-sd-tÃm-d-≠n¬ ht®m-?'

"-A-sX. Abmƒ F{X A¿-°o-km-sW∂pw a\- n-em-°m-tem? F\n°v Hcp \√ e©pw Xcm-hpw-!' Ahƒ

\n¿Øn ho≠pw ]d-™p. "-\√ e©v F∂p Rm≥ ]d-t™m? Fs‚ {]Xo-£-Iƒ ImSp-I-b-dzm-tWm-?'

"-Rm≥ Nn‰-∏-t\mSp ]d-bmw-.'

Ubdn AS-®p-h-®-t∏mƒ \m≥kn Hm¿-Øp.  F√m Znh-khpw Ah-km-\n-°p-∂Xv Hcp-t]m-se-bm-Wv. cm{Xn-bpsS

Ccp´v h∂p hebw sNbvXv t_m[-a-fi-esØ ]Xps° Im¿∂p Xn∂p-∂p. bmYm¿-∞y-ßƒ {`am-fl-I-X-bv°v

hgn amdn-s°m-Sp-°p-∂p. AXp ast‰mcp temIw. AXmWv Xs‚ kØ. AXn-emWv Xm≥ Pohn-°p-∂-Xv.

Ahƒ kzbw ]d-™p. I¿-Ømth CXns‚ s]mcp-sf-¥m-Wv?

   ]Xn-\mdmw Znhkw

"C-∂t√ al-Ømb e©ns‚ Znh-kw-?' F©n≥ ss{Uh¿ tNmZn-®p. e©n-s\-∏‰n Ahƒ Xte∂p sshIp-

t∂cw ]d-™n-cp-∂p. \m≥kn Nncn-®p.

"-Rm≥ F¥mWv Biw-kn-t°-≠-Xv-?' Abmƒ ho≠pw tNmZn-®p.

"-c-£-s∏-St´ F∂v-?'

"-F-¥n¬-\n-∂v? e©n¬-\n-t∂m, e©p-X-cp∂ Bfn¬-\n-t∂m-?'

"-F-√m-‰n¬-\n-∂pw. F\n°p aSp-Øp-.'

"-X-ami If-.'

"-Im-cy-am-bn´p ]d-bym-Wv. F\n-°p-th≠n Hcp-]-Imcw sNøm-tam-?'

"-]-d-bq-.'

"B dtÃm-d-≠n-te-bv°p H∂p hcm-tam-?'

"-d-tÃm-d-≠n-te-bv-t°m, Rmt\m? kz¿-§-Øn-te-bv°v I´p-dp-ºns\ £Wn-°p-∂-sX-¥n-\v-?'

"-h-cm≥ ]‰p-tam? Hcp [m¿-ΩnI ]n¥p-W-bv-°m-Wv. Fs∂ ]cn-N-b-ap-s≠∂p ̀ mhn-t°-≠. ASp-sØ-hn-sS-sb-

¶nepw Ccp-∂m¬ aXn-.'

"-c-≠p-a-Wn°v Fs‚ D®-bp-d-°-Øns‚ ka-b-am-Wv. hen-sbmcp XymK-am-bn-cn-°pw. t]mcm-Ø-Xn\v Rm≥ D®-

bv°v Dd-ßn-bn-s√-¶n¬ cm{Xn h≠n-tbm-Sn-°p-tºmƒ Dd-ßpw. A]-I-S-ap-≠m-hpw-.'

"-F-¶n¬ th≠-.' Ahƒ \S-∂p-\o-ßn. Ah-fpsS kzc-Øn¬ ]cn-`-h-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. F¥p-sImt≠m

Ahƒ°v cmP≥ B dtÃm-d-≠n¬ sN√-W-sa-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. kmc-an-√.

Ahƒ D®-°n-cp∂v tPmen-sb-Sp-°p-∂Xp I≠-t∏mƒ ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ tNmZn-®p.

"-C∂v \m≥-kn°v hni-°p-∂n-t√-?'

"-C∂v F\n°v D{K≥ Hcp e©v In´m≥ t]mIp-∂p-.'

"-B-cpsS hI-?'

Bep-hm-bnse Hcp tÃj-\dn apX-em-fn-bpsS hI-.'

"-A-t∏mƒ \ns‚ IeymWw Dd-∏n-®p-thm-?'

"-A-Xn-\p≈ {]mcw-̀ -{i-a-ß-fm-Wv. Bi-b-hn-\n-abw \SØn c≠p a\-kp-Ifpw Htc Xcw-K-Øn-emtWm Bh¿-

Øn-°p-∂Xv F∂p I≠p-]n-Sn®v lrZ-b-ßsf tbmPn-∏n-°p∂ tPmen I¿-Øm-hn\v Ffp-∏-am-°n-s°m-Sp-°p-I.'

"-Du-iv-.' ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb¿ ]d-™p. "-GXp ]pkv-X-I-Øn¬ \n∂mWv \o Cu ]d-™-sX√mw Nq≠n-b-Xv-?'

"-AXv cl-ky-am-Wv. CXv B[p-\n-tIm-Ø-c-am-Wv. Hdn-Pn-\¬ ]d-™p-X-∂m¬ Fs‚ ]pkv-XIw sNe-hm-hn-√.'

IrXyw c≠p aWn°v \m≥kn sdtÃm-d-≠n-se-Øn-b-t∏mƒ hmXn¬-°¬ lotdm ImØp-\n-∂n-cp-∂p. Hcp e©n-

\p-th≠n c≠p aWn-°p≈ shbn-esØ \SØw hn^-e-am-Iptam F∂ ̀ bm-i-¶-I-tfmsS Ahƒ \S-∂p.

"-Rm≥ Hm^o-kn¬ hcm-sa-∂mWv Icp-Xn-b-Xv-?' Abmƒ Nncn-®p-sIm≠v ]d-™p.

Aø-S! Ahƒ a\- n¬ Icp-Xn.

Ah¿ Nn√p-hm-Xn¬ IS∂v D≈n-te-bv°p {]th-in-®p. D≈n¬ aßnb shfn-®-Øn¬ IÆp-Iƒ ]g-Im≥ Ipd®p
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ka-b-sa-Sp-Øp. Ahƒ as‰mcp apJ-Øn\p th≠n Xnc-bp-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p. hcn-s√-∂-dnbmw F¶n-epw-.-.-..

Ah¿ tai-°n-cp-h-iØpw Ccn-∏p-d-∏n-®p. shbv-‰¿ h∂v sa\yp Im¿Uv c≠p t]cp-tSbpw apºn¬-h-®p. sa\yp

Xpd-°p-tºmƒ \m≥kn {i≤n-®n-cp-∂Xv apºn-en-cn-°p∂ BfpsS apJ-am-bn-cp-∂p. Fhn-sS-h-®mWv AXp I≠-

Xv. apsºtßm I≠p ad∂ apJw. s]Æp-Im-Wm≥ h∂ Znh-khpw B apJw Ahsf Ae-´n-bn-cp-∂p. Abmƒ

tNmZn-®p.

"-F-¥mWv Ign-°p-∂-Xv-?'

Ahƒ°v kwi-b-ap-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. akm-e-tZmi F∂p ]d-bp-hm≥ hm Xp-d-∂-Xm-Wv. s]s -́∂-hƒ ths≠∂p

Xocp-am-\n-®p. Cu a\p-jys‚ H∏w Xm≥ akm-e-tZmi Ign-°p-∂n-√. Ahƒ sa\yp-Im¿Uv FSpØp adn-®p-t\m-

°n. _ncn-bm-Wn, s]mdm-´, Nn°≥ Idn. Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-F-\n°v shdpw sFkv{Iow am{Xw aXn-.'

"-sFkv {Iow ]ns∂ Ign-°mw. BZyw Nn°≥ _ncn-bm-Wn-bmhmw As√-?'

Ahƒ H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-√. Ahƒ°v hni-∏p-≠v. Fs¥-¶nepw Ah-s´. Ahƒ ho≠pw apºn-en-cn-°p∂ a\p-

jys‚ apJ-sØ-∏‰n Btem-Nn-°p-I-bm-Wv. Fhn-sS-bm-WXp I≠n-́ p-≈-Xv. s]s´∂v Hm¿-Ω-Iƒ, h¿-j-ß-fpsS

abn¬-°p-‰n-Iƒ Xm≠n, ]pd-tIm v́ hmßn. kvIqƒ B\n-th¿-k-dn-bpsS \mS-Iw. "A-h-km-\sØ Xncp-h-Øm-gw'.

{]n≥-kn-]mƒ ssa°-e-®≥ Xs∂ Fgp-Xn-bp-≠m-°nb \mS-I-am-Wv.

tbip A∏-°-jvWw ap°n bqZm-kn\p sImSp-Øp-sIm≠v ]d-™p:

"\o sNøm-\n-cn-°p-∂Xv thKw sNøp-I-.'

bqZm-kmbn A`n-\-bn-®Xv \m≥-kn-bpsS kl-]m-Tn-bm-bn-cp∂ B‚-Wn-bm-bn-cp-∂p. B apJ-amWv Xm\n-t∏mƒ

apºn¬ ImWp-∂-Xv. Ahƒ°v B‚-Wnsb C„-am-bn-cp-∂n-√.

"-Fs‚ t]cv jmPo-∂m-Wv-.'

\m≥kn tbip-hns‚ apJ-Øn-\p-th≠n Np‰pw t\m°p-I-bm-bn-cp-∂p. bqZm-kns‚ NXn-°p∂ apJ-Øn-\p-a-

∏p-dØv Ahƒ I≠p, as‰mcp tai-°p-]n-∂n¬ Nncn-°p∂ apJw.

"-I-eymWw Hd-∏n-°-W-Xn\p apºv H∂p kwkm-cn-°mw∂v hnNm-cn®v hnfn-®-Xm-.'

\m≥kn kt¥m-j-h-Xn-bm-bn-cp-∂p. cmP≥ hcn-s√-∂p-X-s∂-bmWv hnNm-cn-®-Xv. Ct∏mƒ CXm sXm´-SpØ

tai°p ]n∂n¬-.-.-.-..

{]Xn-{ip-X-h-[p-hns‚ apJw s]s´∂p sXfn-™-Xns‚ ]n∂nse tNtXm-hn-Im-cßsfm∂pw hc\v a\- n-em-

bn-√. Abmƒ AsXmcp A\p-Iq-e-{]-Xn-I-c-W-am-sW∂p IcpXn XpS¿-∂p.

"-\m≥-kn°pw Fs¥-¶n-ep-sams° kwkm-cn-°m-\p-≠m-hq-tem?'

"-F-\n-s°m∂pw kwkm-cn-°m-\n-√-.' Ahƒ \pW ]d-™p. Ahƒ°v icn°p ]d-™m¬ Hcp \qdp Imcy-ßƒ

kwkm-cn-°m-\p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p. AXp Ign-™m¬ ]ns∂ Ahn-sS-\n∂p H‰-Ø-Sn-bmbn c£-s∏-Sp∂ Imcy-Øn¬

am{X-am-bn-cp∂p kwi-bw.

"-\m≥-kn°v Fs∂ C„m-bn-t√-?'

"-]n-t∂-?' Ahƒ kXyw ]d-™p. icm-i-cn°p aosX-bp≈ GXv B -̈]n-≈-tcbpw Ahƒ-°n-„-am-bn-cp-∂p.

icm-i-cn°p Xmsg-bm-sW-¶n¬ am{Xw Ahƒ sXc-s™-Sp-°m-\p≈ kzmX{¥yw D]-tbm-Kn-°pw. apºn-en-cn-°p∂

]pcp-j≥ e£-W-samØ Bfm-Wv. I´n-bp≈ ]pcn-I-ßƒ, I´n-bp≈ aoi, \ndw Ipd™ apJØv cmhnse tjhp-

sN-bv-Xn´pw am™p-t]m-bn-´n-√mØ XmSn-bpsS IdpØ ̀ q]-Sw. Nph-∏n¬ sh≈-h-c-bp≈ sSdn-tIm´v j¿-´n-\-Sn-

bn-eqsS {]Xy-£-s∏-Sp∂ Dd® t]in-I-fp≈ tZlw. apJsØ ̀ mhw am{X-amWv Ahƒ-°n-„-s∏-Sm-Ø-Xv. bqZm-

kns‚ apJw!

]n∂n¬ tbip shbv-‰¿°v Ft¥m Hm¿-U¿ sImSpØv Nncn-®p-sIm≠v Ccn-°-bm-Wv. Ahƒ°v s]s´∂v tai

-am-dn-bn-cn-°m≥ tXm∂n.

"-\m≥kn F¥p tPmen-bmWv sNøW-Xv? Iºyq-´-dn-em-sW-∂-dn-bmw-.'

"-Un-.-Sn-.-]n. sNøzm-Wv-.'

jmPn°v aXn-∏p-≠m-bn. Bep-hm-bnepw UnSn-]n. sk‚-dp-I-fp-≠v. Nn√n´v Fb¿-I-≠o-j≥ sNbvX hmXn-ep-

Iƒ-°-∏p-dØv kpµ-cn-I-fmb s]¨-Ip-´n-Iƒ Iºyq-´-dn\p apºn¬ Ccp∂v tPmen-sb-Sp-°p-∂Xv Abmƒ I≠n-

´p-≠v. Xs‚ ̀ mhn-h-[phpw Aßn-s\-sbmcp ÿe-ØmWv tPmen-sb-Sp-°p-∂-Xv. Hcp I®-h-S-°m-c-\m-bn-cp∂

Abmƒ°v Hm^o-kp-Ifpw AXn¬ tPmen-sb-Sp-°p-∂-hcpw BZ-c-Wo-b-cm-bn-cp-∂p. A∏s‚ ImeØv XpS-ßnb

I®-h-S-am-Wv. Ct∏mƒ Xm\pw A\p-P-\pw-IqSn \S-Øp-∂p. c≠p-t]cpw {]oUn-{Kn-hsc am{Xta ]Tn-®n-́ p-≈q. I®-

hSw \S-Øm≥ A{X-Xs∂ ]TnØw Bh-iy-an-s√∂ A∏s‚ \ne-]m-Sn-t\mSv ]Tn-°m≥ aSn-b-\mb jmPn

s]s´∂p tbmPn-®p. A\p-P-\mWv ]nt∂bpw ]Tn-®m¬ sIm≈m-sa-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂-Xv. ]Tn-°m≥ t]mbm¬ \ne-

hn-ep≈ _nkn-\ v tN´\p am{X-ambn sImSp-t°-≠n-h-cp-sa∂v a\- n-em-b-t∏mƒ Ah\pw ]TnØw ths≠ ∂p

h®p.

"-Bcm AXv \S-Ø-W-Xv-?'

"-Hcp kmdm-Wv-.'
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"-sN-dp-∏-°m-c-\m-tWm-?'

"-Dw. Adp-]-Ø©p hbt  Bbn-´p-≈q-.'

Abmƒ Nncn-®p. Abm-fpsS Igp-Øn¬ sI´nb kz¿-W-ame At∏m-gm-W-hƒ ImWp-∂-Xv. A‰-sØmcp

Ipcnipw Xqßn-°n-S-∂n-cp-∂p. AXp t\m°n-s°m≠v \m≥kn tNmZn-®p.

"-`-‡n-sbms° D≈ Bfm-W-t√m-.'

"-F¥m \m≥-kn°v ̀ ‡n-sbm-∂p-an-t√-?'

"-D-≠-t√m, Rm≥ tbip-hn¬ hniz-kn-°p-∂p-.' ]t£ ]≈n-bn¬ t]mIm-dn√ F∂p ]d-bm≥ Hmßn-b-Xm-bn-

cp-∂p. Ahƒ ]d-™n-√. tbip Ahsf kw_-‘n-t®-S-tØmfw Hcp kzIm-cy-kz-Øm-bn-cp-∂p.

"-[ym-\-Øn-s\ms° IqSm-dp-t≠m-?' Abmƒ ho≠pw tNmZn-®p.

"-C-√, F\n-°-Xn-sem∂pw hnizm-k-an-√-.'

"-F-t¥? [ym\-tI-{µ-Øn¬ ]e AZv-`p-X-ßfpw kw`-hn-°p-∂p-≠-t√m-?'

"-H-c-Zv-̀ pXw am{Xw kw -̀hn-®p-Im-Wm-dn-√. AXp kw -̀hn-®p-I-≠m¬ Rm≥ F√m amkhpw Hmtcm BgvN [ym\-

Øn\p IqSpw-.'

"-F-¥-Zv-`p-Xw-?'

"-]ns∂ ]d-bmw-.'

`£-W-sa-Øn-bn-cp-∂p. _ncn-bm-Wn-bpw, Idn-Ifpw kmeUpw A®m-dp-Ifpw \nd® sπbv-‰p-Ifpw ]m{X-ßfpw

c≠p-t]-cp-sSbpw apºn¬ ̀ hy-X-tbmsS \nc-Øn-h®v shbv-‰¿ ÿew hn´p. cmPs‚ apºnepw CtX hn -̀h-ß-fm-

sW∂v AZv-`p-X-tØm-sS, BÀm-Z-tØmsS \m≥kn a\- n-em-°n. Ahƒ Nncn-®p. cmP\pw Nncn-°p-∂p-≠m-bn-

cp-∂p.

Xs‚ apJØp I≠ kt¥m-j-Øns‚ Imc-W-a-dn-bmsX Xms\mcp B¿-Øn-∏-≠m-c-am-sW∂v jmPn a\- n¬

Icp-Xn-bn-́ p-≠m-hm-sa∂v  \m≥kn Duln-®p. kmc-an-√. Xms\mcp B¿-Øn-∏-≠mcw Xs∂-bm-W-t√m. Ahƒ Bflo-

b-Nn-¥-Isf a\- n¬-\n-∂-I‰n apºn¬ h® _ncn-bm-Wn-tbmSp \oXn ]pe¿-Øm≥ XpS-ßn. bmsXmcp tJZ-hp-

an-√msX Ub-dn-bn¬ Ipdn-®n-Sm≥ Hcp Imcy-am-b-t√m.

_ncn-bm-Wn°pw sFkv-{Io-an-\p-an-S-bv°v ka-b-Øns‚ A]m-c-amb hnShp kwkm-cw-sIm≠v \nI-Øm≥

Ahƒ Xo¿-®-bm-°n. Ahƒ tNmZn-®p.

"-F-{X-bmWv kv{Xo-[\w Bh-iy-s∏-´n-´p-≈-Xv-?'

jmPn Aev]w Akz-ÿ-\m-bn. Cu hI Imcy-ßƒ kwkm-cn-°m-\-√m-bn-cp∂p Abmƒ Ahsf hnfn-®-Xv.

"-B-hI Imcy-ß-fn¬ \Ωƒ CS-s]-tS-≠. aqØ-h¿ Xo¿-®-bm-°-s´-.'

"-aq-Ø-h¿°p th≠n-bmtWm ]Ww hmßp-∂-Xv-?'

Abmƒ H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-√.

"-\n-ßƒ°v IS-sb-Sp-°m-\m-sW-∂m-Wt√m ]d-™p-tI-´-Xv-?'

"-A-sX√mw \ΩpsS kap-Zm-b-Ønse k{º-Zm-b-ß-f-t√? F¥m C„-am-bn-t√-?'

"-]n-t∂, \ap°v hc-h-t√? C{X Ipd®p tNmZn-®Xp am{Xw F\n-°n-„m-bn-√. aq∂p e£t√ tNmZn-®p-≈q-.'

"-X-ev-°mew AXp aXn-.' Abmƒ XpS¿-∂p. "-]ns∂ Bh-iy-ambn hczm-sW-¶n¬ tNmZn-°m-tem-.'

"-A-∏s‚ Iønev ]qØ ]Ww Ccn-°n-Wv-≠v. tNmZn-®m¬ FSp-Øp-X-cpw-.'

]ø≥ hnj-Æ-\m-bn. aq∂p-e£w am{Xw tNmZn-®Xv henb hnUv-Vn-Ø-am-sb-∂-bmƒ°p tXm∂n. kmc-an-√.

AXn¬ H´pw Ipd-t°-≠-.

ASpØ tai-°-cnsI Ccp∂v Nncn-®p-sIm≠v F©n≥ ss{Uh¿ kw`m-jWw Bkz-Zn-°p-∂p-≠m-bn-cp-∂p.

sFkv{Iow h∂p.

sFkv-{Io-ans‚ •ma-dn¬ sshhm-ln-I-Nn-¥-Iƒ A{]-Xy-£-am-bn. cmP\pw sFkv{Iow Hm¿-U¿ sNbv-Xn-cp-

∂p. Hm¿-U¿ sNbv-Xn-√m-bn-cp-∂p-sh-¶n¬ Xm≥ Abmsf sIm√p-am-bn-cp∂psh∂v Ahƒ a\- n¬ Icp-Xn. A∏p-

dsØ tai-ta-em-sW-¶nepw Xm≥ Ign-°p-∂-Xp-Xs∂ Abmfpw Ign-°-Ww.

sFkv{Iow Ign-®p-sIm-≠n-cnt° jmPn tNmZn-®p.

"-Fs∂ C„-am-tbm-?'

"-C-„-am-bn-s√-¶n¬ Rm≥ hcn-√m-bn-cp-∂p-.'

"-F-t∂mSv Fs¥-¶nepw tNmZn-°m-\p-t≠m-?'

Ahƒ Hcp \nanjw Btem-Nn-®p. thtWm?  Imcy-ap-t≠m? tNmZn-°m-Xn-cn-°p-∂Xp sIm≠v KpW-sam-∂p-an√

F∂-Xp-sIm≠v tNmZn-°m≥ Xs∂ Ahƒ Xo¿-®-bm-°n.

"-[ym-\-tI-{µ-Øn¬ ]e AZv-`p-X-ßfpw \S-°m-dp≠v F∂p ]d-™-t√m-.'

"-A-tX-?'

"-A-hnsS [ym\w IqSm≥ hcp∂ GsX-¶nepw sNdp-∏-°m¿ kv{Xo-[-\-an-√msX I√ymWw Ign-°m≥ Xøm-dmbn

F∂ AZv-̀ pXw kw -̀hn-®n-́ p-t≠m? \ΩpsS kap-Zm-b-Øn¬-\n∂v kv{Xo-[\w F∂ hyhÿ \oßn-°n-́ pI F∂

AZv-`pXw kw`-hn-®m¬ Rm≥ amk-Øn-sem-cn-°-se-¶nepw [ym\w IqSm≥ hcmw-.'
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jmPn H∂pw ]d-bp-∂n-√. Abmƒ icn°v Bi-b-°p-g-∏-Øn-em-bn-cn-°-bm-Wv. F¥m-Wn-h-fpsS a\- n¬?

"-A-Zv-`pXw kr„n-°p∂ I¿-Øm-sht¥ Cusbm-c-Zv-`pXw \S-Øm-Xn-cp-∂-Xv-?'

Ahƒ icn°pw tcmjm-Ip-e-bm-bn-cp-∂p. s{Sbn≥ bm{X-bn¬ Ah-fpsS Iq´p-Im-cn-I-fpsS IZ-\-I-Y-Iƒ \ntXy-

\-sb-t∂mWw tIƒ-°m-dp-≠v. kv{Xo-[\w sImSp-°m≥ ]‰msX apS-ßnb Ieym-W-ßƒ. kv{Xo-[\w sImSp-Øn´pw

t]mcmsX ho≠pw ho≠pw ]W-am-h-iy-s∏´v sImSp-°m≥ Ign-bm-sX-h-cp-tºmƒ ̀ mcy-sbbpw Ip´n-I-tfbpw

ho´n¬ sIm≠p-hn´ kw -̀h-ßƒ. ]oU-\-I-Y-Iƒ. AZv-̀ pXw Imt -́≠Xv Cusbmcp Imcy-Øn-em-sW-∂-hƒ Dd®p

hniz-kn-®p. ssZh-Øn\v Ahs‚ kr„n-I-fn¬ henb kzm[o-\-sam-∂p-an-s√-∂m-bn-cp∂p Ah-fpsS A\p-`-hw.

sshIp-t∂cw cmPs\ ImWp-∂-Xp-hsc Ahƒ hfsc NoØ aqUn-em-bn-cp-∂p. jmPn ss_°n-em-bn-cp∂p

h∂-Xv. Hm^o-kn¬ hnSm-sa∂p ]d-™-t∏mƒ Ahƒ Hgn-™p-am-dn.

"-Kn-cn-{]-`m-jWw \∂m-bn-cp-∂p-.' cmP≥ ]d-™p.

"-Fs∂ C\nbpw tZzjyw ]nSn-∏n-°-≠-.'

"-X-Wp-°m≥ Fs¥-¶n-epw-?'

"-sF-kv{Iow aXn-bm-hpw-.'

sFkv{Iow Ign-®p-sIm-≠n-cnt° cmP≥ tNmZn-®p.

"-\n-ßsS ho´n¬ ]W-Ønse ]q∏¬ If-bm≥ F¥m-Wp-]-tbm-Kn-°p-∂-Xv-?'

"-F-¥n-\m-?'

"-R-ßsS ho´nepw Ipsd ]qØ ]W-an-cn-°p-∂p-≠v. AsXm∂p hrØn-bm°n FSp-°m-\m-.'

"-A-bmfv icn°pw hnNm-cn-°-WXv A∏s‚ Iønev ]qØ ]Ww Ccn-°p-∂p-s≠-∂m-Wv-.' Ahƒ Nncn-®p-sIm≠v

]d-™p.

"-C-t√, F∂n-´v-?'

"-C¬-.-.-.-eym-.-.-.-!-?'

"-Rm≥ Btem-Nn-Iym-bn-cp-∂p.'

"-F-¥v-?'

"-F{X sFkv-{Io-ap-Ifpw akm-e-tZm-i-Ifpw \„-am-sb-∂v-.'

"-A-{X-bt√ D≈q-!'

   ]Xn-t\gmw Znhkw

Xte∂p Ubdn Fgp-Xm-\p≈ aqUp-t]mepw D≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. F¶nepw Fgp-XmsX ]‰n-√-t√m. Ah-fpsS Ncn-

{X-t_m[w GXp {]Xn-Iqe Imem-h-ÿ-bnepw Ub-dn-sb-gp-Xm≥ Ahsf t{]cn-∏n-®p. Hcm-bncw sIm√w Ign™v

Hcp Ncn{X hnZym¿-∞n°v cm{„o-b-®p-h-bn-√msX \njv-]-£-ambn Ncn-{X-sa-gp-X-W-sa-¶n¬ Xs‚ Ub-dn-am-{Xta

Hcp klm-b-ap-≠m-hq. ]t£ Xs‚ Ubdn hmbn-®-tijw Ncn-{X-sa-gp-Xp-∂-Xn\p ]Icw sdbn-en¬ Xe-h-bv-°p-

Itbm s]m -́°n-W-‰n¬ NmSp-Itbm sNbv-Xm¬ Xm≥ DØ-c-hm-Zn-bm-bn-cn-°n√ F∂v Ahƒ BZysØ t]Pn¬-

Øs∂ Nph ∂ kvsI-®v-s]≥-sIm≠v Fgp-Xn-h-®n-´p-≠v.

jmPn-bp-ambn e©p-I-gn™v Xncn®v Hm^o-kn-se-Øn-b-t∏mƒ ̀ mkv-I-c≥ \mb-cp-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√. ame-Xn-tbmSp

e©n-s\-∏‰n hnh-cn-®-t∏mƒ Ahƒ ]d-™p.

"-\m≥-kn°v \√ ss[cy-ap-≠v. AXns‚ ]IpXn ss[cyw In´n-bn-cp-s∂-¶n¬ Rm≥ c£-s∏-´p-t]m-tb-t\-.'

kv{Xo-[-\-sØ-∏‰n ]d-™Xp \∂m-sb∂v ameXn ]d-™p. c≠p amkw-apºv Ahƒ°pw Hcp Btem-N\ h∂n-

cp-∂p. sN°\pw ho´p-Im¿°pw Ahsf C„-am-bn. IeymWw Dd-∏n-°p-sa∂p Xs∂ Icp-Xn-b-Xm-bn-cp-∂p. At∏m-

gm-W-h¿ ]W-Øns‚ Imcyw sIm≠p h∂-Xv.

"-R-ßƒ kv{Xo-[-\m-bn-s´m∂pw tNmZn-°n-Wn-√. ]ø\v Hcp SmIv-kn-°mdv hmßnb hI-bnev Ipd®p ISw-≠v.

AXv ho -́Ww. Hcp e£w cq] thWw. ]ns∂ Ahs‚ tN´≥ sI´nb s]Æv ap∏Xp ]hs‚ B -̀c-W-ß-fm-bn´m

h∂-Xv. AXpw thWw-.'

B`-c-W-ß-sf-ßn-s\-sb-¶nepw sImSp°mw ]t£ ]Ww sImSp-°m≥ ]‰n-s√∂v Ah-fpsS A—≥ Adn-bn-

®p. AtXmsS Btem-N\ Ae-kn-t∏m-bn.

"-R-ßsS PmXo-epw≠v kv{Xo-[\w tNmZn-°epw sImSp-°epw Hs°-.' Ahƒ ]d-™p.

sshIp-t∂-cw, e©p-hn-ti-j-ßƒ ]d-™-t∏mƒ tacn ]d-™p.

"-\o-sb-¥n-\mWv Aßn-s\-sbms° kwkm-cn-°m≥ t]mb-Xv? AsX√mw aqØ-h¿ Xo¿®-bm-°n-t°m-s´-.'

"-A-ßns\ aqØ-h¿-°p-am-{Xm-bn´v hn´p-sIm-Sp-Øm¬ icn-bm-hn-√-.'

"-Bs´ Abm-sf¥p ]d-™q-?'

"-aq∂p e£-Øn¬-Øs∂ Dd®p \n¬-°pw. ]ns∂ Bhiyw hcp-∂-Xn-\-\p-k-cn®v ]n∂oSp tNmZn®p hmßm-

tem∂v ]d-™p. A∏s‚ Iønev ]qØ ]Ww-≠v∂m Rm≥ ]d-™n-cn-°-W-Xv-.'

tacn aq°Øp hnc¬-h-®p-sIm≠v A\n-b-Ønsb t\m°n. Ahƒ°v Nncn-°-bmtWm tZzjyw ]nSn-°p-I-

bmtWm th≠-sX-∂-dn-bm-Xm-bn. A\n-b-Øn-bp-am-bp≈ Hmtcm G‰p-ap-́ -en-s‚bpw A¥yw Cßn-s\-bm-bn-cp-∂p.
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tai-∏p-dØv A∏s‚ t^mt´m D≠m-bn-cp-∂p. \m≥kn A∏-s\-°p-dn-®m-tem-Nn-®p. Ign™ {]mhiyw eohn¬

h∂-t∏m-gmWv B t^mt´m sIm≠p-h-∂-Xv. Im°n-bq-\n-t^m-an¬ I\Ø \c® aoibpw \c-®p-Xp-S-ßnb ]pcn-

I-ßƒ°p Xmsg £oWn® IÆp-I-fp-ambn B Adp-]-Xp-Im-c≥ a°sf hm’-ey-tØmsS t\m°n.

"-C-XmWv a°sf A∏s‚ H^o-jy¬ bq\n-t^mw-.'

apws_-bn¬ I©q¿-am¿-§nse Iq‰≥ ̂ mŒ-dn-bnse skIyq-cn‰n Hm^o-k¿. Abmƒ°p Iogn¬ Ccp-]-Ø©p

skIyq-cn‰n Km¿-Up-Iƒ tPmen sNøp-∂p. F¶nepw Iº\n FIv-kn-Iyq-´o-hp-Iƒ Imdn¬ hcp-tºmƒ Abmƒ-

Xs∂ Hu´v-t]m-Ãn¬-\n∂p ]pd-Øn-dßn keyq´v sNøp-∂p. Abmƒ ]d-bm-dp-≠v.

"-CXv a°-tf, Hcp \mb-bpsS P∑-am-Wv. Hcp \nhr-Øn-bn-√m-Ø-Xp-sIm-≠mWv Rm\n-tX-‰-Xv-.'

]´m-f-Øn¬ tae-[n-Im-cn-Isf keyq´v sNbv-Xn-cp-∂-Xp-t]m-se-b√ Iº-\n-bnse sNdp-∏-°m-cmb DtZym-K-

ÿsc keyq v́ sNøp-∂-Xv. ]´m-f-Øn¬ AXn-t‚-Xmb A®-S-°hpw taem-fn-Ø-hp-ap-≠v. taep-tZym-K-ÿ¿ Ah-

cpsS ÿm\w-sIm≠pw _lp-a-Xn-Iƒ-sIm≠pw _lp-am-\y-cm-Ip-∂p. ChnsS AX√ ÿnXn.

AhnsS Iº\n Izm¿-t -́gv-kn¬ Cu hb- p-Im-eØv kz¥w sh∏pw Xo\p-ambn A∏≥ Ign-™p-Iq-Sp-∂p. F\n-

°p-th-≠n. \m≥kn Btem-Nn-®p. F√mw F\n-°p-th-≠n. Ahƒ°v temI-tØmSv Aa¿jw tXm∂n. hne-t]-

ip∂ P¥p-°ƒ. ]´n-Iƒ-.-.-.-.-.-..

a\-jysc ]´n-I-fp-ambn D]-an-®Xp th≠n-bn-cp-∂n√ F∂-hƒ°p tXm∂n. ]´n-Iƒ am\-\-„-t°-kp-sIm-Sp-

Øm¬ {]iv-\-am-Wv. Iptd NoØ-hn-fn-®-t∏mƒ Ahƒ kzbw ]d-™p.

"F-\n-°n-t∏mƒ Iptd Bizmkw tXm∂p-∂p-.'

InS-∏-d-bn¬ I¿-Øm-hns‚ Nn{X-Øn-\p-ap-ºn¬ Ahƒ Hm^o-kn¬-\n∂p h∂ DSs\ IØn-®-h® sagp-Ip-

Xncn IØn-s°-Sm-dm-bn-cn-°p-∂p. Ahƒ cmPs\ Hm¿-Øp.

c£-I≥!

"-s]-Æp-Im-Wm≥ h∂ hnh-scms° Rm≥ A∏\v Fgp-Xn-bn-cp-∂p-.' tacn ]d-™p. "-H-cp-]t£ \ns∂ t^mWn¬

hnfn-°pw. \o th≠m-Ø-sXm∂pw ]d™v A∏s\ hnj-an-∏n-°-≠-.'

"-Rm-s\m∂pw ]d-bn-Wn-√y-.' Hcp \nanjw tbip-hns‚ Nn{X-Øn-te-bv°v t\m°n-bn v́ Ahƒ ]d-™p. "-F¥p

•ma-dm-Wt√ tN®o!'

tacn H∂pw ]d-™n-√. Xe-°n´v H∂p sImSp-°m-\mWv tXm∂n-b-Xv.

"-F-\n°v \msf-Øs∂ H∂v Ipº-km-cn-°-Ww-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p.

"-Ip-º-km-cn-t°y-?'

"-A-sX, Rm≥ Hcp-]mSp ]m]w sNbv-Xn-´p-≠v-.'

"-F¥p ]m]w-?' tacn DtZz-K-tØmsS tNmZn-®p.

"-A-sXms° Ipº-km-cn-°ms\ ]mSq. I¿-Øm-hns‚ apºn¬-am{Xw a\ p Xpd-°p-I, Ip‰w G‰p ]d-bp-I, am∏n-

∂-t]-£n-°p-I.'

I¿-Øm-th! tacn a\- n¬ Ipcn-ip-h-c-®p-sIm≠v ]d-™p. Cu s]Æv Ipg-∏-sam-∂p-ap-≠m-°n-bn-´n-√-t√m?

cmhnse Aº-e-Øn¬-t]mbn im¥n-°m-cs\ ImWm-\p≈ B{Klw a\- n-sem-Xp°n \m≥kn ]≈n-bn¬

t]mbn. A®≥ ]≈n-ta-S-bn-em-bn-cp-∂p.

"-Cutim anin-lm-bv°p kvXp-Xn-bm-bn-cn-°t´ At®m-.' \m≥kn ]d-™p.

"-F-t∏mgpw Ft∏mgpw kvXp-Xn-bm-bn-cn-°-t´-!' A®≥ Ahsf A\p-{K-ln-®p-sIm≠v ]d-™p. Ipº-km-cn-°-

W-sa∂p tI´-t∏mƒ A®\v D’mlw Ib-dn. hgn-sX-‰n-t∏mb Ip™mSv X\nsb Xncn-®p-h-cp-∂p!

"\o \S-t∂m, Rm≥ hcn-I-bm-bn-.'

Ipº-km-c-°q-́ n-\-SpØv \m≥kn ImØp-\n-∂p. hen-bn-S-Ø-®≥ hnip-≤-]p-kv-X-I-hp-ambn hmXn¬ IS∂v hcp-

∂Xp I≠-t∏mƒ Ahƒ AIØp Ib-dn.

"-k¿-∆-i-‡-\mb GI-ssZ-h-Øn¬ Rm≥ hniz-kn-°p-∂p-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.'

adp-h-i-Øp-\n∂v \n»-–-X-am-{Xw. A®≥ izmk-a-S-°n-bn-cn-°-bm-sW∂v \m≥-kn°p a\- n-em-bn.

"-Rm≥ C∂se Hcm-tfmSv I≈w ]d-™p, Abmsf hgn-sX-‰n®p At®m-.'

hgnsX‰n°tbm? AX{X henb sX‰mbn henbnSØ®\p tXm∂nbn´n√. Hcmƒ I≈w ]d™psh∂Xp

sIm≠v as‰mcmƒ hgnsX‰nbm¬ Ahs\m∂pw Pohn°m≥ sIm≈ns√t∂ A¿∞ap≈q. At±lw ]d™p.

""\o sXfnbn®p ]d.''

""F\ns°mcp BtemN\ h∂ncp∂p. B ]ø\v Ft∂mSv kwkmcn°Wsa∂p ]d™p.''

""F∂n´v?''

""Abmfv aq∂p e£hpw \mev]Xp ]h\pamWv tNmZn®Xv. Rm≥ ]d™p AXp hfsc Ipdhmbnsb∂v.

A∏s‚ Iønev ]qØ ]Ww≠v tNmZn®m¬ DSs\sbSpØpXcpw F∂pw ]d™p.''

""Ipt™ \osb¥n\mWv Aßs\sbms° ]d™Xv?''

""At®m, Rm\®t\mSv Hcp Imcyw tNmZn°s´?''

henbnSØ®≥ s]s´∂v aqfnbn√. Cu s]¨Ip´nsb A®\v Adnbmw. AhfpsS tNmZyßƒ Xs∂

Fs¥ms° Ipg∏Øntebv°p NmSn°psa∂p≈ ̀ bhpap≠v. Xm≥ CSb\msW∂pw hgnsX‰nt∏mIp∂ Hcp



26

Ip™mSmWv Xs‚ apºnse∂pw Hm¿Øt∏mƒ A®≥ ]d™p.

""tNmZn°v.''

""At®m, Cu kv{Xo[\w tNmZn°mw∂v hnip≤]pkvXIØnev FhnSymWv ]d™n´p≈Xv?''

A®≥ Hm¿Øp t\m°n. C√, ]gb \nbaØnepan√, Cutimaninlm I\n™cpfnb ]pXnb \nba

Ønepan√ kv{Xo[\w tNmZn°msa∂v. At±lw ]d™p.

""FhnsSbpw ]d™n´n√ Ipt™.''

""At∏mƒ kv{Xo[\w hmßp∂Xv ]m]at√?''

""AXn\v sImt®, kv{Xo[\w hmßcpsX∂pw hnip≤]pkvXIØn¬ FhnsSbpw ]d™n´n√.''

""At∏mƒ A®≥ ]dbp∂Xv AXv ]m]as√∂mtWm?''

""Ipt™,'' A®≥ I\Ø i–Øn¬ tNmZn®p. ""BcmWv Ipºkmcn°p∂Xv? \otbm, AtXm Rmt\m?''

kv{Xo[\w apXemb {]iv\ßfnenSs]´m¬ Ipd®p Ign™v Xncn™pt\m°ptºmƒ Xm\pw Xs‚ \ngepw

am{Xta ImWq F∂v henbnSØ®\v Adnbmw.  Ip™mSpIƒ AhcpsS hgn°v ]®∏ptXSn t]mIpw. hr≤\mbn,

\c® XeapSnbpw XmSnbpambn CSbs‚ hSnbpta¥n GI\mbn \S∂pt]mIp∂ kz¥w cq]w a\ n¬

h∂t∏mƒ henbnSØ®≥ hnNmcn®p. AXn\nSbm°cpXv.

\m≥kn t]mbn´pw henbnSØ®≥ Ipºkmc°q´n¬Øs∂ Ccp∂p. shdpsX hnip≤ ]pkvXIw

]IpsØSpØp Xpd∂p. k¶o¿Ø\ßfpsS ]pkvXIambncp∂p.

"I¿Ømth,

hymPw ]dbp∂ A[cßfn¬ \n∂pw

h©\ \nd™ \mhn¬ \n∂pw

Fs∂ c£n°Wta!'

ZmhoZn\v k¶o¿Ø\cN\ Ffp∏ambncp∂ncn°Ww.

]≈nb¶Ww iq\yambncp∂p. AƒØmcbn¬ ssZh]p{X≥ Ipcnin¬. Xs‚ hmbn¬ tXm¬hnbpsS

Ibv∏pckap≈Xv A®≥ At∏mgmWv Adn™Xv. "I¿Ømth, Rm\nsX¥n\p kln°Ww?'

   ]Xns\´mw Znhkw

C∂v \√ Znhkamhns√∂ ap∂dnhv AhfpsS Hmtcm kncIfnepw \nd™p\n∂p. A∏s‚ t^m¨hnfn

Ahƒ {]Xo£n®ncp∂p. Ahƒ°v BsI t]Snbp≠mbncp∂Xv A∏s\bmWv. AXmIs´ B a\pjys‚

kvt\lw ImcWambncp∂p Xm\pw. kvt\lsØ Ahƒ F°mehpw ̀ bs∏´ncp∂p. I¿Ømth kvt\l

Øm¬ \otbm As√¶n¬ GsX¶nepw AehemXn ]ø∑mtcm Fs∂ sI´nbnSm≥ CSbm°t√, F∂mbncp∂p

AhfpsS {]m¿∞\. A∏s‚ Imcyw t]m°msW∂hƒ°dnbmw. B a\pjy≥ X\n°pth≠n XqIm≥t]mIp

∂ IÆocns‚ IW°v Ahƒ°dnbmw. B IÆocns‚ DØchmZnXzØn¬ \n∂v Xs∂ Hgnhm°n

am∏pXtcWsa∂v Ahƒ Ft∏mgpw {]m¿∞n°mdp≠v. HcpXcw ap≥Iq¿ Pmayw tXSemWXv.

t^mWSn®t∏mƒ AhfpsS D≈n¬ Hcm¥ep≠mbXv Cu ]›mØeØnemWv. AhfpsS Dulw

icnbmbncp∂p. ̀ mkvIc≥ \mb¿ Nn√nt∑¬X´n Ahsf amSnhnfn®p.

""h¿§osk CXm aIfv h∂n´v≠v. kwkmcnt®m. Fkv.Sn.Un.bm kabw Ifbt√.''

""F¥m A∏®m?'' Ahƒ t^msWSpØp sIm≠v tNmZn®p.

""tamsf,  B‚Wn sIm≠∂ BtemN\ \√Xm. tamƒ°v C„mbnt√?''

""A∏®m...'' F¥mWv ]dtb≠ sX∂dnbmsX Ahƒ ]cpßn. ""Ahcv I≠am\w kv{Xo[\w tNmZn°vWv≠v.''

""AsXms° \m´p\S∏\pkcn®v sImSp°mw. B‚Wn ]d™pd∏nt®mfpw. tamfv AsXm∂pw At\z

jn°≠. tam°v C„mtbm?''

""Rms\m∂pwIqSn BtemNn°t´ A∏®m. Hcp PohnXImew apgph≥ H∏w Pohn°≠Xm. ]ns∂

th≠ocv∂n√ym∂mhcvXv.''

""\√ BtemN\ym∂m B‚Wn ]tdWXv. Ifb≠m.''

""A∏®≥ F∂m hcWXv?''

""tamfsS IeymWw Hd∏n®m¬ HSs\ hcmw.''

""Rm≥ IsØgpXmw.''

Ahƒ t^m¨ h®p. t^m¨ Xncn®ph®v BtemN\ma·\mbn \n¬°p∂ A∏s‚ apJw a\  n¬

h∂t∏mƒ Ahƒ ]d™p.

""]mhw A∏≥!''

cmP\pw AXpXs∂bmWv ]d™Xv. ""]mhw a\pjy≥.''

Ah¿ Iptd t\cw H∂pw kwkmcn®n√. Ahƒ BtemNn°pIbmbncp∂p. ̀ mkvIc≥kmdv tNmZn®t∏mƒ

Ahƒ°v H∂pw ]dbm\n√mbncp∂p. Ahƒ Fs¥¶nepw Xo¿®bm°ntbm? Ahƒ°p Xs∂

Adnbn√mbncp∂p. jmPn°v bqZmkns‚ apJaps≠∂Xv Hcp Ipg∏ambn Ahƒ IcpXnbn√. ]t£
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Abmƒ°hsf kvt\lap≠v F¶n¬ Ahƒ Xo¿®bmbpw kΩXnt®t\. "F\n°v \ns∂ C„amWv, \ns∂

kz¥am°m≥ Rm≥ kv{Xo[\wt]mepw Dt]£n°p∂p F∂bmƒ ]dbpIbmsW¶n¬ Ahƒ Ft∂ kΩXw

aqfntbt\? adn®v CsXmcp I®hSw t]msebmWhƒ°p tXm∂nbXv. Hcp ZmºXyPohnXw Cßns\bmtWm

XpStß≠Xv?

Ahƒ apºnencn°p∂ sNdp∏°mcs\ t\m°n. tbiphns‚ apJOmbbp≈ Cu a\pjy≥ BcmWv?

F¥mWv Xm\pambp≈ _‘w?  cmP≥ BtemN\bnem bncp∂p. apºnencp∂ sFkv {Iow DcpIp∂Xv \m≥kn

h√mbvatbmsS I≠p. Ahƒ tNmZn®p.

""F¥mWv BtemN\?''

Abmƒ H∂pw ]dbp∂n√.

""sFkv{Iow Bhiyans√¶n¬ ]dbWw. ChnsS Bhiy°mcp≠v.''

Abmƒ Nncn®psIm≠v c≠p kv]q¨ am{Xw Ign® sFkv{Iow AhfpsS ASptØbv°v \o´nh®p. Hcp

XymKw sNøp∂ at\m`mhtØmsS \m≥kn AXp Ign°m≥ XpSßn. XymKØns‚ ImcyØn¬ Ahƒ

Hcn°epw ]n∂nembncp∂n√. cmPs‚ Nncn £WnIambncp∂p. Abmƒ ho≠pw BtemN\bnem≠p.

cm{Xn. Ubdnbpw apºn¬h®v \m≥kn Hcp]mSpt\cw Ccp∂p. Xs‚ Ubdnbn¬ \∑bpsS Awiw

ImWWsa¶n¬ akme tZmibpw sFkv{Ioapw Ign® Znhkßƒ FÆnbm¬ aXnsb∂v Ahƒ I≠p.

\∑bpsS Znhkßƒ Gdnhcp∂Xv Ahƒ kwXr]vXntbmsS t\m°n. dtÃmd≠n¬ \n∂v ]pdØp

IS°p∂Xn\p apºmWbmƒ tNmZn®Xv?

""Fs‚ H∏w Hcp PohnXw Fßns\bmhpsa∂Xns\∏‰n BtemNn®n´pt≠m?''

Ahƒ DSs\ ]d™p. ""D≠v?''

""]dbq.''

""aØmbnbpsS kphntijØn¬ ]dbp∂p≠v. ]nimNn\pw Ahs‚ ZqX∑m¿°pw Hcp°nbncn°p∂

\nXym·n. AXmbXv \cIw.''

""\n\°v _p≤nbns√∂mWv Rm≥ hnNmcn®ncp∂Xv.''

""_p≤nbp≠v. AXs√ Hcp \mbsc IeymWw Ign°psa∂v Xo¿®bm°nbXv?''

""\mbsc?  lnµphns\sb∂√ \o ]d™Xv.''

""A√  \mbsc am{Xw. ImcWw \mb∑m¿ ]mhßfmWv. ̀ mcyam¿ ]dbp∂Xp tI´p sl≥s]IvUv Bbn

\S∂psIm≈pw.''

""A®mbØnbpsS BImit°m´Iƒ sIm≈mat√m!''

Ubdnbpw apºn¬h®v Ahƒ Nncn®p. kabw ]Xns\m∂v. C\nbpw InS∂ns√¶n¬ cmhnse Fgp

t∂¬°m≥ sshIpw. Ahƒ Ubdn AS®ph®p.

InS∂psIm≠v Ahƒ A∏s\ Hm¿Øp. A∏≥ t^mWn¬ hnfn®Xv Ahƒ Ubdnbn¬ tN¿Øncp∂n√.

Ct∏mƒ AXhsf t\mhn∏n®p. cm{XnbpsS i–ßƒ Ahsf Ip‰s∏SpØpIbmWv. F¥mWv CXns\ms°

A¿∞w?

  Ccp]sØm∂mw Znhkw.

i\nbmgvN kw`hßsfm∂pan√msX IS∂pt]mbn. F©n≥ ss{UhdpsS apdnbn¬\n∂v ]pdtØbv°v

\o≠Xv Hcp hb s‚ apJambncp∂p. H∂pIn¬ cmP∂v Hcp cm{XnsIm≠v hb mbn°mWWw. As√¶n¬

AXv thsd ss{Uhdmbncn°Ww. c≠matØXmbncn°Ww icnsb∂hƒ A\pam\n®p. FdWmIpfw

kuØn¬ h≠nbndßnbt∏mƒ Hcn°¬°qSn \nPÿnXn Adnbm≥ Ahƒ apºntebv°p \S∂p. Hcp

hb ≥Xs∂. \c® Ip‰ntcmaßƒ sNmdn™psIm≠v Abmƒ Xm≥ hen®psIm≠ph∂ P\ßsf Bio¿

∆Zn°ms\∂t]mse \n¬°p∂p. Bin°ms\m∂pan√. \msf Rmb¿. ss{Uhdn√msX Xs‚ h≠n c≠p

Znhkw HmSn°Ww.

RmbdmgvN cmhnse ]≈nbn¬°qSn t]mImsX HmSnsbØnb Nn‰∏≥ X∂ hnhcw Xosc Bimhl

ambncp∂n√. ]ø\v \m≥knsbØs∂ thWas{X.  kv{Xo[\w Ipd°ms\m∂pw ]‰n√, AXpt]mse \mev]Xp

]hs‚ ]≠ßfpw thWw. c≠matØXp am{XamWv Ipd®v Bibv°p hgnX∂Xv. kv{Xo[\w Ipd°m≥

]‰ns√∂p ]d™mse¶nepw A∏≥ Cu IeymWØn\v kΩXw sImSpØns√¶ntem? RmbdmgvN cm{Xn Ahƒ

Ubdn°p ]Icw FgpXnbXv A∏®\p≈ IØmbncp∂p. AXv aS°n _mKnen´ tijw Ahƒ kpJambn

Ddßn.

cmhnse ]pdØndßnbt∏mƒ AºeØn¬ t]mIWsas∂m∂pw [mcWbp≠mbncp∂n√.  ]t£ Ah

fpsS ImepIƒ \bn®Xv AºeØntebv°mbncp∂p. {]kmZw sImSp°ptºmƒ im¥n°mc≥ Nncn®psIm≠v

tNmZn®p.

""Ip´nsb Iptd Znhkmbn ImWmdn√t√m.''

"I¿Ømth,' \m≥kn a\ n¬ ]d™p. "Cøm°pw Ft∂mSv t{]aamtbm?' ̀ Khms‚ AºeØn¬h®v
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I¿Ømhns\ hnfn®Xn¬ £an°Wsa∂v {]m¿∞n®psIm≠v Ahƒ {]kmZw kzoIcn®p.

C∂pw F©n≥ apdnbn¬ cmPs\ I≠ns√¶n¬ AtX h≠nbn¬ Xe sh°Wsa∂hƒ Xo¿®bm°nbncp

∂p. AXns‚ Bhiyap≠mbn√. tam¥bpw ]pdØn v́ Cfn®psIm≠v Abmƒ Ccn°p∂p≠mbncp∂p. \m≥kn

Xesh´n®v Iºm¿´psa‚n¬ Ibdn. A¥m£cnbpsS A`nt\Xm°ƒ XømsdSpØncn°bmWv.

s{Sbn≥ Cdßn t\cn´p \S°msX ]meØnt∑¬ Ibdm≥ \n¬°ptºmgmWv Ahƒ I≠Xv. cmP≥

F©ns‚ ]pdØndßn \n¬°bmWv. Ahƒ t\m°nbt∏mƒ Abmƒ Nncn®psIm≠v Ahsf hnfn®p.

ASpØp sN∂t∏mƒ tNmZn®p.

""F¥mWv ]nW°w?''

""i\nbmgvN km¶vj\n√msX eoshSpØsX¥n\mWv?''

""BcpsS km¶vj≥?''

""Fs‚.''

""sshIpt∂cw ImWnt√, At∏mƒ ]dbmw.''

""sshIpt∂cw ImWp∂ns√¶ntem?''

""]dbep≠mhn√.''

Rm≥ tXm‰p. \m≥kn hnNmcn®p. A∏∂p≈ IØv AhfpsS ssIk©nbn¬ Ccp∂v thhp∂p≠v.

A∏®s\¥mWv hnNmcn°pI F∂dnbn√. F¥p hnNmcn®mepw Ipg∏an√. X\n°v Hcp Xocpam\w FSp

t°≠Xp≠v. Xnc°n∂nSbn¬°qSn \S°ptºmƒ Ahƒ Hcn°¬°qSn BtemNn®p. B IØv, AXv t]mÃp

sNøtWm? tdmUn¬ Ahƒ°p t]mIm\mbn hml\ßƒ \n¿Ønb t]meokpImc\v km[mcW sImSp

°mdp≈ Nncn kΩm\n®v Ahƒ \S∂p.  t]mÃm^okns‚ apºnseØnbt∏mƒ Ahƒ k©n Xpd∂v IØp

]pdsØSpØp. Hcn°¬°qSn AXp hmbn°m\p≈ B{Klw a\ nsemXp°n Ahƒ IØv s]´nbnen´p.

Hcn°¬°qSn hmbn®m¬ B IØv t]mÃpsNøep≠mhn√.

""F¥mbo \ns‚ IeymW°mcyßƒ?'' ̀ mkvIc≥ \mb¿ tNmZn®p.

""kmdn\v C{Xbpw Kl\amb Imcyßƒ C{Xbpw emLh_p≤ntbmsS Fßns\ FSp°m≥ ]‰p∂q?''

""At∏mƒ \o Imcyßƒ KuchtØmsS FSp°m≥ XpSßnsb∂¿∞w. F\n°p kt¥mjmbn.''

""kmdv Aßns\ kt¥mjn°sbm∂pw th≠.''

""Ft¥?''

""Rms\mcp \mbcv sN°s‚ H∏w Hfnt®mSm≥ t]mIp∂p.''

""F¥n\m HmSp∂Xv, \S∂pt]mIm≥ taem?''

""kmdn\v Xamibm. Fs∂ ImWmXmhptºm a\ nemhpw.''

""Bs´ BcmWm \n¿`mKyhm≥?''

""Fs∂ In´m≥ th≠n Ggp P∑w X] ncp∂ B ̀ mKyhms‚ t]cv cmP≥.''

""F¥mWbmƒ sNøp∂Xv?''

""Znhkhpw A¶amenbn¬\n∂v Fs∂ G‰n FdWmIpfsØØn°p∂p.''

""F∂p h®m¬?''

""Abmsfmcp F©n≥ ss{UhdmWv.''

`mkvIc≥ \mb¿ \n»–\mbn.

cmP≥ taibpsS adphiØv Ahsf t\m°n Nncn®psIm≠ncp∂p. dtÃmd≠n¬ Xnc°p Ipdhmbncp∂p.

Xn¶fmgvN s]mXpth Xnc°v IpdhmWv.

""Rm≥ PohnXØn¬ Xn∂ akmetZmi \o´n h®m¬ N{µ\ntebv°pw Xncn®pap≈ Zqcw ImWpw.'' \m≥kn

]d™p.

""Rm≥ AXn\p th≠n Nnehm°nb t\m´pIƒ \o´nh®m¬  BImiKwK c≠ph´w hewsh°m\mhpw.''

cmP≥ ]d™p. ""Bs´ cmhnse tam¥ I\∏n®v t]mIm≥ F¥mWv ImcWw?''

""F\n°v ̀ wKnbp≈ tam¥ D≠mbXpsIm≠v.'' \m≥kn ]d™p. ""AX√m tIt´m Imcyw. Znhkhpw

ImWp∂ Hcmsf Hcp Znhkw ImWmXmbm¬ \aps°ms° hnjaap≠mhns√. AXv ]e hn[Ønepw

]pdØphcpw. Bs´, Xm¶ƒ FhntSbv°mWv i\nbmgvN A{]Xy£\mbsX∂v ]dbmtam?''

""F\n°v am‰ambn. ho≠pw tImbºØqcntebv°pXs∂.''

hnizkn°m≥ {]bmkamb t]mse \m≥kn Ccp∂p.

""am‰samgnhm°m\mIptam F∂t\zjn°m≥ t]mbXmWv. ]‰ns√∂mWh¿ ]dbp∂Xv. Hcp aq∂p amk

sa¶nepw AhnsS thWw. AXpIgn™n´v t\m°msa∂p ]dbp∂p.''

\m≥kn H∂pw ]dbmsX, tZmi Xn∂msX Ccn°bmWv. AhfpsS apJw hmSnbncp∂p.

""tZmiItfmSpw sFkv{IoapItfmSpw hnS ]dbt≠ F∂ hnjaamtWm?''

\m≥kn Nncn°p∂n√. s]s´∂mWbmƒ I≠Xv. AhfpsS IÆn¬ PeIWßƒ Dcp≠pIqSp∂p.  AhfpsS

XpSpØ IhnfneqsS AXv Hen®ndßpIbmWv.
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\m≥kn IcbpI! Cu s]Æn\v Icbm\pw Adnbmtam? Abmƒ AhfpsS ssI ]nSn®v Aa¿Øn.

UbdnsbsgpØv Hcp km¥z\ambn A\p`hs∏´Xv A∂mWv. cm{XnbpsS i–ßƒ Ahƒ°v AIºSn

tkhn®p. I´nen¬ im¥bmbn Ddßp∂ tN®n H∂padnbp∂n√. Ahƒ ̀ mkvIc≥ \mb¿ ]d™tXm¿Øp.

Hcn°epw Hsc©n≥ ss{Uhsd kvt\ln°cpXv. AhcpsS PohnXw Dcpfp∂ N{Ißƒ°p aosXbmWv. HcnSØv

Dd®p\n¬°m≥ Ignbn√. \∂mbnt∏mbn! Ahƒ Ubdn AS®ph®p. dtÃmd≠n¬\n∂v Cdßptºmƒ

tImWn∏Snbn¬h®v cmP≥ Bcpw ImWmsX Xs∂ DΩh®Xv Ahƒ Ubdnbn¬ FgpXnbn√. AsXs‚

a\ n¬ InS°s´. Fs‚ G‰hpw ASpØ Ubdnbn¬.

F\n°pth≠n ImØncn°ptam F∂v cmP≥ tNmZn®Xn\v Ahƒ adp]Snsbm∂pw ]d™n√. AXns‚

Bhiyap≠mbncp∂n√. Abmƒ A∂p cm{Xn t]mhpIbmWv. sNm∆mgvN tImbºØqcn¬ Uyq´n°v tNcWw.

icn°p ]d™m¬ Xn¶fmgvNXs∂ tNtc≠XmWv. A¶amenbn¬\n∂p Ibdn FdWmIpfØndßn Xs‚

lrZbhpw ISwhmßn t]mIp∂ Hcp kpµcntbmSv bm{X]dbm≥ th≠n Hcp ZnhksØ kmhImiw

Bhiys∏´XmWv. C\nbpw kt¥mjnt°≠.  cmP≥ ]d™p.  Rm≥ HcmtfmSpwIqSn ]d™ph®n´p≠v. AXp

icnbmhpIbm sW¶n¬ Rm≥ Xncn®v DSs\Øs∂ Cu h≠nbn¬ FØpw. \ns∂ ieys∏SpØm≥.

""F\n°{Xsbm∂pw ̀ mKyan√.'' \m≥kn ]d™p.

  Ccp]Ønc≠mw Znhkw

F©n≥ ss{Uhdn√mØ Znhkßƒ °v XømsdSp∏v \StØ≠nbncn°p∂p. \m≥kn BtemNn®p.

AXpsIm≠v ho´n¬\n∂ndßnbt∏mƒ Ahƒ AºeØn¬ Ibdn. {]Z£nWw h®v {iotIm hnen¬

FØnbt∏mgmWv a\ nembXv.  sNdp∏°mc≥ im¥n°mc\p ]Icw Hcp hb ≥ \ºqXncnbmWv {]kmZw

Xcp∂Xv. AXp hmßn {iotImhnen\p≈ntebv°pXs∂ Fdnbm\mWv tXm∂nbXv. ssZhta \obpw Fs∂

ssIshSnt™m F∂p hne]n®psIm≠v Ahƒ ]pdØndßn. C°W°n\v ]≈nbnepw t]mbn´p

Imcyap≠mhn√ F∂hƒ°p tXm∂n. kptcjvtKm]nbpsS Ombbp≈ henbnSØ®\p ]Icw ]sØ¨]Xp

hb p {]mbap≈ h√ A®∑mcmbncn°pw AhnsS Xs∂ kzoIcn°pI. ImcyßfpsS InS∏v

Cßs\sbms°bmhptºmƒ  Hcmƒ°v F{XImew ssZhhnizmknbmbn XpScm≥ ]‰pw?

h≠n hcp∂p≠mbncp∂p. ssZh\∑bnep≈ hnizmkw ]msS XI¿∂Xn\m¬ Ahƒ F©n≥

apdnbntebv°p t\m°nbXp Xs∂bn√. Ign™ i\nbmgvN I≠t]mse h√ Ingh∑mcpw \c® XmSnbpw

sNmdn™psIm≠v ]pdtØbv°p Xebn´p \n¬°p∂p≠mhpw. AXp ImWm≥ hø. ]t£ IÆpIƒ Xs‚

B⁄ ]men°msX F©n≥ dqantebv°p Xs∂ t]mbn. AhnsS tam¥bpw ]pdtØbv°n v́ Cfn®p sIm≠v...

A√m, CXp \ΩpsS F©n≥ ss{Uhdt√?

Ahƒ KuchtØmsS Xesh´n®v ]n∂nep≈ Iºm¿´psa‚n¬ Ibdn. A¥m£cnbn¬ Ahƒ

XpS¿®bmbn Pbn®Xv Iq´pImcnIsf AZv̀ pXs∏SpØn. "X\n°ns∂¥p ]b‰nsbtSm?' Ah¿ At\zjn°p∂p.

ho≠pw hk¥w. \m≥kn BtemNn®p. ho≠pw ]q°fpsS {]fbw. kpK‘w ]cØp∂ aµamcpX≥. Rm≥

]d™nt√? F\n°v IhnXsbgpXm≥ Ignbpw.


